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FOREWORD 

by Suzanne Case, Chair, Hawaiʻi State Department of Land and Natural Resources 

 

On behalf of the State of Hawaiʻi Department of Land and Natural Resources (DLNR), I 

am pleased to receive this inaugural edition of the Hawaiʻi Natural Resources Law Enforcement 

Manual authored by the Environmental Law Program (ELP) of the William S. Richardson 

School of Law, University Hawaiʻi at Mānoa.  This Manual evolved from reference materials 

created in 2015 by ELP Professor Denise Antolini and her team of Richardson graduates for the 

first judicial training of the Hawaiʻi Environmental Court.  This unique Court was established 

by the State Legislature in 2014 (Act 218) “to promote and protect Hawaii’s natural 

environment through consistent and uniform application of environmental laws.”  It is the first 

and only state environmental court in the United States to focus on natural resources law 

enforcement. 

 

ELP’s initial “Reference Guide” to the Hawaii Revised Statutes (H.R.S.) and Hawaii 

Administrative Rules (H.A.R.) under the jurisdiction of the then-newly created Hawaiʻi 

Environmental Court has evolved and expanded over the past seven years into two remarkable 

resources:  first, a comprehensive internal judicial Benchbook for the Hawaiʻi Environmental 

Court judges and, second, this parallel public-facing Manual.   

 

The Hawaiʻi Environmental Court has a broad range of complex state natural resources 

statutes and rules under its purview, including both civil and criminal jurisdiction.  As DLNR has 

gained experience in presenting thousands of primarily misdemeanor cases each year to the 

Court, the need for a comprehensive and updated reference guide that all stakeholders can use to 

navigate the relevant laws for the Environmental Court has become more evident.  

 

DLNR deeply appreciates the gift of this Manual from ELP.  This resource will be of 

great value to all stakeholders of the Environmental Court, including all divisions of DLNR, 

particularly the Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR) and the Division of Conservation and 

Resource Enforcement (DOCARE), county prosecutors, public defenders, conservation 

organizations, and the public.  Mahalo nui loa to Professor Antolini, and her current and former 

students, for this public service.   

 

As the Environmental Court completes its first decade, I am confident that the Judiciary, 

the Legislature, and the Executive branches of oour state government, with the support of 

academic partners such as ELP, will continue to work effectively together, as Act 218, Section 1 

states, with “constant vigilance and continued stewardship to ensure [the Hawaiʻi environment’s] 

lasting beauty, cleanliness, uniqueness, and the stability of its natural systems, all of which 

enhance the mental and physical well-being of Hawaii’s people.”  This Manual helps us all 

achieve that worthy goal.  

 

In moving forward, let us continue to be inspired to uphold our State motto:  “Ua Mau ke 

Ea o ka ʻĀina i ka Pono, which translates to “The life of the land is perpetuated in 

righteousness.” 

* * * 
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EDITOR’S NOTE  
 

by Denise E. Antolini 

 

The Environmental Law Program (ELP) of the William S. Richardson School of Law, 

University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, is honored to partner with the State Department of Land and 

Natural Resources (DLNR) on this inaugural edition of the Hawaiʻi Natural Resources Law 

Enforcement Manual. 

 

Since 2014, when the State Legislature established the Hawaiʻi Environmental Court 

through Act 218, ELP has collaborated with the Judiciary and DLNR on strengthening natural 

law resources enforcement through conferences, judicial training, the ELP-DLNR Law Fellows 

program, and creation of the Academy of the Division of Conservation Resources and 

Enforcement (DOCARE).  This Manual represents another significant step forward in that 

enduring partnership. 

 

Section I of this Manual begins with Act 218, Section 1, which conveys the 

Legislature’s intent in establishing the Hawaiʻi Environmental Court.  Section II sets out the 

implementing statute – Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes (“H.R.S.”) Chapter 604A.  Section III 

provides a reference list of all the H.R.S. Chapters that fall within the Hawaiʻi 

Environmental Court’s jurisdiction.  Sections IV and V present the substantive provisions 

of all of the H.R.S. Chapters within the jurisdiction of the Hawaiʻi Environment Court, 

grouped according to the two agencies that oversee those statutes: Section IV – H.R.S. 

Chapters Administered by the Department of Health, which includes the Office of 

Environmental Quality Control,1 and Section V – H.R.S. Chapters Administered by the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources. 

 

Each statutory section in Sections IV and V contains a bulleted reference list of the key 

provisions and, for criminal violations, the specific penalties, with excerpted language and tables 

that cross-reference the H.R.S. and the relevant H.A.R..  In addition, this first edition of the 

Manual contains several detailed explanations and illustrations of criminal penalties for 

particularly frequent marine resources crimes: violations of size, gear, and bag restrictions 

pursuant to H.R.S. § 187A-5.  A special note indicates the frequency of citations for these kinds 

of violations and illustrates how the penalty provisions have been applied in a specific 

disposition.  For some H.R.S. Chapters, “selected materials” have also been noted.  In future 

supplements or editions, these types of detailed illustration and secondary reference materials 

can be expanded in other key areas of frequent violations to assist the Hawaiʻi Environmental 

Court, DLNR, and all stakeholders in achieving more consistency and efficiency.  Where 

relevant, this section also includes administrative penalty provisions that allow violations to be 

brought before the Board of Land and Natural Resources. 

 

 
1 HB1318 HD1 SD1 CD1 (Act 152) passed by the 2021 State Legislature transferred the Office of Environmental Quality Control (renamed the 

“Environmental Review Program”) from the State Department of Health to the Office of Planning (renamed the “State Office of Planning and 

Sustainable Development”) under the State Department of Business, Economic Development, and Tourism. 
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This Manual is being published as a soft-copy version to assist with digital search and 

retrieval.  The soft copy will include in Section V direct access to over 4,000 pages of relevant 

laws:  Appendix A – Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes; Appendix B – Hawaiʻi Administrative Rules; and 

Appendix C – Session Laws since 2015 that have amended the statutes under the Environmental 

Court’s jurisdiction.  In the Manual, key headings and contents are hyperlinked for faster 

searching and access.  

 

We hope that DLNR and all stakeholders of the Hawaiʻi Environmental Court find the 

Manual helpful.  ELP plans to keep it current with annual updates.  You are warmly invited to 

provide comments and suggestions at any time to make this Manual as useful a reference tool as 

possible.   

 

On behalf of myself and the Environmental Law Program, mahalo nui loa for your 

commitment to the Hawaiʻi Environmental Court that, as Act 218, Section 1 states, “will better 

ensure that the State upholds its constitutional obligation to protect the public trust for the benefit 

of all beneficiaries.” 

 

* * * 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

The Manual would not have been possible without the support of the numerous law 

students and graduates of the Environmental Law Program (ELP) of the William S. Richardson 

School of Law, University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa, as well as the leadership and staff of the State of 

Hawaiʻi Department of Land and Natural Resources.     

 

Under the supervision of Professor Antolini, several dedicated Environmental Law 

Program students and graduates provided the essential research and drafting of the 

Manual.  Colin Lee ʻ21 shouldered the lion’s share of the work, and we are grateful for his 

meticulous compilation, synthesizing, and cross-checking of the thousands of pages of H.R.S, 

H.A.R., and Session Laws that form the backbone of the materials. Alyssa Couchie ʻ23 took over 

the research and editing responsibilities for the project when Colin graduated and updated the 

Manual with the relevant 2022 Legislative Session laws.  Their work built on the foundation laid 

by Tyler Hee ‘14, who prepared the first reference guide for the 2015 Hawaiʻi Environmental 

Court training when he was serving as a Law Fellow for the Department of Land and Natural 

Resources (“DLNR”) Division of Conservation and Resources Enforcement 

(“DOCARE”).  David Sakoda ‘10 (DLNR, Division of Aquatic Resources program manager), 

Ian Garrod ‘17 (the current DOCARE Law Fellow), and Ryan McDermott ‘19 (former DAR 

Law Fellow) provided invaluable review of the contents and field-tested suggestions for specific 

sections of the Manual. 

 

Through the collaborative effort of the State Department of Land and Natural Resources 

and the Environmental Law Program, this inaugural Manual is a hoʻokupu from ELP and all of 

these dedicated early-career environmental lawyers to the judges, resource managers, attorneys, 

resource users, and the public involved in the enforcement of civil and criminal laws that protect 

Hawaiʻi’s precious natural resources.  



7 
 

 

I.  HAWAIʻI ENVIRONMENTAL COURT – ENABLING LEGISLATION (ACT 218, 2014) 

 

ACT 218 

A Bill for an Act Relating to the Environmental Courts. 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Hawaii: 

 

SECTION 1. The legislature finds that environmental disputes are currently dealt 

with in a variety of courts. This organizational structure inadvertently promotes 

inconsistent application of the wide variety of environmental laws. 

 

The legislature also finds that the continued maintenance and improvement of 

Hawaii’s environment requires constant vigilance and continued stewardship to 

ensure its lasting beauty, cleanliness, uniqueness, and the stability of its natural 

systems, all of which enhance the mental and physical well-being of Hawaii’s 

people. 

 

The legislature further finds that Hawaii’s natural resources are compromised every 

day resulting in numerous violations of the law. An environmental court will better 

ensure that the State upholds its constitutional obligation to protect the public trust 

for the benefit of all beneficiaries. 

 

The purpose of this Act is to promote and protect Hawaii’s natural environment 

through consistent and uniform application of environmental laws by establishing 

environmental courts. 

 

. . .  

 

Note:  The full text of Act 218 is available in Appendix C.  
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II.  H.R.S. CHAPTER 604A 
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III.  ENVIRONMENTAL COURT JURISDICTION LIST  
 

Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes (H.R.S.) Chapters within the jurisdiction of the Hawaiʻi Environmental 

Court pursuant to H.R.S. § 604A-2 are listed below.  This first edition of the Hawaiʻi Natural 

Resources Law Enforcement Manual is updated through the 2022 Legislative Session. Full 

versions of these statutes and 2022 Acts are provided in Appendix A.  The corresponding 

chapters of the Hawaiʻi Administrative Rules (H.A.R.) are provided in Appendix B.  

 

6D    Protection of Caves 

6E    Historic Preservation 

6K    Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve 

171    Public Lands, Management and Disposition of 

172    Land Commission Awards; Surveys 

174C   State Water Code 

179D   Dams and Reservoirs 

181    Strip Mining 

182    Reservation and Disposition of Government Mineral Rights 

183    Forest Reserves, Water Development, Zoning 

183C   Conservation District 

183D   Wildlife 

184    State Parks and Recreation Areas 

185    Land Fire Protection Law 

187A   Aquatic Resources 

188    Fishing Rights and Regulations 

189    Commercial Fishing  

190    Marine Life Conservation Program 

190D   Ocean and Submerged Lands Leasing 

195    Natural Area Reserves System 

195D   Conservation of Aquatic Life, Wildlife, and Land Plants 

195F   Forest Stewardship 

197    General Provisions Relating to Aquatic Resources and Wildlife 

198D   Hawaiʻi Statewide Trail and Access System 

199    Conservation and Resources Enforcement Program 

199D   Civil Natural Resource Violations Act 

200    Ocean Recreation and Coastal Areas Programs 

200D   Kane‘ohe Bay Regional Council



 

 

IV. DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND NATURAL RESOURCES ENFORCEMENT TOOLKIT 
 

Civil Resource Violations System: 

 

The Civil Resource Violations System (“CRVS”) was established by Act 142 in 2004 and 

codified in Hawaiʻi Revised Statutes (“HRS”) 199D. The purpose of the CRVS was to 

streamline the processing of violations of departmental regulations for which administrative 

penalties have been authorized by law or rules adopted thereunder.2  The Board of Land and 

Natural Resources (“BLNR”) adopted Hawaii Administrative Rules (“HAR”), Chapter 13-1, 

Subchapter 7, for the Department’s CRVS. 

 

Some of the objectives of the CRVS system are to provide fair, fast, and cost-effective 

enforcement measures through an expedited administrative process that benefits the parties, the 

public, and the Department. CRVS affords the Division of Conservation and Resource 

Enforcement (“DOCARE”) Chief or Enforcement Officer another option when instituting 

enforcement actions against violators, allowing them to divert certain offenses from the criminal 

courts. Those cases that do go in front of the Environmental Court would be the more egregious 

violations. CRVS matters are to be processed by the Department’s Administrative Proceedings 

Office as a civil proceeding with standard fines, similar to the processing of a traffic ticket. The 

benefits of CRVS are quicker dispositions, less burdensome evidentiary standards, and more 

uniform imposition of penalties. In many cases, the imposition of administrative sanctions 

against a person for a civil resource violation does not preclude criminal prosecution against the 

same person for a criminal offense committed in the same course of conduct, and vice versa. 

 

Each division within the Department may petition the BLNR to adopt an administrative 

sanctions schedule. The purpose of the administrative sanctions schedule is to provide a list of all 

the statutes and administrative rules subject to maximum administrative fines provided in the 

schedule through the Department’s CRVS. Administrative fines are authorized by statutes and 

administrative rules. Since the administrative sanctions schedules do not go through the formal 

Chapter 91, HRS, rulemaking process, the Department treats each BLNR-approved 

administrative sanctions schedule as guidelines. In March 2009, the BLNR adopted the 

Department’s first administrative sanctions schedule from the Division of Aquatic Resources.  

