
DR. ALISTAIR D.M. DOVE 
1718 Plantation Oaks Dr., Jacksonville FL 32223       

Dr.dove@gmail.com https://www.linkedin.com/in/alistair-dove-57059b14/ 

GOAL 
To translate a lifetime of experience in science, conservation, and education into the greatest possible benefit 
to the public understanding, appreciation, and protection of natural systems and biodiversity globally 

STRENGTHS 
Deep passion for science and the natural world, broad knowledge from academic background and extensive 
real-world expeditionary research, strategic mindset and system-level strategic thinking, excellent public 
speaking, teaching, and science communication skills, formal leadership training and presence, interpersonal 
skills, and ability to inspire others to reach their potential. 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE AND HISTORY – Jacksonville FL. 
Chief Executive Officer, Feb 2024-Mar 2026 

● Executive oversight of all aspects of museum strategy, finances, staff, and operations.
● Supervision of $130M capital campaign for design and construction of a new museum. Grew from

$17M to $97M during my tenure, from philanthropic, corporate, state, and city sources.
● Principal public face of the museum and its mission, fostering partnerships and media spokesperson.
● Creative direction of the new museum architecture and principal arbiter of exhibit content.
● Successfully wound down operations of the old museum and exited the building in less than 2 months.

GEORGIA AQUARIUM – Atlanta, GA.  Sep 2006 – Jan 2024 
Vice President of Science and Education, Jan 2017 – Jan 2024 

● Executive leadership of 5 departments with >30 FTE staff.
● Budget responsibility for expenses and revenues of approximately $5M each.
● Developed exceptionally productive scientific team by leading projects, redefining guidelines/strategy,

empowering staff, and fostering partnerships.
● Led expeditionary research to St Helena (x6), Galapagos (x6), Indonesia, Australia, and Mexico (x20)
● Translated science into conservation outcomes through strategic partnerships and concerted action.
● Developed key strategic partnerships including IUCN Center for Species Survival, StAR Project,

Georgia Tech, UGA, and Smithsonian Affiliate status.
● Supervised Development team to increase fundraising through diversification of giving opportunities.
● Member of senior leadership team, guiding the institution through covid pandemic into strong rebound

performance and subsequent strategic planning exercise.
● Testified in US House of Representatives and US Senate on marine science and conservation issues.
● Oversaw transition to USDA Class R license and established IACUC and associated procedures.
● Created mission storytelling opportunities, adding brand value and enhancing guest experience.
● Prior roles: Vice President of Research, Conservation & Nutrition, Director of Research & Conservation,

Senior Scientist, Manager of Laboratory Services, Assistant Manager of Laboratory Services
CORNELL UNIVERSITY/STONY BROOK UNIVERSITY. – Stony Brook, NY 
Assistant Professor, Jan 2002 – Jun 2006 

● Established first marine animal diagnostic laboratory for State of NY
● Identified new and newly-introduced diseases of lobsters, hard clams and finfish in NY waters
● Developed & taught new marine science curriculum for undergraduate and graduate students

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION SOCIETY/NY AQUARIUM – New York, NY 



Curator of Aquatic Animal Health,  May 2000 – Jan 2002 
●​ Oversaw modernisation of the ageing Osborn Laboratories of Marine Science. 
●​ Member of curatorial and leadership teams. 
●​ Served as resident pathologist and supervised water quality and veterinary diagnostic laboratories. 
●​ Reinvigorated relationships with WCS International Programs. 

 
EDUCATION 
UNIVERSITY OF QUEENSLAND, Australia 

●​ Doctor of Philosophy, Microbiology & Parasitology, 1999. Dissertation: Parasites and the exotic and 
native freshwater fishes of Australia. University Medal and Dean’s List Commendation. 

●​ Post-graduate Honours, First Class, Parasitology, 1996. Thesis: New species of monorchiid Digenea. 
●​ Bachelor of Science, Zoology and Parasitology, 1995. 

ADDITIONAL TRAINING 
●​ Executive Leadership Development Program, Association of Zoos and Aquariums, 2022-2023. 
●​ Certificate in Executive Leadership, University of Georgia, Terry College of Business, 2022. 
●​ Conservation Planning and Facilitation, IUCN Conservation Planning Specialist Group, 2022. 
●​ Non-profit Financial Stewardship, Harvard Kennedy School of Business, 2020-2021. 
●​ NAUI Master SCUBA Diver, AAUS Science Diver, TDI Closed-circuit Prism2 rebreather Diver. 

SELECT AWARDS 
●​ Humane Hero Award, Global Humane/American Humane, 2022. For contributions to species 

conservation.  
●​ WAZA Global Conservation Award. 2020. Whale Shark Research & Conservation Program. 
●​ E3 Liquid Assets Award, Atlanta Chamber of Commerce. 2018. Excellence in water conservation. 
●​ Fox McCarthy Award, US EPA WaterWise. 2010. Excellence in water conservation. 
●​ Outstanding service award, Georgia Aquarium Board of Directors. 2009. 
●​ Nikon Small World Photomicrography Awards. 2005. Honorable Mention.  

