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ABSTRACT

Nehu rarvae from s.E. Kaneohe Bay, oahu, were col lected

wlth a l-m net and a plankton purge selne. The food of the

larvae was rnostly smalr copepoda. Newly feedlng rarvae ate

most ly naupl l l ,  but  changed thelr  d let  to copepodlds as they

grew larger. copepoda were selected over other food organ-

lsms that occurred 1n the bay. Larvae less than 20 rnn 1n

length fed only durlng the day. smaller Larvae contalned

more food ltems than larger larvae, but larger larvae con-

talned a greater vorume of  food. Frorn l2 l  to BBI of  the

day-caugtr t  Larvae contalned food; the lncldence of  feedlng

waa hlgher ln smarler rarvae. Nehu larvae, and probably

many other clupeld and engraulld larvae, do not have the

very Low feedlng lncldence of ten ascr lbed to these f lshes.

The average dlstance between copepod naupl l l  1n s.E. Kaneohe

Bay was very  smar l  (1 .0 -1 .2  cm) .  The purse  se lne  adequateLy

samples nehu 
. larvae both day and n1ght,  but  the l - rn net

undersamples dur lng the day. The feedlng lncldences of

larvae taken wlth the two nets were e1m1Lar,  however.  Thla

dlscredl ts the hypothesls that  only c lupeold larvae that

are starvlng, s lck or nor lbund are caught 1n convent lonal

dayt lme samples.