The BLNR has since approved administrative sanctions schedules for the Division of Aquatic 

Resources (amended), Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation, the Office of Conservation 

and Coastal Lands, the Engineering Division, Division of State Parks, and the Division of 

Forestry and Wildlife. 

 

The BLNR approved the Division of Forestry and Wildlife’s (“DOFAW”) Administrative 

Sanctions Schedule on June 10, 2021. DOFAW manages public lands designated as forest 

reserves, natural area reserves, wildlife sanctuaries, game management areas, and public hunting 

areas; provides opportunities for outdoor recreation through the Na Ala Hele trail system and 

public hunting opportunities; and protects and manages threatened and endangered species 

throughout the Hawaiian Islands. Thus, with over 200 statutes and administrative rules in 

 
2 H.R.S 199D-1(a) 
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DOFAW’s Administrative Sanctions Schedule, the Department now has another tool to process 

violations of forestry and wildlife regulations. 

 

The Department is currently working on a few steps before rolling out CRVS in the field. 

The Department is finalizing a CRVS Notice of Violation (“NOV”) specific to the CRVS 

system, developing tools to link the DOCARE and Administrative Proceedings Office databases 

to track repeat offenders, and finalizing a pilot roll-out for DOFAW’s Administrative Sanctions 

Schedule. 

  

Administrative Actions to the Boards 

 

In certain circumstances the Hawaii Revised Statutes (“HRS”) authorize the Board of Land 

Natural Resources (“BLNR”) to set, charge, and collect administrative fines and to recover 

administrative fees and costs, including attorney’s fees and costs from violators. Considerations 

when determining whether to bring an enforcement action before the BLNR include: whether the 

violation amounts to a major impact on the resource, whether the violation required a significant 

investment in investigative resources, and the potential deterrent effect. 
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Administrative Actions to the Board 

2011-2021 

 

DATE 

OF 

BLNR 

DECISI

ON (Date 

of 

Incident) 

(* = 

Contested 

Case) 

# OF 

VIOLAT

ORS 

FACTS H.A.R. SECTION PENALTY 

LInk to 

Board 

Submittal 

and 

Minutes 

2014 

(Incident 

2013) 

1 Violated 

Hawaii 

Administrative 

Rules § 13-75-

12.4 by 

engaging 

illegal lay net 

activity at 

Kanaha Beach 

Park, Wailuku, 

Maui. 

§13-75-12.4(f)(1) Unlawful Use of Lay Net Maui $4,000 (DAR 

Recommended 

Assessment) 

Submittal 

Minutes 
§ 13-75-12.4(a)(2)(A) Unlawful for any person within the 

jurisdiction of state waters to possess or 

use a lay net which is, or lay nets which, 

longer than one hundred twenty-five feet 

in length when set end to end, and more 

than seven feet in stretched height 

https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/meeting/submittals/141010/F-2.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/meeting/minutes/141010-minutes.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/meeting/minutes/141010-minutes.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/meeting/minutes/141010-minutes.pdf
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2015 

(Incident 

2013) 

1 Violated 

Hawaii 

Administrative 

Rules § 13-95-

70 by breaking 

and damaging 

approximately 

20 specimens 

of stony coral 

(or 

approximately 

47 square 

meters of poor 

quality reef) 

when the 

vessel ran 

aground near 

Maʻaleaa 

Harbor, Maui. 

§13-95-70(a)(1) Unlawfully take, break, or damage any 

stony coral 

$7,000 

(Settlement) 

Submittal 

Minutes 

2018* 
(Incident 
2010) 

1 Violated 

Hawaii 

§13-95-70(a)(1) Unlawfully take, break, or damage any 

stony coral 

$37,603.59 

(Settled) 

Submittal 

Minutes 

https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/meeting/submittals/150612/F-6.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/meeting/minutes/150612-minutes.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/meeting/minutes/150612-minutes.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/meeting/minutes/150612-minutes.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2018/11/F-1-1.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/181207-minutes.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/181207-minutes.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/181207-minutes.pdf
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Administrative 

Rules §§ 13-

95-70 and 13-

95-71 by 

breaking and 

damaging 

approximately 

18 specimens 

of stony coral 

and 

approximately 

1.361 square 

meters of live 

rock when the 

vessel ran 

aground within 

the Waikiki-

Diamond Head 

Shoreline 

Fisheries 

Management 

Area, Oʻahu. 

§13-95-71(a)(1) Unlawfully, take, break, or damage any 

live rock 

2020* 3 Violated 

Hawaii 

Administrative 

Rules §§ 13-

60.4-4, 13-

60.4-7, 13-74-

§13-60.4-4(3)(B) Possession of aquarium collecting gear or 

aquatic life for aquarium purposes without 

a valid West Hawaiʻi aquarium permit 

$38,600 Submittal 

Minutes 

§ 13-60.4-4(3)(D) Possession of aquarium collecting gear or 

aquatic life for aquarium purposes on an 

unregistered/unmarked aquarium 

$37,800 

https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/F-1-1.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/200522-Minutes.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/200522-Minutes.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/200522-Minutes.pdf
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20, 13-75-14 

by possessing 

illegal 

aquarium 

collection gear 

and fish 

collected for 

aquarium 

purposes in the 

West Hawaiʻi 

Regional 

Fishery 

Management 

Area. 

collection vessel 

§13-60.4-4(4) Possession of unmarked commercial 

aquarium collecting gear 

$38,000 (1 

party's 

settlement 

amount) 

§13-60.4-7(a) Engaging in aquarium collecting activities 

without a valid State of Hawai‘i aquarium 

fish permit Total 

§13-60.4-7(b) Possession of non-white list species $76,400 

§13-60.4-7(c)(1) Failure to register as an aquarium 

collecting vessel 

(Other 2 parties' 

total fine) 

§13-60.4-7(c)(2) Failure to display the required “AQ” 

marking on both sides of the vessel 

§13-60.4-7(c)(3) Failure to display the aquarium pennant 

§13-74-20(a) Take of marine life for commercial 

purpose without a valid CML 

2020 

(Incident 

1 Violated 

Hawaii 

§13-95-70(a)(1) Unlawfully take, break, or damage any 

stony coral 

$100,000 Submittal 

Minutes 

https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/F-2-1.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Minutes-200828A.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Minutes-200828A.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Minutes-200828A.pdf
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2018) Administrative 

Rules §§13-

95-70 and -71 

by breaking 

and damaging 

approximately 

431 specimens 

of stony coral 

and 

approximately 

14 square 

meters of live 

rock when the 

vessel 

attempted to 

anchor within 

Kailua Bay. 

§13-95-71(a)(1) Unlawfully, take, break, or damage any 

live rock 

2021* 1 Violated 

Hawaii 

Administrative 

Rules 

(“HAR”) 

§§13-60.4-4, 

13-60.4-6, and 

13-60.4-7 by 

possessing 

illegal 

§13-60.4-4(3)(B) Possession of aquarium collecting gear or 

aquatic life for aquarium purposes without 

a valid West Hawaiʻi aquarium permit 

$69,800 (DAR 

Recommended 

Fine; CCH 

requested but not 

scheduled as of 

8/21) 

Submittal 

Minutes 

§13-60.4-4(3)(D) Possession of aquarium collecting gear or 

aquatic life for aquarium purposes on an 

unregistered/unmarked aquarium 

collection vessel 

§13-60.4-4(4) Possession of unmarked commercial 

aquarium collecting gear 

§13-60.4-4(6) Possession of both SCUBA gear and a 

https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/F-2.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Minutes-210226.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Minutes-210226.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Minutes-210226.pdf
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aquarium 

collection gear 

and fish 

collected for 

aquarium 

purposes 

within the 

West Hawai‘i 

Regional 

Fishery 

Management 

Area 

(“WHRFMA”)

. 

spear at the same time 

§13-60.4-6(a)(1) Possession of an unregistered lay net 

§ 60.4-6(a)(2) Possession of more than one lay net 

§13-60.4-6(a)(3)(b) Possession or use of a lay net which is of 

less than two and three-fourths inches 

stretched mesh 

§13-60.4-7(a) Engaging in aquarium collecting activities 

without a valid State of Hawai‘i aquarium 

fish permit 

§13-60.4-7(c)(1) Failure to register as an aquarium 

collecting vessel 

§13-60.4-7(c)(2) Failure to display the required “AQ” 

marking on both sides of the vessel 

§13-60.4-7(c)(3) Failure to display the aquarium pennant 

2021 

(Incident 

2020) 

2 (Green 

= both 

violators; 

Blue = 

One 

violator) 

Violated 

Hawaii 

Administrative 

Rules 

(“HAR”) §§ 

13-60.4-4, 13-

60.4-5, 13-

60.4-6, 13-

60.4-7, and 

13-74-20 by 

possessing 

§13-60.4-4(3)(a) Possession of aquarium collecting gear, or 

take or possession of any specimen of 

aquatic life for aquarium purposes 

between sunset and sunrise within the 

WHRFMA. 

$48,800 (Jointly 

and Severally 

Liable) 

Submittal 

Minutes 

§13-60.4-4(3)(B) Possession of aquarium collecting gear or 

aquatic life for aquarium purposes without 

a valid West Hawaiʻi aquarium permit 

$59,618 

§13-60.4-4(3)(D) Possession of aquarium collecting gear or 

aquatic life for aquarium purposes on an 

unregistered/unmarked aquarium Total 

https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/F-1.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Minutes-210226.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Minutes-210226.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/Minutes-210226.pdf
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illegal 

aquarium 

collection 

gear, illegal 

fishing gear, 

and fish 

collected for 

aquarium 

purposes 

within the 

West Hawai‘i 

Regional 

Fishery 

Management 

Area 

(“WHRFMA”)

; second 

violator further 

violated HAR 

§§ 13-241-10, 

13-243-1, and 

13-244-15.5 

by operating a 

vessel with an 

expired 

registration, 

without 

required safety 

collection vessel 

§13-60.4-4(4) Possession of unmarked commercial 

aquarium collecting gear $61,415 

§13-60.4-5(b)(2) Possession of aquarium collecting gear, or 

take or possession of any specimen of 

aquatic life for aquarium purposes within 

a Fish Replenishment Area 

(Board Assessed) 

§13-60.4-6(a)(1) Possession of an unregistered lay net 

§13-60.4-6(a)(3)(b) Possession or use of a lay net which is of 

less than two and three-fourths inches 

stretched mesh 

§13-60.4-7(a) Engaging in aquarium collecting activities 

without a valid State of Hawai‘i aquarium 

fish permit 

§13-60.4-7(b) Possession of non-white list species 

§13-60.4-7(c)(1) Failure to register as an aquarium 

collecting vessel 

§13-60.4-7(c)(2) Failure to display the required “AQ” 

marking on both sides of the vessel 

§13-60.4-7(c)(3) Failure to display the aquarium pennant 

§13-74-20(a) Take of marine life for commercial 

purpose without a valid CML 

§13-241-10 Period of validity and renewal of 

certificate of number 



20 
 

 

equipment 

onboard, and 

without 

possessing a 

required boater 

safety 

certificate. 

§13-243-1(a) Distress signals required on vessels 

§13-244-15.5(a) Possession of a certificate of completion 

from a National Association of State 

Boating Law Administrators 

2021 

(Incident 

2020) 

1 Violated 

Hawaii 

Administrative 

Rules § 13-75-

7 by 

depositing a 

substance 

deleterious to 

aquatic life 

into State 

waters without 

a permit and 

poisoning 

thousands of 

prawns. 

§13-75-7(a)(4) Unlawful Use of Poisonous Substance $633,640 Submittal 

Minutes 

(Draft) 

https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/F-2.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Minutes-210514-D.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Minutes-210514-D.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Minutes-210514-D.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Minutes-210514-D.pdf
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§§ AUTHORIZING ADMINISTRATIVE PENALTIES 

 

§ HRS § HAR HRS Board Authorized 

Language 

Penalty 

§ 187A-12.5 § 13-75-2 Provides that “[e]xcept as 

otherwise provided by law, the 

board is authorized to set, 

charge, and collect 

administrative fines and to 

recover administrative fees and 

costs, including attorney’s fees 

and costs, or bring legal action 

to recover administrative fines, 

fees, and costs, including 

attorney’s fees and costs, or 

payment for damages or for the 

cost to correct damages... 

For violations involving 

threatened or endangered 

species, the administrative 

fines shall be as follows: For 

a first violation, a fine of not 

more than $5,000; Second 

violation within five years of 

a prior violation: fine up to 

$10,000 

Third violation within five 

years of the last violation: 

fine up to $15,000. All other 

violations: First violation a 

fine up to $1,000; Second 

violation within five years of 

a prior violation fine up to 

$2,000; Third violation 

within five years of the last 

violation fine up to $3,000. 