 
SERVICE 

●​ AZA - Professional Fellow. Co-chair of Wildlife Conservation Committee 2021-2024 
●​ WAZA - Board (Council) member. Chair of Aquarium Affairs Committee 2021-2024 
●​ Oceans Forward - Board member, current chair. Marine conservation using open access technologies  
●​ SEZARC - Current board member. Species research and conservation, genetics, reproductive biology 
●​ Blue Realm Project - Founding board member. Marine research and conservation in Yucatan Mexico 
●​ Marauder Robotics - Prior board member and scientific advisor. Robotics for marine problem solving 
●​ Ocean Visions - Founding board member. Marine research and conservation network 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
BOOKS 

●​ Dove A.D.M. & Pierce S.J. (2021) Whale Sharks: Biology, Ecology, and Conservation. Taylor & Francis: 
London. (Publication date August 24, 2021) 

PATENTS 
●​ Dove A.D.M. & Hall E. (2018) USPTO Patent no. 9,994,466 “REMOVING NITRATE FROM WATER” 

filed 10/4/2016, issued June 16, 2018. A device that harnesses sulfur autotrophic bacteria to remove 
nitrate ions from seawater and freshwater in recirculating culture systems. 



SELECT PEER-REVIEWED (of 86 total, >3,700 citations, h-index = 34) 
Bucair N., et al. (2025) An integrative taxonomy investigation unravels a cryptic species of Mobula 

Rafinesque, 1810 (Mobulidae, Myliobatiformes), from the Atlantic Ocean. Environmental Biology of Fishes. 
pp. 1-35 https://doi.org/10.1007/s10641-025-01727-2 

Sequiera A.M.M., et al. (2025) Global tracking of marine megafauna space use reveals how to achieve 
conservation targets. Science. 388 (6751): 1086-1097. DOI: 10.1126/science.adl0239 

Araujo G., et al. (2022) Improving sightings-derived residency estimation for whale shark aggregations: a 
novel metric applied to a global data set. Frontiers in Marine Science. 9: 
https://doi.org/10.3389/fmars.2022.775691  

Womersley F., et al. (2022) Global collision-risk hotspots of marine traffic and the world’s largest fish, the 
whale shark. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences. 119(20). 

Andrzejaczek S., et al. (2022) Diving into the vertical dimension of elasmobranch movement ecology. 
Science Advances. 8(33): DOI: https://doi.org/10.1126/sciadv.abo1754  

Perry C.T., et al. (2021) Elasmobranch microbiomes: emerging patterns and implications for host health and 
ecology. Animal Microbiomes 3: 61 

Tan M., et al. (2021) The whale shark genome reveals patterns of vertebrate gene family evolution. eLife 
e65394 

Burns A.S., et al. (2018) Broad phylogenetic diversity associated with nitrogen loss through sulfur oxidation in 
a large public marine aquarium. Applied and Environmental Microbiology. 4: e01250-18. 

Dove A.D.M., et al. (2015) Some Emerging Diseases of Elasmobranchs in Aquariums. In: (M. Smith ed.) 
Elasmobranch Husbandry Manual 2nd Ed. 

Read T.D, et al. (2015) Draft sequencing and assembly of the genome of the world’s largest fish, the whale 
shark: Rhincodon typus Smith 1828. PeerJ. Pre-print 837 

Bik H.M., et al. (2014)  Ten simple rules for effective online outreach. PLOS Computational Biology. 
McClain C.R., et al. (2014) Sizing ocean giants: patterns of intraspecific size variation in marine megafauna. 

PeerJ. 3: e715 
 
INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
TEDx Atlanta, TEDx Peachtree, National Conference on Undergraduate Research (keynote), The American 
Museum of Natural History, Monterey Bay Aquarium Research Institute, Georgia Aquarium, Shedd 
Aquarium, Moody Gardens Texas, Stony Brook University, LIU Southampton College, Hoffstra University, 
Florida Atlantic University, Kennesaw State University, Jacksonville University, the University of Texas RGV, 
FL Marine Educators Conference (keynote), Cancun Planetarium, University of North Florida (Brotman 
lecture), Atlanta Metro Chamber of Commerce, Atlanta Reef Club, Long Island Aquarium Society, IEEE, and 
New York Microscopical Society 
 
CURRENT & PRIOR ADJUNCT APPOINTMENTS 
Georgia State University, Georgia Institute of Technology, University of Georgia College of Veterinary 
Medicine, University of Florida, Cornell University College of Veterinary Medicine, Cornell 
University/University of Pennsylvania AQUAVET program, Columbia University Center for Environmental 
Research and Conservation, Stony Brook University School of Marine & Atmospheric Sciences, American 
Museum of Natural History 


