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Slope is derived, with the ArcGIS Spatial Analyst 
extension, from multibeam bathymetry collected aboard 
the NOAA Ship Hi'ialakai and R/V AHI. The slope value 
of each cell is the maximum change in elevation, in 
degrees, between the cell and its 8 neighboring cells. 
Grayscale elevation data, in meters, are courtesy of the 
USGS. See metadata for more information.

Steep and moderate slopes delineate a complex terrain 
that may provide important habitat for ahermatypic 
corals, bottomfish, or other organisms.

Steep slopes highlight an environment that 
may support a broad range of biodiversity.