§ 13-76-4 

§ 13-77-4 

§ 13-95-2 

§ 13-86.1-6 

§13-47-4 

§13-48-6 

§13-49.5-4 

§13-49.6-4 

§13-50-3 

§13-51-4 

§13-52-4 

§13-53-4 

§13-54.5 

§13-55.4 

§13-56.4 

§13-57-4 

§13-58-5 

§13-60-5 

§13-60.4-8 

§13-60.7-6 

§13-60.8-7 

§13-61-3 

§13-62-7 

§13-63-4 

§13-64-6 

§13-65-6 
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§ 6K-8.5 § 13-261-5 Except as otherwise provided 

by law, the commission is 

authorized to set, charge, and 

collect administrative fines, or 

bring legal action to recover 

administrative costs of the 

commission or the department, 

or payment for damages, or for 

the cost to correct damages 

resulting from a violation of 

chapter 6K or any rule adopted 

thereunder. 

Provides for first violation 

fine up to $10,000, second 

violation up to $15,000, and 

up to $25,000 for third 

violation. In addition, fines 

may be issued for specific 

takings. 

§ 171-6.4 §13-121-5 Except as otherwise provided 

by law, the board or its 

authorized representative by 

proper delegation may set, 

charge, and collect 

administrative fines or bring 

legal action to recover 

administrative fees and costs as 

documented by receipts or 

affidavit, including attorneys’ 

fees and costs; or bring legal 

action to recover administrative 

fines, fees, and costs, including 

attorneys’ fees and costs, or 

payment for damages resulting 

from a violation of this chapter 

or any rule adopted pursuant to 

this chapter. 

Allows for a fine of up to 

$2,500 for first violation, 

$5,000 for second, and 

$10,000 for subsequent 

violations. 

§ 174C-15 §13-168-3 Any person who violates any 

provision of this chapter, or any 

rule adopted pursuant to this 

chapter, may be subject to a 

fine imposed by the 

commission. 

Fine shall not exceed 

$5,000. For a continuing 

offense, each day during 

which the offense is 

committed is a separate 

violation. 
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§ 179D-8 § 13-190.1-5 Except as otherwise provided 

by law, the board may set, 

charge, and collect 

administrative penalties and 

recover administrative fees and 

costs, including attorney’s fees 

and costs, or bring legal action 

to recover administrative 

penalties, fees, and costs, 

including attorney’s fees and 

costs, or payment for damages 

or for the cost to correct 

damages resulting from a 

violation of this chapter or any 

rule, order, or condition 

adopted, issued, or required 

under this chapter. 

The administrative penalty 

shall not exceed $25,000 per 

day of a violation, and each 

day during which the 

violation continues shall 

constitute an additional, 

separate, and distinct 

violation. The board shall 

effectuate rules, procedures, 

and fee schedules to carry 

out the purposes of this 

section 

§ 183C-7 § 13-5-6 The board may set, charge, and 

collect the fine based on the 

value of the natural resource 

that is damaged, the market 

value of the natural resource 

damaged, and any other factor 

it deems appropriate, such as 

the loss of the natural resource 

to its natural habitat and 

environment and the cost of 

restoration or replacement. 

Up to $15,000 per violation 

in addition to costs. Willful 

violators may also be fined 

an additional $15,000 per 

violation. 

§ 183D-12 § 13-126-11 Except as otherwise provided The administrative fines 
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 § 13-124-8(e) by law, the board is authorized 

to set, charge, and collect 

administrative fines or bring 

legal action to recover 

administrative costs of the 

department or payment for 

damages or for the cost to 

correct damages resulting from 

a violation of subtitle 4 of title 

12 or any rule adopted 

thereunder. 

shall be as follows: (1) For a 

first violation, by a fine of 

not more than $10,000; (2) 

For a second violation 

within five years of a 

previous violation, by a fine 

of not more than $15,000; 

and (3) For a third or 

subsequent violation within 

five years of the last 

violation, by a fine of not 

more than $25,000. (b) In 

addition, an administrative 

fine of up to $5,000 may be 

levied for each specimen of 

wildlife taken, killed, 

injured, or damaged in 

violation of subtitle 4 of title 

12 or any rule adopted 

thereunder. 

§ 195D-9(d) § 13-107-8 Except as otherwise provided 

by law, the board or its 

authorized representative by 

proper delegation is authorized 

to set, charge, and collect 

administrative fines or bring 

legal action to recover 

administrative fees and costs as 

documented by receipts or 

affidavit, including attorneys’ 

fees and costs, or bring legal 

action to recover administrative 

fines, fees, and costs, including 

attorneys’ fees and costs, or 

payment for damages or for the 

cost to correct damages 

resulting from a violation of 

this chapter or any rule adopted 

thereunder. 

The administrative fines 

shall be as follows: (1) For a 

first violation, a fine of not 

more than $2,500; (2) For a 

second violation within five 

years of a previous violation, 

a fine of not more than 

$5,000; and (3) For a third 

or subsequent violation 

within five years of the last 

violation, a fine of not more 

than $10,000. (e) In 

addition, an administrative 

fine of up to $5,000 may be 

levied for each specimen of 

wildlife or plant taken, 

killed, injured, or damaged 

in violation of this chapter or 

any rule adopted thereunder. 
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§ 195F-7 N/A Gives Board authority to adopt 

penalty payback provision to be 

applied in the event that a 

landowner terminates any 

approved practice required 

under the management plan, 

and agreed to by board and 

landowner.  

§ 198D-12 § 13-130-49 Except as otherwise provided 

by law, the board or its 

authorized representative by 

proper delegation may set, 

charge, and collect 

administrative fines or bring 

legal action to recover 

administrative fees and costs as 

documented by receipts or 

affidavit, including attorneys’ 

fees and costs; or bring legal 

action to recover administrative 

fines, fees, and costs, including 

attorneys’ fees and costs, or 

payment for damages or for the 

cost to correct damages 

resulting from a violation of 

this chapter or any rule adopted 

pursuant to this chapter. 

Provides that violators may 

be fined up to $2,500 for 

first violation, up to $5,000 

for second violation within 

five years, and up to $10,000 

for third and subsequent 

violations within five years. 

Criminal action does not 

preclude the State from 

pursuing civil action to 

recover fines and costs from 

violators. 
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§ 200-14.5(b)&(c) § 13-230-

4(b) 

Except as otherwise provided 

by law, the board is authorized 

to set, charge, and collect 

administrative fines and to 

recover administrative fees and 

costs, including attorney’s fees 

and costs, or bring legal action 

to recover administrative fines 

and fees and costs, including 

attorney’s fees and costs, or 

payment for damages or for the 

cost to correct damages 

resulting from a violation of 

subtitle 8 of title 12 or any rule 

adopted thereunder. Each day 

or instance of violation shall 

constitute a separate offense. 

Provides that for violations 

involving pollution of waters 

of the State, fine of not more 

than $10,000 for first 

violation, fine of not more 

than $15,000 for second 

violation within five years, 

and fine of not more than 

$25,000 for third or 

subsequent violations within 

five years. 

 

 

Mandatory Education Course Under Alternative Sentencing and Supplemental Education 

and Training 

 

In 2016, Act 67 established Alternative Sentencing and Supplemental Education and 

Training (“ASSET”) as an appropriate penalty for certain aquatic resources and wildlife 

violations under HRS Title 12 Chapter 5.3 As a result, the Environmental Court may require the 

defendant to complete a mandatory education course in addition to or in lieu of paying all or any 

portion of a monetary fine. 

 

The DLNR Division of Aquatic Resources and DOCARE have partnered on creating the 

curriculum for the education course under ASSET.  The curriculum is called “ʻIke Kai” and has 

been available since [year] as part of the DLNR Makai Watch Program. A module of ʻIke Kai 

was presented to the Environmental Court at the 2019 Training. Currently, DLNR has issued a 

request for proposals to secure a contract with a company that will post the online version of ʻIke 

Kai as the mandatory education course for the use of the Environmental Court Judges. DLNR 

expects to make the ʻIke Kai education course available to the Environmental Court by the end 

of 2021. 

 

 

 

 

 
3 H.R.S 187A-13(b), 188-70(c), 190.5(c) 
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Mandatory Community Service Alternative Sentencing and Supplemental Education and 

Training 

 

In 2016, Act 67 established community service as an appropriate penalty for certain aquatic 

resources and wildlife violations under HRS Title 12 Chapter 5. As a result, the Environmental 

Court may require the defendant to perform community service administered by one of the 

Department of Land and Natural Resources (“DLNR”) approved organizations in lieu of paying 

any monetary fine.  

 

DLNR has approved three sites for community service placements: (1) Mālama Pūpūkea 

Waimea, (2) Makiki Base Yard, and (3) Maʻo Community Farm. Between 2017 and 2019 there 

were 28 community service placements, ranging from 4 to 50hours in length. The average length 

of a community placement was 20hours.  

 

Division of Conservation and Resource Enforcement (“DOCARE”) Academy   

 

The DOCARE Academy and training program secured the approval of the Board of Land 

and Natural Resources and the Attorney General’s Office, and in January 2020, successfully 

launched the first-ever Officer Training Academy for Conservation Resources Enforcement 

Officer I (CREO I) entry-level officers at the Honolulu Community College Marine Education 

Training Center (“METC”). 
 

Recruits received over 1000 hours of instruction over seven months. Instructors from various 

backgrounds provided lectures on a wide range of topics, including: Hawaii Revised Statutes, 

Hawaii Administrative Rules, the Environmental Court, vessel and thrill craft operation, Hunters 

Education Course, Aquatic Species identification, Native Hawaiian Law, and human services.  

Training also included presentations by federal partner agencies. 

 

V.  H.R.S. CHAPTERS ADMINISTERED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF LAND AND 

NATURAL RESOURCES 
 

H.R.S. Ch. 6D – Protection of Caves 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 6D or in Appendix A.  

 

Key Provisions 

● Prohibitions relating to caves. 

● “ʻCave’ means any naturally occurring void, cavity, recess, or system of interconnected 

passages large enough for human entry, occurring beneath the surface of the earth or within a 

cliff or ledge, including the cave resources therein, whether or not an entrance exists or is 

natural or artificial, and that is of archaeological, geological, biological, or cultural 

significance.  The term includes such forms as a lava tube, natural pit, sinkhole, underwater 

cave, or other feature that is an extension of the entrance.”  H.R.S. § 6D-1. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 6D-12 

o Offense level: petty misdemeanor  

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0006D/
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▪ First offense: fine no less than $1,000 

▪ Subsequent offense: fine no less than $1,500 

● Penalties under this chapter are cumulative.  H.R.S. § 6D-13. 

 

There are no corresponding Hawaii Administrative Rules to this chapter. 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 6E – Historic Preservation 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 6E or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Preservation, restoration, and maintenance of state historical and cultural resources. 

● Criminal Penalty Provisions: offense specific criminal penalty provisions. 

o H.R.S. § 6E-71 – penalty for taking, appropriation, excavation, injury, destruction, or 

alteration of historic property or aviation artifact. 

▪ Offense level: misdemeanor 

▪ Fine not to exceed $25,000 

▪ Each continued day constitutes distinct and separate offense 

o H.R.S. § 6E-72 – penalty for taking, appropriation, excavation, injury, destruction, or 

alteration of a burial site. 

▪ Offense level: misdemeanor 

▪ Fine not to exceed $25,000 

▪ Each continued day constitutes distinct and separate offense 

o H.R.S. § 6E-73 – penalty for failure to stop work upon discovery of a burial site. 

▪ Offense level: misdemeanor 

▪ Fine not to exceed $25,000 

▪ Each continued day constitutes distinct and separate offense 

● “The criminal penalties imposed by this part are in addition to, and not in lieu of, any civil or 

administrative penalties provided by law.” H.R.S. § 6E-74 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 48 (2017) granted an exemption to the Department of 

Transportation and its contractors from the requirements of this chapter “to the extent 

necessary to expedite” particular projects. 

 

Selected References 

State Historic Preservation Division Hawaiʻi Cultural Resource Information 

System Training Video 

 

State Historic Preservation Division Hawaiʻi Cultural Resource Information 

System Online Help Guide 

 

 

 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0006E/
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0006E/
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0006E/
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0006E/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act48.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lRrDBxwu-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1lRrDBxwu-w
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/shpd/files/2020/11/HICRISHelp-External.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/shpd/files/2020/11/HICRISHelp-External.pdf
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Historic Preservation Division 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Statutory Authority 

and Penalty Provision(s) 

 

 Chapter 146 

Subchapter 5 
 

§13-46-69 Purpose 

§13-46-70 ʻIolani Palace State Monument 

restrictions 
§13-46-71 ʻIolani Palace Monument Permit 

Limits 

§13-46-72 Penalties 

Provides regulations for the 

grounds of ‘Iolani Palace 

restricting certain activities in 

addition to the rest of H.A.R. 

Title 13 Ch. 146. 

Authority:  Statutory 

authority in H.R.S. §§ 6E-7, 

6E-35, 171-6, and 184-5. 

 

Penalty Provisions:  H.A.R. 

§ 13-146-72 provides that 

permits may be revoked if 

terms and conditions are 

violated and violators may be 

ordered to leave the 

monument and refused future 

permits. 

Chapter 275 
 

§13-275-1 Purpose 

§13-275-2 Definitions 

§13-275-3 Obtaining a determination letter; 
generally 

§13-275-4 Fees 

§13-275-5 Identification and inventory of 

historic properties 
§13-275-6 Evaluation of significance 

§13-275-7 Determining effects to significant 

historic properties 

§13-275-8 Mitigation 

§13-275-9 Verification of completion of the 
detailed mitigation plan 

§13-275-10 Conclusion of the historic 

preservation review process 

§13-275-11 Reconsideration of findings after 

process is closed 
§13-275-12 Discovery of previously 

unknown historic properties during 

implementation of a project 

§13-275-13 Emergency projects 

§13-275-14 Penalty 

Provides regulations for the 

use and conservation of 

historic properties that apply 

to state and county agencies 

funding or undertaking 

projects that may impact 

historic properties. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 6E-3. 

 

Penalty Provisions:  H.A.R. 

§ 13-275-14 provides for 

denial or revocation of 

written concurrence or 

agreement from State Historic 

Preservation Division, and 

prosecution under H.R.S. § 

6E-11. 

 

 

Chapter 276 
 
§13-276-1 Policy and purpose 

§13-276-2 Definitions 

§13-276-3 Archaeological inventory survey, 

generally 

§13-276-4 Archaeological field survey 
§13-276-5 Archaeological inventory survey 

report 

§13-276-6 Final disposition of collections 

§13-276-7 Significance assessments 

§13-276-8 Recommendations 
§13-276-9 Penalty 

 

Provides regulations and 

standards for required 

archeological inventory 

surveys and reports for the 

historic preservation review 

process. 

Authority: H.R.S. § 6E-3. 

 

Penalty Provisions:  H.A.R. 

§ 13-276-9 provides that non-

compliance with this chapter 

“shall result in a directive to 

the person not to proceed with 

project ground alteration, a 

denial or revocation of [State 

Historic Preservation 

Division] written concurrence 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146-51.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146-51.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146-51.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146-51.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/shpd/rules/275.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/shpd/rules/276.pdf
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or agreement, and shall also 

be penalized as provided in 

section 6E-11,HRS, and 

applicable laws.” 

Chapter 277 
 

§13-277-1 Policy and purpose 

§13-277-2 Definitions 

§13-277-3 Preservation plan 
§13-277-4 Buffer zones 

§13-277-5 Interim protection measures 

§13-277-6 Long term preservation measures 

§13-277-7 Interpretation requirements 

§13-277-8 Penalty 

Provides requirements for 

preservation planning and 

standards for long term 

preservation measures. 

Authority: H.R.S. § 6E-3. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-277-8 provides that non-

compliance with this chapter 

“may result in a directive to 

the person not to proceed with 

construction in the project 

area, a denial or revocation of 

[State Historic Preservation 

Division] written concurrence 

or agreement, and penalties as 

provided in section 6E-11, 

HRS… and applicable laws.” 

Chapter 278 
 
§13-278-1 Policy and purpose 

§13-278-2 Definitions 

§13-278-3 Preparation of data recovery plan 

§13-278-5 Final disposition of collections 
§13-278-6 Penalty 

 

Establishes standards for 

archeological data recovery 

studies and protections for 

quality of mitigation 

measures relating the 

minimization of impact to 

historic properties. 

Authority: H.R.S. § 6E-3. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-278-6 provides that non-

compliance with this chapter 

“may result in a directive to 

the person not to proceed with 

construction in the project 

area, a denial or revocation of 

[State Historic Preservation 

Division] written concurrence 

or agreement, and penalties as 

provided in section 6E-11, 

HRS, and applicable laws.” 

Chapter 279 
 

§13-279-1 Policy and purpose 

§13-279-2 Definitions 

§13-279-3 Archaeological monitoring, 
generally 

§13-279-4 Archaeological monitoring plan 

§13-279-5 Monitoring report 

§13-279-6 Final disposition of collections 

and human skeletal remains 
§13-279-7 Penalty 

Provides standards for 

archeological monitoring, 

identification, mitigation, and 

post-mitigation measures for 

projects impacting historic 

properties and burial sites. 

Authority: H.R.S. § 6E-3. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-279-7 provides that non-

compliance with this chapter 

“shall result in a directive to 

the person not to proceed with 

construction in the project 

area, a denial or revocation of 

[State Historic Preservation 

Division] written concurrence 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/shpd/rules/277.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/shpd/rules/278.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/shpd/rules/279.pdf
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or agreement, and shall also 

be penalized as provided in 

section 6E-11, HRS, and 

applicable laws.” 

Chapter 280 
 

§13-280-1 Policy and purpose 
§13-280-2 Definitions 

§13-280-3 Procedure for inadvertent 

discoveries 

§13-280-4 Proceeding with the project in the 

immediate vicinity of the historic property 
§13-280-5 Penalty 

Provides procedural 

requirements for the 

inadvertent discovery of 

historic properties. 

Authority: H.R.S. § 6E-3. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-280-5 provides that non-

compliance with this chapter 

“shall result in a directive to 

the person not to proceed with 

construction in the project 

area, a denial or revocation of 

[State Historic Preservation 

Division] written concurrence 

or agreement, and shall also 

be penalized as provided in 

section 6E-11, HRS, and 

applicable laws.” 

Chapter 281 
 

§13-281-1 Purpose 
§13-281-2 Definitions 

§13-281-3 Archaeology 

§13-281-4 Architecture 

§13-281-5 Architectural history 
§13-281-6 Ethnography 

§13-281-7 History 

§13-281-8 Physical Anthropology 

§13-281-9 Advice available from state 

historic preservation division 
§13-281-10 Penalty 

Establishes standards of 

professional qualification for 

archeologists, architects, 

architectural historians, 

ethnographers, histories, and 

physical anthropologists 

working on projects requiring 

historic preservation review. 

Authority: H.R.S. § 6E-3. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-281-10 provides that if a 

principal investigator fails to 

meet the minimum 

professional standards then 

work done by the investigator 

shall be automatically 

rejected.  Furthermore, the 

State Historic Preservation 

Division’s written 

concurrence for the relevant 

work shall be denied, any 

permit shall be revoked or 

denied, and the penalties of 

H.A.R. Chapters 13-257 and 

13-282 and section 6E-11, 

H.R.S., shall be applied as 

appropriate. 

Chapter 282 
 
§13-282-1 Policy and purpose 

§13-282-2 Definitions 

§13-282-3 Archaeological permits 

§13-282-4 Fees 

Provides regulations for a 

permitting process for any 

archeological field work 

Authority: H.R.S. § 6E-3. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-282-5 provides that should 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/shpd/rules/280.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/shpd/rules/281.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/shpd/rules/282.pdf
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§13-282-5 Penalty undertaken anywhere in the 

state except federal lands. 

“a party alter an 

archaeological property 

without a permit or should not 

fulfill a permit’s conditions” 

then the principal investigator 

and/or the firm shall be 

subject to penalties under 6E-

11, the violator shall forfeit 

all items collection and all 

information recorded, and a 

permit may be revoked. 

Chapter 283 
 

§13-283-1 Policy and purpose 

§13-283-2 Definitions 

§13-283-3 Osteological analysis and 
recording 

§13-283-4 Report of osteological analysis 

§13-283-5 Treatment of human skeletal 

remains 

§13-283-6 Penalty 

Provides standards and 

regulations for the analysis of 

human skeletal remains. 

Authority: H.R.S. § 6E-3. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-283-6 provides that non-

compliance with this chapter 

“shall result in a denial or 

revocation of [State Historic 

Preservation Division] written 

historic preservation review 

concurrence or agreement, 

and shall also be penalized as 

provided in section 6E-11, 

HRS, and applicable laws.” 

Chapter 300 
 
§13-300-1 Purpose 

§13-300-2 Definitions 

§13-300-3 Jurisdiction 

§13-300-4 Government records 

§13-300-11 Adopt, amend, repeal rules 
§13-300-12 Notice of hearing 

§13-300-13 Conduct of rulemaking 

§13-300-21 Establishment 

§13-300-22 Composition 

§13-300-23 Term, removal, and 
reappointment 

§13-300-24 Duties and responsibilities 

§13-300-25 Meetings 

§13-300-26 Quorum 

§13-300-27 Duty of chairperson 
§13-300-28 Role of the department 

§13-300-31 Burial site identification; 

ethnicity evaluation 

§13-300-32 Physical examination of human 

remains 
§13-300-33 Request for council 

determination to preserve or 

relocate Native Hawaiian burial sites 

§13-300-34 Request for department 

determination to preserve 
or relocate non Native Hawaiian burial sites 

§13-300-35 Recognition of lineal and 

cultural descendants 

Provides regulations for the 

procedure relating to proper 

care and protection of burial 

sites in the State. 

Authority: H.R.S. § 6E-43.5. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-300-43(b) provides that 

violators of this chapter are 

also subject to prosecution 

under H.R.S. § 711-1107, in 

addition to penalties under 

this chapter and H.R.S. § 6E-

11(c).  Penalties under this 

chapter include a fine not 

more than $10,000 per 

separate offense, an 

additional fine dependent on 

damage to a burial site 

determined by the court, 

seizure and disposition by the 

State without compensation to 

the owner of all equipment 

used, and a prohibition from 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/shpd/rules/283.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/shpd/rules/300.pdf
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§13-300-36 Criteria for evaluating request to 

preserve or 
relocate Native Hawaiian burial sites 

§13-300-37 Criteria for evaluating request to 

preserve or 

relocate non Native Hawaiian burial sites 

§13-300-38 Council determinations 
§13-300-39 Department determinations 

§13-300-40 Inadvertent discovery of human 

remains 

§13-300-41 Private possession of human 

remains 
§13-300-42 Illegal sale of human remains 

and burial goods and 

removal from the State 

§13-300-43 Penalty 

§13-300-51 Appeal of council determination 
§13-300-52 Request for hearing 

§13-300-53 Notice of hearing 

§13-300-54 Parties 

§13-300-55 Appeals panel 

§13-300-56 Prehearing conference 
§13-300-57 Conduct of hearing 

§13-300-58 Procedure for subpoenas 

§13-300-59 Motions 

§13-300-60 Evidence 

§13-300-61 Correction of transcript 
§13-300-62 Disqualification 

§13-300-63 Ex parte communications 

§13-300-64 Decisions and orders 

§13-300-65 Reconsideration 

§13-300-66 Appeals 
§13-300-67 Severability 

future work with the 

government for ten years. 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 6K – Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Ch. 6K or in Appendix A.  

 

Key Provisions 

● Management of the Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve for Native Hawaiian cultural, spiritual, and 

subsistence purposes and preservation of archeological, historical, and environmental 

resources. 

● Penalty Provision: criminal penalty only.  H.R.S. § 6K-8. 

o Offense level: petty misdemeanor 

o Fine not more than $1,000, or thirty days imprisonment, or both. 

o Each day of violation deemed a separate offense 

 

Kahoʻolawe Island Reserve Commission 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Statutory Authority 

and Penalty Provision(s) 

Chapter 261 
 
§13-261-1 Purpose and applicability 

§13-261-2 Definitions 

Provides regulations for the 

management, preservation, 

restoration, and protection of 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 6K-1, 

6K-3, 6K-4, 6K-6, 6K-7, 6K-

8, and 6K-8.5. 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol01_Ch0001-0042F/HRS0006K/
http://kahoolawe.hawaii.gov/rules/13-261_final.pdf
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§13-261-3 Boundary of the reserve 

§13-261-4 Severability 
§13-261-5 Penalties 

the natural and cultural 

resources of the Kaho‘olawe 

Island reserve and regulates 

activities within the reserve. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-261-5 provides that 

violators of this chapter shall 

be punished as provided in 

H.R.S. §§ 6K-8 and 6K-8.5.   

 

 

Criminal Penalty:  H.R.S. § 

6K-8 Petty misdemeanor.  

Fine not more than $1,000, 

not more than thirty days 

imprisonment, or both per 

each offense.  Each day of 

violation constitutes a 

separate offense. 

 

Administrative Penalty:  

H.R.S. § 6K-8.5 provides for 

first violation fine up to 

$10,000, second violation up 

to $15,000, and up to $25,000 

for third violation.  In 

addition, fines may be issued 

for specific takings. 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 171 – Public Lands, Management and Disposition of 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 171 or in Appendix A.  

 

Key Provisions 

● Confers power for the management and disposition of public lands. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 171-31.6 

o Offense level: petty misdemeanor 

o First offense: mandatory fine of  no less than $500, or thirty days imprisonment, or 

both. 

o Second offense in five years of a prior violation: mandatory no less than $1,000, or 

thirty days imprisonment, or both. 

o Third or subsequent offense in five years of two prior convictions under section: 

mandatory no less than $2,000, or thirty days imprisonment, or both. 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 185 (2017) established the Dark Night Skies advisory 

committee to assist in developing a statewide strategy and directed the committee to 

report back to the legislature. 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0171/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act185.pdf
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● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 209 (2017) directed the state auditor to conduct a review 

audit of the department’s Special Land Development Fund and Land Conservation Fund. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 49 (2017) provides that in “negotiations for the purchase 

of land by state agencies shall be subject to the approval of the governor and the 

department of land and natural resources, or other appropriate agency; provided that 

private lands may be acquired for the purpose of exchange for federal lands when the 

department of land and natural resources and the governor determine that such 

acquisition and exchange are necessary for the completion of any project specifically 

authorized by this Act.” 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 206 (2017) transferred certain properties that contained 

public schools in fee simple to the City and County of Honolulu. 

o Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 272 (2019) amended Act 206, Session Laws of 

Hawaiʻi 2017 to substitute the Department of Land and Natural Resources with 

the Department of Education. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 126 (2016) amended H.R.S. § 171-58(c) to authorize 

holdover dispositions of water while an application is pending. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 69 (2017) amended this chapter by substituting “Hawaii 

technology development corporation” with “high technology development corporation.” 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 210 (2018) amended H.R.S. § 171-2 to add “lands to 

which the department of education holds title” to the definition of public lands. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 12 (2017) amended this chapter by substituting the term 

“Department of Veterans Affairs” with “Veterans Administration.” 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 232 (2016) amended H.R.S. § 171-30 to include that the 

“acceptance by territorial legislature or the legislature of a dedication of land in the 

Kakaako community development district by a private owner is sufficient to convey title 

to the State.” 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 215 (2017) added two new sections to this chapter, H.R.S. 

§ 171-41.6 related to lessees within the last ten years of their lease and § 171-95.1 related 

to the authority of the board to extend leases under certain circumstances. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 149 (2018) amended H.R.S. § 171-41.6 to clarify 

exceptions to the ability of a lessee within the last ten years of their lease to submit a 

request for interest process to the board. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 220 (2016) amended H.R.S. § 171-95 to include 

“developers” and “geothermal resources” in the definition of renewable energy producer. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 111 (2019) amended H.R.S. § 171-41.6 to clarify 

exceptions to the ability of a lessee within the last ten years of their lease to submit a 

request for interest process to the board.  The Act also amended H.R.S. § 171-36 

regarding lease restrictions to make certain technical changes. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act209.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act49.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act206.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act126.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act69.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2018/SLH2018_Act210.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act12.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act232.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act215.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2018/SLH2018_Act149.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act220.pdf
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Division of Forestry and Wildlife 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

Chapter 7 
 
§13-7-1 Purpose 

513-7-2 Application 

§13-7-3 Definitions 

§13-7-4 Jurisdiction 
§13-7-5 Soliciting and sales 

513-7-6 Public assemblies and meetings 

§13-7-7 Sale or distribution of literature 

§13-7-8 Enforcement 

 

 

 

Set forth the rights and 

privileges of individuals and 

groups to engage in public 

assembly and meetings and to 

sell or distribute literature on 

land and site under the 

jurisdiction, management, and 

operation of DLNR. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 171-6 

and 171-7 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-7-8 provides for a fine of 

up to $500 per day and up to 

$2,000 for subsequent 

violations.  Also provides for 

other administrative remedies 

if necessary.   

Chapter 121 
 
§13-121-1 Purpose and applicability 

§13-121-2 Definitions 
§13-121-3 Hunting prohibited 

§13-121-4 Seizure of gear 

§13-121-5 Penalty 

Establishes prohibition of 

hunting on all public lands 

except as authorized by 

DLNR. 

Authority:  applies to all 

persons entering public lands 

as defined by H.R.S. § 171-2 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-121-5 provides that any 

person who violates this 

chapter shall be penalized as 

set forth in H.R.S. §§ 171-6.4 

and 171-31.6. 

 

Administrative Penalty:  

H.R.S. § 171-6.4 allows for a 

fine of up to $2,500 for first 

violation, $5,000 for second, 

and $10,000 for subsequent 

violations. 

 

Criminal Penalty:  H.R.S. § 

171-31.6 Provides that 

violation of this chapter is a 

petty misdemeanor 

 

1st offense: not less than 

$500, not more than thirty 

days imprisonment, or both. 

 

2nd offense in five years of a 

prior violation: not less than 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/13-7.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/Chap121a.pdf
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$1,000, not more than thirty 

days imprisonment, or both. 

 

3rd or subsequent offense in 

five years of two prior 

convictions: not less than 

$2,000, not more than thirty 

days imprisonment, or both. 

 Chapter 146 

Subchapter 5 
 

§13-46-69 Purpose 

§13-46-70 ʻIolani Palace State 

Monument restrictions 

§13-46-71 ʻIolani Palace Monument 

Permit Limits 

§13-46-72 Penalties 

Provides regulations for the 

grounds of ‘Iolani Palace 

restricting certain activities in 

addition to the rest of H.A.R. 

Title 13 Ch. 146. 

Authority:  Statutory 

authority in H.R.S. §§ 6E-7, 

6E-35, 171-6, and 184-5. 

 

Penalty Provisions:  H.A.R. 

§ 13-146-72 provides that 

permits may be revoked if 

terms and conditions are 

violated and violators may be 

ordered to leave the 

monument and refused future 

permits. 

Chapter 221 

Amendments 
 

§13-221-1 Purpose 

§13-221-2 Definitions 
§13-221-3 Penalties 

§13-221-4 Closing of areas 

§13-221-5 Permits 

§13-221-9 Abandoned and unattended 

property 
§13-221-10 Aircraft 

§13-221-1 Animals 

§13-221-12 Archaeological and historical 

features 

§13-221-13 Audio devices 
§13-221-14 Boating 

§13-221-15 Camping 

§13-221-16 Disorderly conduct 

§13-221-17 Explosives 

§13-221-18 False report 
§13-221-19 Firearms, traps and other 

weapons 

§13-221-20 Fires 

§13-221-21 Fishing 

§13-221-22 Gambling 
§13-221-23 Geological features 

§13-221-24 Intoxication; drug incapacitation 

§13-221-25 Lost and found articles 

§13-221-26 Motor vehicles 

§13-221-27 Portable engines and motors 
§13-221-28 Public property 

§13-221-29 Report of injury or damage 

§13-221-30 Sanitation 

§13-221-31 Soliciting 

§13-221-32 Swimming and bathing 

Provides regulations 

permitting and prohibiting 

certain activities on 

unencumbered public lands. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 171-6. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-221-3 provides for a fine 

of not more than $500 per day 

of violation in addition to 

administrative costs incurred 

by the department. 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146-51.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146-51.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146-51.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146-51.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/ld/files/2013/07/Ch13-2211.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/ld/files/2013/07/Ch13-221-3-200211151.pdf
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§13-221-33 Tampering with vehicle or 

vessel 
§13-221-34 Wildlife 

§13-221-45 Advertisements 

§13-221-46 Business operations 

§13-221-47 Commercial photographers 

§13-221-48 Memorialization 

Chapter 222 
 
§13-222-1 Purpose and applicability 

§13-222-2 Definitions 

§13-222-7 Application 

§13-222-8 Photographs 

§13-222-9 Maps 
§13-222-10 Review, revision and 

certification 

§13-222-11 Validity of certified map 

§13-222-12 Public notice of application and 

Certification 
 

§13-222-16 Field survey 

§13-222-17 Identification of shoreline on 

map 

§13-222-18 Restoration of shoreline 
§13-222-19 Encroachment upon state land 

and unauthorized shoreline improvements 

§13-222-26 Appeal of shoreline certification 

Provide standardized 

procedural regulations for 

shoreline certifications to 

implement shoreline setback 

law. Applies to all real 

property within the State that 

borders the ocean. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 171-6, 

205A-42, and 205A-49. 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 172 – Land Commission Awards; Surveys 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 172 or in Appendix A.  

 

Key Provisions 

● Criminalizes the destruction, defacing, or removal of survey monuments. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 172-13 

o Offense level: misdemeanor 

o Fine not more than $500, or imprisonment up to four months, or both. 

 

 

There are no corresponding Hawaii Administrative Rules to this chapter. 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 174C – State Water Code 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 174C or in Appendix A.  

 

Key Provisions 

● Provides for the administration and management of the state water code. 

o Penalty provision only provides administrative penalties.  H.R.S. § 174C-15. 

 

 

 

 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/ld/files/2013/07/Ch13-222-Amend-Compil-Stand-Rev1.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0172/
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0174C/
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Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 48 (2017) granted an exemption to the Department of 

Transportation and its contractors from the requirements of this chapter “to the extent 

necessary to expedite” particular projects. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 48 (2016) granted direct appeal to the Hawaiʻi Supreme Court 

and gave contested cases under this chapter of statewide importance priority. 

o Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 213 (2019) amended Act 48, Session Laws of Hawaiʻi 

2016 by removing the date at which the act is repealed. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 169 (2016) mandated the commission to create a program to 

conduct water audits, provided guidance on parameters of the audits, and mandated that the 

counties submit audit reports every two years. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 54 (2016) amended H.R.S. 174C-7 to allow the director of the 

Department of Health to send a designee in their place for meetings of the Board of Water 

Supply.   

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 170 (2016) amended H.R.S. § 174C-31 to include using one 

hundred percent of reclaimed water in the state for purposes other than drinking in the 

Hawaiʻi water plan by December 31, 2045. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 5 (2017) amended H.R.S. § 174C-31 to include plans for 

stormwater management, reuse, reclamation, and remediation in the water resource 

protection plan.  

 

Selected References 

See In re Waiāhole Ditch Combined Contested Case Hrg., 94 Hawaiʻi 97, 9 P.3d 

409 (2000). 

 

Commission on Water Resource Management 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

Chapter 168:  Water Use, 

Wells, and Stream 

Diversion Works 
 

§13-168-1 Purpose 

§13-168-2 Definitions 
§13-168-3 Penalties 

§13-168-5 Declaration of water use 

§13-168-6 Certification of water use 

§13-168-7 Report of water use 

§13-168-11 Registration of existing wells 
§13-168-12 Well construction and pump 

installation permits 

§13-168-13 Well completion report 

§13-168-14 Well construction and pump 

installation standards 
§13-168-15 Well inspection 

§13-168-16 Abandoned wells 

§13-168-31 Registration of existing stream 

diversion works 

§13-168-32 Stream diversion permits 

Provides definition and certification 

of uses of surface and groundwater.  

Also provides requirements for the 

registration of well and stream 

diversion.  Includes surface and 

groundwater use reporting 

requirements and provisions for 

well and pump installation 

permitting.   

Authority:  H.R.S. §174C-

8. 

 

Penalty Provision:  

H.A.R. § 13-168-3 

provides that any person 

who violates this chapter 

may be fined by the 

commission up to $5,000 

per violation.  Further, this 

chapter does not bar the 

right of any injured person 

to seek legal or equitable 

relief against a violator of 

this chapter. 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act48.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act48.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act169.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act54.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act170.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act5.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/regulations/13-168.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/regulations/13-168.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/regulations/13-168.pdf
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§13-168-33 Stream diversion completion 

report 
§13-168-34 Stream diversion works 

inspection 

§13-168-35 Abandoned stream diversion 

works 

Chapter 169: Protection of 

Instream Uses of Water 
 

§13-169-1 Purpose 

§13-169-2 Definitions 
§13-169-3 Penalties 

§13-169-4 Administrative and judicial 

review 

§13-169-20 Principles and guidelines for 

instream use protection 
§13-169-21 General powers and duties 

§13-169-22 Establishment of program 

§13-169-23 Baseline research 

§13-169-24 Scope of research 

§13-169-30 Initiation by commission 
§13-169-31 Notice of intent 

§13-169-32 Investigations required 

§13-169-33 Method for development of 

instream flow standard 

§13-169-34 Notice; public hearing 
Section 13-169-35 Decision of 

commission 

§13-169-36 Modifying instream flow 

standards 

§13-169-40 Petition to adopt interim 
instream flow standard 

§13-169-41 Review period 

§13-169-42 Schedule for adoption of 

interim instream flow standards 
§13-169-43 Termination of interim 

instream flow standard 

§13-169-44 Interim Instream Flow 

Standard for East Maui 

§13-169-45 Interim Instream Flow 
Standard for Kauai 

§13-169-46 Interim Instream Flow 

Standard for Hawaii 

§13-169-47 Interim Instream Flow 

Standard for Molokai 
§13-169-48 Interim Instream Flow 

Standard for West Maui 

§13-169-49 Interim Instream Flow 

Standard for Leeward Oahu 

§13-169-49.1 Interim Instream Flow 
Standard for Windward Oahu 

§13-169-50 Permit required 

§13-169-51 Permit application; filing fee 

§13-169-52 Criteria for ruling on 

application 
§13-169-53 Term of permit 

§13-169-54 Revocation of permit 

§13-169-55 Emergency work 

Establishes a state program to 

protect, enhance, and reestablish, 

where practical, beneficial instream 

uses of water, including the 

development and establishment of 

standards for instream flows and the 

creation of a permit system to 

regulate the alteration of stream 

channels. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §174C-

8. 

 

Penalty Provision:  

H.A.R. § 13-169-3 

provides that any person 

who violates this chapter 

may be fined by the 

commission up to $5,000 

per violation.  Further, this 

chapter does not bar the 

right of any injured person 

to seek legal or equitable 

relief against a violator of 

this chapter. 

Chapter 170:  Hawaiʻi 

Water Plan 
 

§13-170-1 Definitions 

§13-170-2 Formulation of the Hawaii 

water plan 

Establishes Hawaiʻi Water Plan for 

the protection, conservation, and 

management of the waters of the 

State.  Provides guidelines for plan 

development and review. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §174C-

8. 

 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/regulations/13-169.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/regulations/13-169.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/regulations/13-170.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/regulations/13-170.pdf


41 
 

 

§13-170-3 General powers and duties 

§13-170-4 Modification of water plan 
§13-170-20 Contents of the plan 

§13-170-21 Guidelines for preparation of 

the plan 

§13-170-30 Responsibilities of counties 

§13-170-31 Contents of the plan 
§13-170-32 Guidelines for preparation of 

the plan 

§13-170-40 Preparation by agency 

§13-170-41 Contents of the plan 

§13-170-42 Guidelines for preparation of 
the plan 

§13-170-50 Jurisdiction over water quality 

§13-170-51 Exchange of information 

§13-170-52 Initiation by department of 

health 
§13-170-53 Review period 

§13-170-54 Coordination with federal, 

state and county agencies 

§13-170-55 Incorporation of water quality 

plan 
§13-170-60 Implementing priorities and 

structure of the Hawaii water plan 

Chapter 171:  Designation 

and Regulation of Water 

Management Areas 
 

§13-171-1 Purpose 

§13-171-2 Definitions 

§13-171-3 Initiation by chairperson 

§13-171-4 Initiation by petition 
§13-171-5 Notice; public hearing required 

§13-171-6 Investigations required 

§13-171-7 Groundwater criteria for 

designation 

§13-171-8 Surface water criteria for 
designation 

§13-171-9 Findings of fact; decision of 

commission 

§13-171-10 Modifying and rescinding 

designated areas 
§13-171-11 Permits required 

§13-171-12 Application for new and 

existing water use permits 

§13-171-13 Conditions for a water use 

permit 
§13-171-14 Existing uses 

§13-171-15 Late filing for existing uses 

§13-171-16 Competing new water use 

permit applications 

§13-171-17 Public notice 
§13-171-18 Objection to proposed water 

use permit 

§13-171-19 Evaluation period 

§13-171-20 Water use permit issuance 

§13-171-21 Duration of water use permit 
§13-171-22 Review of water use permit 

§3-171-23 Modification of water use 

permit 

§13-171-24 Revocation of water use 

permit 
§13-171-25 Transfer of water use permit 

§13-171-26 Contested cases 

§13-171-27 Appurtenant rights 

Provides for the designation and 

regulation of hydrologic areas 

where water resources are being 

threatened by existing or proposed 

withdrawals or diversions of water, 

water quality problems, or serious 

disputes. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §174C-

8. 

 

https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/regulations/13-171.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/regulations/13-171.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/cwrm/regulations/13-171.pdf
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§13-171-40 Principles of water shortage 

declaration 
§13-171-41 Criteria for water shortage 

declaration 

§13-171-42 Permit classification 

§13-171-43 Notice 

§13-171-44 Duration of water shortage 
declaration 

§13-171-50 Decision by commission 

§13-171-51 Notice 

§13-171-52 Disposition of challenge to 

declaration 
§13-171-53 Duration of water emergency 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 179D – Dams and Reservoirs 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 179D or in Appendix A.  

 

Key Provisions 

● Provides for the inspection and regulation of construction, enlargement, repair, alteration, 

maintenance, operation, and removal of all dams or reservoirs to protect the health, safety, 

and welfare of the citizens of the State by reducing the risk of failure of the dams or 

reservoirs. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 179D-8 

o Offense level: class C felony 

o First offense: fine of no less than $2,500, no more than $25,000 per day of violation, 

imprisonment, or both 

o Second or subsequent offense: fine of no less than $5,000, no more than $50,000 per 

day of violation, imprisonment, or both. 

 

Engineering Division and Land Division 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

Chapter 190.1 
 

§13-190.1-1 Purpose and applicability 

§13-190.1-2 Definitions 

§13-190.1-3 Exempt structures 
§13-190.1-4 Minimum design requirements 

§13-190.1-5 Violations; penalties 

§13-190.1-5.1 Criminal violations; penalties 

§13-190.1-6 Administrative and judicial 

review 
§13-190.1-7 Inspections 

§13-190.1-8 Change in ownership 

§13-190.1-9 Variances 

§13-190.1-19 Severability 

§13-190.1-11 Certificates of approval to 
impound 

§13-190.1-12 Applications for certificate of 

approval to impound 

§13-190.1-13 Notice 

§13-190.1-14 Application review process 

Provides rules for inspection 

and regulation of design, 

construction, operation, 

maintenance, enlargement, 

alteration, repair, and removal 

of dams, reservoirs, and 

appurtenant works. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 179D-6. 

 

Penalty Provisions: 

 

Administrative Penalty:  

H.A.R. § 13-190.1-5 provides 

that violators of this chapter 

and H.R.S. § 179D may be 

fined by the board up to 

$25,000 per day of a 

violation. 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0179D/
http://dlnreng.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/HAR-190-1-Dam-Safety-Rules.pdf
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§13-190.1-15 Noncompliance 

§13-190.1-16 Transferability 
§13-190.1-20 General requirements for 

construction, enlargement, repair, alteration, 

or removal of a dam, reservoir, or 

appurtenant works 

§13-190.1-21 Additional requirements for 
removal of dam or reservoir 

§13-190.1-22 Supervision of plans 

preparation and observation of construction 

§13-190.1-23 Permit application approval 

§13-190.1-24 Revocation of approval 
§13-190.1-30 General construction 

requirements for construction, enlargement, 

repair, alteration, or removal of a dam, 

reservoir, or appurtenant works 

§13-190.1-31 Construction completion and 
acceptance for the construction, enlargement, 

repair, alteration, or removal of a dam, 

reservoir, or appurtenant works 

§13-190.1-32 Complaints as to unsafe 

conditions during construction 
§13-190.1-40 Maintenance and operation 

§13-190.1-40.1 Operation and maintenance 

plan 

§13-190.1-41 Emergency work 

§13-190.1-41.1 Emergency action plan by 
department 

§13-190.1-42 Emergency action plan 

§13-190.1-43 Liens 

§13-190.1-44 Injunctive relief  

§13-190.1-45 Department action when 
multiple owners cannot mutually agree 

§13-190.1-46 Entry upon property 

§13-190.1-50 Dam permit application fees 

for construction, repair, alteration, or 
removal 

§13-190.1-51 Certificate of approval to 

impound fee 

§13-190.1-52 Annual fees 

Criminal Penalty:  H.A.R. § 

190.1-5.1 provides that 

criminal sanctions for 

violations of this chapter are 

provided in H.R.S. § 179D-8 

which classifies violation as a 

Class C felony.  Negligent 

violation or violation despite 

written notification to comply 

with this chapter or any rule, 

order, or condition adopted, 

issued, or required under this 

chapter, or knowingly 

obstructs, hinders, or prevents 

the department’s agents or 

employees from performing 

duties under this chapter. 

 

1st conviction: not less than 

$2,500 not more than $25,000 

per day of violation, 

imprisonment, or both. 

 

2nd or subsequent conviction: 

not less than $5,000 not more 

than $50,000 per day of 

violation, imprisonment, or 

both. 

H.R.S. Ch. 181 – Strip Mining 
 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 181 or in Appendix A.  

 

Key Provisions 

● Prohibits strip mining without permit from the board of land and natural resources. 

● Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 181-9 

o Offense level: violation 

o Fine not more than $5,000 for every violation 

 

There are no corresponding Hawaii Administrative Rules to this chapter. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0181/
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H.R.S. Ch. 182 – Reservation and Disposition of Government Mineral Rights 
 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 182 or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Protects mineral rights on state lands. 

● Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 182-17 

o Offense level: violation 

o Fine not more than $500 for each offense  

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 220 (2016) made amendments to this chapter that 

specified reporting and leasing requirements for exploration and mining. 

 

Engineering Division and Land Division 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

Chapter 183 
 

§13-183-1 Purpose 

§13-183-2 Authority 
§13-183-3 Definitions 

§13-183-4 Penalty 

§13-183-5 Appeal 

§13-183-6 Right of Entry 

§13-183-7 Exploration permit required on 
state and reserved lands 

§13-183-8 Application for exploration 

permits 

§13-183-9 Permit filing fee 

§13-183-10 Number of permits 
§13-183-11 Approval of permit applications 

§13-183-12 Non-exclusive permits 

§13-183-13 Duration of permits 

§13-183-14 Confidentiality of exploration 

results 
§13-183-15 Departmental investigation 

§13-183-16 Suspension of permits 

§13-183-17 Cancellation of permits 

§13-183-18 Compliance with application 

laws 
§13-183-19 Geothermal mining leases 

§13-183-20 Geothermal resources available 

for leasing 

§13-183-21 Persons eligible to hold leases 

§13-183-22 Mining leases by public auction 
§13-183-23 Mining leases without public 

auction 

§13-183-24 Size of leasable tract 

§13-183-25 Transfer of mining leases; 

overriding royalty interests 
§13-183-26 Revocation of mining leases 

§13-183-27 Surrender of mining leases 

§13-183-28 Number of mining leases; 

undeveloped acreage 

limitations 
§13-183-29 Term of mining leases 

Establishes regulations and 

restrictions for leasing of 

geothermal resources on state 

land and drilling of 

geothermal resources. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 182-14. 

 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-183-4 provides that 

violators of this chapter shall 

be punished as provided in 

H.R.S. § 182-17.   

 

H.R.S. § 182-17 provides for 

a fine of $500 for each 

offense. 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0182/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act220.pdf
http://dlnreng.hawaii.gov/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/CHAP183.pdf
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§13-183-30 Rentals 

§13-183-31 Royalties on geothermal 
production 

§13-183-32 Commingling 

§13-183-33 Unit or cooperative plans 

§13-183-34 Bond requirements 

§13-183-35 Liability insurance 
§13-183-36 Hold harmless 

§13-183-37 Title 

§13-183-38 Application to board; filing fee 

§13-183-39 Lease application exhibits 

§13-183-40 Public notice of lease 
applications 

§13-183-41 Consideration of applications 

§13-183-42 Rejection of lease applications 

§13-183-43 Approval of lease applications 

§13-183-44 Public notice of lease sales 
§13-183-45 Qualification of bidders 

§13-183-46 Bidding requirements 

§13-183-47 Award and execution of leases 

§13-183-48 Application to board 

§13-183-49 Approval of leasing by public 
auction 

§13-183-50 Approval of leasing without 

public auction 

§13-183-51 Compensation to occupiers 

§13-183-52 Mining lessee’s rights 
§13-183-53 General conditions 

§13-183-54 General terms 

§13-183-55 Plan of operations required 

§13-183-56 Amendments to plan of 

operations 
§13-183-57 Drilling operations 

§13-183-58 Waste prevention, offset wells 

and geothermal byproducts 

§13-183-59 Protection of other resources 
§13-183-60 Suspension of operations 

§13-183-61 Diligent operations required 

§13-183-62 Records and reports 

§13-183-63 Restoration of premises 

§13-183-64 Designation of Agent 
§13-183-65 Applications for permit to drill, 

modify, modify use, or abandon wells 

§13-183-66 Supplementary applications 

§13-183-67 Filing fees 

§13-183-68 Bonds 
§13-183-69 Set-back and well spacing 

§13-183-70 Directional drilling 

§13-183-71 Casing and cementing 

requirements 

§13-183-72 Mud return temperature logging 
§13-183-73 Electric well logging 

§13-183-74 Blow-out prevention equipment 

§13-183-75 Well completion 

§13-183-76 Well tests 

§13-183-77 Injection wells 
§13-183-78 Permit required 

§13-183-79 Surveillance of injection wells 

§13-183-80 Well operation and maintenance 

§13-183-81 Notice of intent to abandon; 

permit; filing fee 
§13-183-82 General requirements 

§13-183-83 Cement requirements 

§13-183-84 Well records 

§13-183-85 Reports to be filed 

§13-183-86 Monthly production and 
injection reports to be filed 

§13-183-87 Environmental protection 
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H.R.S. Ch. 183 – Forest Reserves, Water Development, Zoning 
 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 183 or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● H.R.S. § 183-17 prohibits the cutting, killing, destroying, girdling, chopping, injuring, or 

otherwise damaging, or the removal of any timber, young tree growth, or products of tree 

growth on lands in the forest reserves belonging to the State, except as authorized by law or 

by permission from the department of land and natural resources. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 183-18 

o Penalty for violation of H.R.S. § 183-17 

o Offense level: misdemeanor 

o Fine not more than $2,000, or imprisoned not more than one year, or both. 

o In addition to other penalties, up to $2,000 fine for each tree illegally destroyed or 

harvested. 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 48 (2017) granted an exemption to the Department of 

Transportation and its contractors from the requirements of this chapter “to the extent 

necessary to expedite” particular projects. 

 

Division of Forestry and Wildlife 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

Chapter 3 
 
§13-3-1 Purpose 

§13-3-2 Alakai wilderness preserve 

§13-3-3 Penalty 

 

Establishes the Alakai 

Wilderness Preserve and 

provides regulations relating 

to the prohibition of certain 

activities in the preserve. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 183-2. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-3-3 provides that “[a]ny 

person who violates any of 

the provisions of this rule 

shall be punished as provided 

in [H.R.S. §] 183-4.”   

 

H.R.S. § 183-4 provides for a 

fine of not more than $500. 

Chapter 104 
 

§13-104-1 Purpose and applicability 

§13-104-2 Definitions 

§13-104-3 Penalty 

§13-104-4 Preservation of public property 
and resources 

§13-104-5 Litter and sanitation 

§13-104-6 Report of injury or damage 

§13-104-7 Fire use restrictions 

§13-104-8 Hunting and fishing 
§13-104-9 Firearms or other weapons 

§13-104-10 Swimming and bathing 

Provides regulation of and 

prohibits activities within 

state forest reserves.  Includes 

provisions for preservation of 

resources, fire use 

restrictions, animal 

restrictions, and camping 

permits. 

Authority:  H.R.S. 183-2. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-104-3 provides that “[a]ny 

person violating any of the 

provisions of these rules shall 

be guilty of a misdemeanor 

and shall be penalized as 

provided by law.” 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0183/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act48.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/Chap3.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/Ch%20104_2005.pdf
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§13-104-11 Vehicles and transportation 

§13-104-12 Animals 
§13-104-13 Audio devices and noise 

§13-104-14 Explosives 

§13-104-15 Disorderly conduct 

§13-104-16 Residence and forest reserve 

land 
§13-104-17 Compliance with laws 

§13-104-18 General provisions for permits 

§13-104-19 Camping permits 

§13-104-20 Special use permits 

§13-104-21 Collecting permits 
§13-104-22 Commercial harvest permits 

§13-104-23 Access permits 

 

H.R.S. § 183-18 provides that 

violation is a misdemeanor. 

 

Fine not more than $2,000, or 

not more than one year 

imprisonment, or both. 

 

In addition to any other 

penalty, fine up to $2,000 for 

each tree illegally destroyed 

or harvested. 

Chapter 105 
 

§13-105-1 Purpose and applicability 

§13-105-2 Definitions 

§13-105-3 Prohibited entry 

§13-105-4 Permitted entry 
§13-105-5 Designation of restricted 

watersheds 

§13-105-5.1 Compliance with laws 

§13-105-6 Penalty 

Provides regulations for and 

prohibits entry and certain 

activities in watershed areas. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 183-2. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-105-6 provides that “[a]ny 

person violating any of the 

provisions of these rules shall 

be guilty of a misdemeanor 

and shall be penalized as 

provided by law.” 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 183C – Conservation District 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 183C or in Appendix A.  

 

Key Provisions 

● Management of lands within the state land use conservation district. 

o Provision only provides administrative penalties. 

● Penalty Provision:  H.R.S. § 183C-7 

o Provides authority to levy administrative penalties.  Up to $15,000 per violation in 

addition to costs.  Willful violators may also be fined an additional $15,000 per 

violation. 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 216 (2016) increased the deadline for the board to render a 

decision on an application by an additional 90 days if either chapter 343 or chapter 91 are 

triggered. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 48 (2016) made a conforming amendment to H.R.S. § 183C-8. 

o Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 213 (2019) amended Act 48, Session Laws of Hawaiʻi 

2016 by removing the date at which the act is repealed. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 73 (2020) amended H.R.S. § 183C-4 to give the department 

permission to locate a waste disposal facility within the conservation district only during an 

emergency.  The Act also defined “Emergency” and “Waste or disposal facility.” 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/Chap105.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0183C/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act216.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act48.pdf


48 
 

 

 

Land Division & Office of Conservation and Coastal Lands 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

Chapter 5 
 

§13-5-1 Purpose 

§13-5-2 Definitions 
§13-5-3 Appeals 

§13-5-4 Mediation 

§13-5-5 Amendments 

§13-5-6 Penalty 

§13-5-7 Noncomforming uses and structures 
§13-5-10 Subzones; generally 

§13-5-11 Protective (P) subzone 

§13-5-12 Limited (L) subzone 

§13-5-13 Resource (R) subzone 

§13-5-14 General (G) subzone 
§13-5-15 Special (S) subzone 

§13-5-16 Designation of subzones 

§13-5-17 Boundary determination; criteria 

§13-5-22 Identified uses in the protective 

subzone 
§13-5-23 Identified uses in the limited 

subzone 

§13-5-24 Identified uses in the resource 

subzone 

§13-5-25 Identified uses in the general 
subzone 

§13-5-30 Permits, generally 

§13-5-31 Permit applications 

§13-5-32 Fees 
§13-5-33 Departmental Permits 

§13-5-34 Board permits 

§13-5-35 Emergency permits 

§13-5-36 Temporary variance 

§13-5-38 Site plan approvals 
§13-5-39 Management plan approvals 

§13-5-40 Hearings 

§13-5-41 Single-family residences 

§13-5-41.1 Fire buffer zone 

§13-5-42 Standard conditions 
§13-5-43 Time extensions 

§13-5-44 Revocation of permits 

§13-5-45 Severability  

Provides regulations for land-

use in conservation districts 

in order to conserve, protect,  

and preserve important 

natural and cultural resources 

of the State. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 183C-3. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-5-6 provides that violators 

of this chapter shall be 

punished as provided in 

H.R.S. Chapter 183C. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.R.S. § 

183C-7 provides authority to 

levy administrative penalties.  

Up to $15,000 per violation in 

addition to costs.  Wilful 

violators may also be fined an 

additional $15,000 per 

violation. 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 183D – Wildlife 
 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 183D or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Relating to hunting in general, game birds, game mammals, wild birds, and other wildlife. 

● Fines should be directed to be deposited into the Wildlife Revolving Fund under HRS 183D-

10.5. 

Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 183D-5 various penalties for specified violations 

● H.R.S. § 183D-5(a) applies to H.R.S. §§ 183D-21, 183D-25, 183D-33, or 183D-63. 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/ld/files/2013/07/Ch13_5_20111123a1.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0183D/
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o Offense level: petty misdemeanor 

o First conviction: fine not less than $100, or not more than thirty days imprisonment, 

or both 

o Second conviction in five years of a prior violation: fine not less than $500 or not 

more than thirty days imprisonment, or both, and forfeiture and disposal of firearms 

used 

o Third conviction in five years of first two: fine not less than $1,000 or not more than 

thirty days imprisonment, or both, and forfeiture and disposal of firearms used 

● H.R.S. § 183D-5(b) applies to H.R.S. §§ 183D-66, 183D-25.5, 183D-26, 183D-27, 183D-32, 

183D-62, or 183D-64 

o Offense level: misdemeanor  

o First conviction: fine not less than $200, or not more than one year imprisonment, or 

both 

o Second conviction in five years: fine not less than $500 or not more than one year 

imprisonment, or both, and forfeiture and disposal of firearms used 

o Third conviction in five years of first two: fine not less than $1,000 or not more than 

one year imprisonment, or both, and forfeiture and disposal of firearms used 

● H.R.S. § 183D-5(c) applies to H.R.S. § 183D-52 

o Offense level: misdemeanor 

o First conviction: fine not less than $10,000 and payment of any costs incurred in the 

eradication of any deer and the deer’s progeny 

o Second conviction in five years: fine not less than $15,000 and payment of any costs 

incurred in the eradication of any deer and the deer’s progeny 

o Third conviction in five years of first two: fine not less than $25,000 and payment of 

any costs incurred in the eradication of any deer and the deer’s progeny 

● H.R.S. § 183D-5(d) applies to H.R.S. §§ 183D-35, 183D-36, 183D-37, 183D-38, 183D-39, 

183D-40, or 183D-42 

o Offense level: petty misdemeanor 

o Fine not less than $100, not more than thirty days imprisonment, or both 

● H.R.S. §§ 183D-5(e) allows for additional fines for taking birds or mammals. 

● H.R.S. §§ 183D-5(f) specifies that a violator shall have forfeit their hunting license and if 

convicted of a second offense shall not be granted a license to hunt for a period of three years 

after the date of the second conviction. 

● H.R.S. §§ 183D-5(g) allows the Environmental Court, in lieu of the actual cash payment 

of any mandatory fine, allows the defendant to perform community service as directed by the 

department of land and natural resources at the rate of one hour of service for every $10 of 

mandatory fine imposed. 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 48 (2017) granted an exemption to the Department of 

Transportation and its contractors from the requirements of this chapter “to the extent 

necessary to expedite” particular projects. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 125 (2016) added H.R.S. § 183D-66 which prohibits selling, 

offering to sell, trading, possessing with in the intent to sell, or bartering for any part of 

product from specified animals. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 12 (2017) made clarifying amendments to H.R.S. § 183D-66. 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act48.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act125.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act12.pdf
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● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 50 (2020) amended 183D-5 to include prohibited animal items 

as contraband to be forfeited and disposed of by the State. 

 

Division of Forestry and Wildlife 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

 

Chapter 122 
 
§13-122-1 Purpose 

§13-122-2 Definitions 

§13-122-2.1 Severability 

§13-122-3 Prohibited hunting 

§13-122-4 Bag limits, open seasons, and 
hunting days 

§13-122-5 Selection of hunters 

§13-122-5.1 Applications, tags, and stamps 

§13-122-6 Permitted hunting of certain game 

birds 
§13-122-7 Prohibited hunting of certain 

game birds 

§13-122-8 Hunting hours 

§l3-122-9 Mourning doves 

§13-122-9.1 Nuisance or crop damage 
§13-122-9.2 Scientific collection 

§13-122-10 Penalty 

§13-122-11 Designations of public hunting 

areas 
§13-122-11.1 Public hunting areas on the 

island of Hawaii 

§13-122-11.2 Public hunting areas on Maui 

§13-122-11.3 Public hunting areas on 

Molokai 
§13-122-11.4 Public hunting areas on Lanai 

§13-122-11.5 Public hunting areas on Oahu 

§13-122-11.6 Public hunting areas on Kauai 

§13-122-11.7 Other public hunting areas 

§13-122-11.8 Safety zones 
§13-122-12 Conditions and restrictions 

§13-122-13 Preservation of public and 

private property 

§13-122-14 Penalty 

§13-122-15 Field trials 
§13-122-16 Private and commercial shooting 

preserves 

§13-122-17 Penalty 

Provides regulations for game 

bird hunting, field trails, and 

commercial shooting 

preserves. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 183D-

3, 183D-31, and 183D-34. 

 

Penalty Provisions:  H.A.R. 

§§ 13-122-10, 13-122-14, 

and 13-122-17 provide that 

violators of these subchapters 

shall be subject to penalties as 

provided in H.R.S. § 183D-5. 

 

H.R.S. § 183D-5 

 

Petty misdemeanor 

 

1st conviction: fine not less 

than $100, not more than 

thirty days imprisonment, or 

both. 

 

2nd conviction in five years 

of a prior violation: fine not 

less than $500, not more than 

thirty days imprisonment, or 

both and all firearms shall be 

forfeited. 

 

3rd or subsequent conviction 

in five years of first two: fine 

not less than $1,000, not more 

than thirty days 

imprisonment, or both and all 

firearms shall be forfeited. 

Chapter 123 
 
§13-123-1 Purpose 

§13-123-2 Definitions 

§13-123-2.1 Severability 

§13-123-3 Prohibited hunting 

Provides regulations for game 

mammal hunting. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 183D-3. 

 

Penalty Provisions:  H.A.R. 

§§ 13-123-13 and 13-123-25 

provide that violators of these 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/Ch122/HAR_Title13_Ch122.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/Ch123/HAR_Title13_Ch123.pdf
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§13-123-4 Bag limits, open seasons, and 

hunting days 
§13-123-5 Selection of hunters 

§13-123-5.1 Applications, tags, and stamps 

§13-123-6 Hunting hours 

§13-123-7 Artificial light prohibited 

§13-123-8 Game mammals 
§13-123-9 Nuisance or crop damage 

§13-123-10 Scientific collection 

§13-123-11 Permitted hunting of certain 

game mammals 

§13-123-12 Prohibited hunting of certain 
game mammals 

§13-123-13 Penalty 

§13-123-14 Designations of public hunting 

areas 

§13-123-15 Public hunting areas on Kauai 
§13-123-16 Public hunting areas on Oahu 

§13-123-17 Public hunting areas on Molokai 

§13-123-18 Public hunting areas on Lanai 

§13-123-19 Public hunting areas on Maui 

§13-123-20 Public hunting areas on the 
island of Hawaii 

§13-123-21 Safety zones 

§13-123-22 Conditions and restrictions 

§13-123-23 Use of tags 

§13-123-24 Preservation of public and 
private property 

§13-123-25 Penalty 

subchapters shall be subject 

to penalties as provided in 

H.R.S. § 183D-5. 

 

H.R.S. § 183D-5 

 

Petty misdemeanor 

 

1st conviction: fine not less 

than $100, not more than 

thirty days imprisonment, or 

both. 

 

2nd conviction in five years 

of prior violation: fine not 

less than $500, not more than 

thirty days imprisonment, or 

both and all firearms shall be 

forfeited. 

 

3rd or subsequent conviction 

in five years of first two: not 

less than $1,000, not more 

than thirty days 

imprisonment, or both and all 

firearms shall be forfeited. 

Chapter 124 

 

Exhibits:  List of Species of 

Indigenous Wildlife in 

Hawaiʻi; List of Species of 

Endangered Wildlife in 

Hawaiʻi; List of Species of 

Threatened Wildlife in 

Hawaiʻi; Introduced Wild 

Birds Other than Game 

Birds Which Have 

Become Established in the 

Wild; and List of Species of 

Injurious Wildlife in 

Hawaiʻi. 
 

§13-124-1 Purpose 
§13-124-2 Definitions 

§13-124-2.1 Revocation of permits 

§13-124-2.2 Compliance with laws 

§13-124-2.3 Exemption 

Provides regulations for the 

conservation, management, 

protection, and enhancement 

of indigenous wildlife 

including indigenous 

endangered and threatened 

wildlife.  Also regulates 

introduced wild birds. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 183D-

2, 183D-3, 183D-61, 195D-3, 

195D-4, and 195D-6. 

 

Penalty Provisions: 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-8 provides 

that any person who violates 

this subchapter (prohibitions 

in H.A.R. § 13-124-3) shall 

be guilty of a petty 

misdemeanor. 

 

1st conviction: mandatory not 

less than $100, not more than 

thirty days imprisonment, or 

both. 

 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
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§13-124-2.4 Severability 

§13-124-3 Prohibited activities 
§13-124-4 Scientific, propagation, and 

educational permits 

§13-124-6 Permits for keeping indigenous 

wildlife, introduced wild birds, game birds, 

and game mammals 
§13-124-7 Crop damage, nuisance, and 

threat to human health and safety permits 

§13-124-8 Penalty 

§13-124-11 Prohibited activities 

§13-124-12 Scientific, propagation, and 
educational permits 

§13-124-13 Penalty 

2nd conviction in five years 

of prior violation: mandatory 

not less than $500, not more 

than thirty days 

imprisonment, or both, and all 

firearms used in the 

commission of such 

violations shall be forfeited. 

 

3rd or subsequent conviction 

in five years of the first two: 

mandatory not less than 

$1,000, not more than thirty 

days imprisonment, or both, 

and all firearms used in the 

commission of such 

violations shall be forfeited. 

 
H.A.R. § 13-124-13 provides 

that any person who violates 

this subchapter (prohibitions 

in H.A.R. § 13-124-11) shall 

be guilty of a misdemeanor. 

 

1st offense: not less than 

$250, not more than one year 

imprisonment, or both. 

 

2nd or subsequent offense in 

five years: not less than $500, 

not more than one year 

imprisonment, or both. 

Chapter 126 
 

§13-126-1 Purpose 

§13-126-2 Definitions 

§13-126-3 Designation of wildlife 

sanctuaries 
§13-126-4 Prohibited entry 

§13-126-5 Restricted entry 

§13-126-6 Closing of areas 

§13-126-7 Visiting hours 

§13-126-8 Posted signs 
§13-126-9 Permits 

§13-126-10 Application for permits 

§13-126-11 Penalties 

§13-126-20 Unattended and abandoned 

property 
§13-126-21 Agricultural use of premises 

§13-126-22 Aircraft 

Provides regulations for the 

management of wildlife 

sanctuaries to conserve, 

manage, and protect 

indigenous wildlife and 

habitat.  Provides prohibitions 

related to entry and activity in 

wildlife sanctuaries. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 183D-

2, 183D-3, 183D-61, 195D-1, 

195D-3, 195D-4, and 195D-5, 

and 195D-6. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-126-11 provides that “The 

penalties for violating any of 

the provisions of chapter 13-

126 are as provided in Hawaii 

Revised Statutes sections 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/Chap126.pdf
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§13-126-23 Animals and plants 

§13-126-24 Archaeological and historical 
features 

§13-126-25 Boating 

§13-126-26 Camping 

§13-126-27 Communication equipment 

§13-126-28 Disorderly conduct 
§13-126-29 Explosives 

§13-126-30 False Report 

§13-126-31 Firearms and other weapons 

§13-126-32 Fires 

§13-126-33 Fishing 
§13-126-34 Geological features 

§13-126-35 Hunting 

§13-126-36 Intoxication; drug incapacitation 

§13-126-37 Memorials and markers 

§13-126-38 Modelcraft operation 
§13-126-39 Portable engines and motors 

§13-126-40 Public property and resources 

§13-126-41 Report of injury or damage 

§13-126-42 Residence prohibited 

§13-126-43 Sanitation and litter 
§13-126-44 Swimming; nudity 

§13-126-45 Vehicle operation 

§13-126-50 Commercial activity 

§13-126-51 Commercial permit criteria 

§13-126-52 Advertisements 
§13-126-53 Commercial filming, 

photography, and 

videotaping 

§13-126-54 Commercial permit suspension 

and termination 
§13-126-55 Fees 

183D-5, 183D-12, 195D-8, 

195D-9, and 195D-27.” 

 

Provides offense dependent 

penalty provisions. 

 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 184 – State Parks and Recreation Areas 

 

Link to H.R.S. Chapter 184 or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Laws relating to the administration of the State park system. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 184-5 

● In addition to other any other penalty 

o Offense level: petty misdemeanor 

▪ First offense: fine not less than $100 

▪ Second offense: fine not less than $200 

▪ Third or subsequent offense: not less than $500 

o Violations relating to parking or traffic movements constitute traffic infraction. 

▪ First offense: fine not more than $100 

▪ Second offense: fine not more than $200 

▪ Third or subsequent offense: fine not more than $500 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 48 (2017) granted an exemption to the Department of 

Transportation and its contractors from the requirements of this chapter “to the extent 

necessary to expedite” particular projects. 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0184/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act48.pdf
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Division of State Parks 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

Chapter 146 
 

§13-146-1 Purpose 
§13-146-2 Definitions 

§13-146-3 Penalties 

§13-146-4 Closing of areas 

§13-146-5 User fees 

§13-146-7 Abandonment and unattended 
property 

§13-146-8 Agricultural use of premises 

§13-146-9 Aircraft 

§13-146-10 Animals 

§13-146-11 Historic property and burial sites 
§13-146-12 Audio devices 

§13-146-13 Boating 

§13-146-14 Camping 

§13-146-15 Communication equipment 

§13-146-16 Disorderly conduct 
§13-146-17 Explosives 

§13-146-18 False report 

§13-146-19 Firearms and other weapons 

§13-146-20 Fires 

§13-146-21 Fishing 
§13-146-22 Gambling 

§13-146-23 Geological features 

§13-146-24 Golfing 

§13-146-25 Intoxication; drug incapacitation 
§13-146-26 Lost and found articles 

§13-146-27 Memorialization 

§13-146-28 Modelcraft operation; kite flying 

§13-146-29 Parking 

§13-146-30 Picnicking 
§13-146-31 Portable engines and motors 

§13-146-32 Public property 

§13-146-33 Report of injury or damage 

§13-146-34 Residence prohibited 

§13-146-35 Sanitation and litter 
§13-146-36 Skating; skateboards; bicycling 

§13-146-37 Soliciting 

§13-146-38 Swimming; nudity 

§13-146-39 Tampering with vehicle or 

vessel 
§13-146-40 Motorized vehicle operation 

§13-146-41 Wildlife 

§13-146-50 General provisions 

§13-146-51 Camping permits 

§13-146-52 Lodging permits 
§13-146-53 Group use permits 

§13-146-54 Special use permits 

§13-146-65 Advertisements 

§13-146-66 Business operations 

§13-146-67 Commercial photography 
§13-146-68 Commercial activities 

Provides regulations for the 

management and protection 

of state lands, and historical 

and natural resources in the 

State park system.  Provides 

prohibitions for certain public 

activities. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 184-5. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-146-3 provides that 

violators of this chapter shall 

be subject to the penalties 

provided by H.R.S. §§ 184-5, 

199-7, and 712A. 

 

H.R.S. §§ 184-5:  violators of 

this chapter shall be guilty of 

a petty misdemeanor.  In 

addition to any other 

penalties:  

 

1st offense: fine not less than 

$100 

2nd offense: fine not less than 

$200 

3rd or subsequent offense: 

fine not less than $500 

 

Violation relating to parking 

or traffic movements 

constitutes traffic infraction. 

 

1st offense: fine not less more 

$100 

2nd offense: fine not less 

more $200 

3rd or subsequent offense: 

fine not more than $500 

 

H.R.S. § 199-7:  Search and 

seizure allowed for relevant 

violations. 

 Chapter 146 

Subchapter 5 
 

§13-46-69 Purpose 

Provides regulations for the 

grounds of ‘Iolani Palace 

restricting certain activities in 

Authority:  Statutory 

authority in H.R.S. §§ 6E-7, 

6E-35, 171-6, and 184-5. 

 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146_har.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146-51.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146-51.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146-51.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/hsp_13-146-51.pdf
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§13-46-70 ʻIolani Palace State Monument 

restrictions 
§13-46-71 ʻIolani Palace Monument Permit 

Limits 

§13-46-72 Penalties 

addition to the rest of H.A.R. 

Title 13 Ch. 146. 

Penalty Provisions:  H.A.R. 

§ 13-146-72 provides that 

permits may be revoked if 

terms and conditions are 

violated and violators may be 

ordered to leave the 

monument and refused future 

permits. 

Chapter 147 
 
§13-147-1 Purpose 

§13-147-2 Definitions 

§13-147-3 "Acquire a park" program; 

established 

§13-147-4 Administration 
§13-147-5 Trust fund assets 

§13-147-6 Trust fund expenditures 

§13-147-7 Election to take payment or 

delivery 

§13-147-8 Disposition of property having 
insubstantial commercial value; immunity 

from liability 

§13-147-9 Deposit of funds 

§13-147-10 Earmarked and excess funds; 

time limitation 
§13-147-11 Matching funds 

§13-147-12 Delisted park lands 

§13-147-13 Conveyance of park lands 

§13-147-14 Donor recognition 
§13-147-15 Enforcement 

§13-147-16 Severability 

Establishes a park acquisition 

trust fund where private 

contributions are accumulated 

to acquire private lands for 

new or expanded state parks. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 184-3.5. 

 

Enforcement Provision:  

H.A.R. § 13-147-15 provides 

that “[t]he chairperson may 

bring an action in a court of 

competent jurisdiction to 

enforce the provisions of this 

part.” 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 185 – Land Fire Protection Law 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 185 or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Relating to the prevention, control, and extinguishment of wildland fires within forest 

reserves, public hunting areas, wildlife and plant sanctuaries, and natural area reserves. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 185-7 

o Offense level: misdemeanor 

o Fine not less than $250 nor more than $4,000 and liable for restitution for any 

suppression costs and damages to public or private property. 

 

There are no corresponding Hawaii Administrative Rules to this chapter. 

  

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dsp/files/2015/04/13-147.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0185/
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H.R.S. Ch. 187A – Aquatic Resources 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 187A or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Rulemaking authority and provisions relating to the management of the State’s aquatic 

resources and environment. 

● Administrative Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 187A-12.5 provides that “[e]xcept as 

otherwise provided by law, the board is authorized to set, charge, and collect administrative 

fines and to recover administrative fees and costs, including attorney’s fees and costs, or 

bring legal action to recover administrative fines, fees, and costs, including attorney’s fees 

and costs, or payment for damages or for the cost to correct damages...” 

o Violations involving threatened or endangered species: 

▪ First violation: fine up to $5,000 

▪ Second violation within five years of a prior violation:  fine up to $10,000 

▪ Third violation within five years of the last violation:  fine up to $15,000 

 In addition to these fines a fine may be levied for each specimen taken, killed, or injured  

as follows: 

▪ For a first violation up to $5,000 or the retail market value of the specimen, 

whichever is greater 

▪ For a second violation up to $10,000 or the retail market value of the 

specimen, whichever is greater 

▪ For the third or subsequent violation up to $15,000 or the retail market value 

of the specimen, whichever is greater 

o All other violations: 

▪ First violation: fine up to $1,000 

▪ Second violation within five years of a prior violation:  fine up to $2,000 

▪ Third violation within five years of the last violation:  fine up to $3,000 

 In addition to these fines a fine may be levied for each specimen taken, killed, or injured  

as follows: 

▪ For a first violation up to $1,000 or the retail market value of the specimen, 

whichever is greater 

▪ For a second violation up to $2,000 or the retail market value of the specimen, 

whichever is greater 

▪ For the third or subsequent violation up to $3,000 or the retail market value of 

the specimen, whichever is greater 

 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 187A-13 

o Offense level: petty misdemeanor 

o First offense: fine not less than $250 

o Second offense: fine not less than $500 

o Third or subsequent offense: fine not less than $1,000 

o In addition fines may be levied for each specimen taken, killed, or injured as follows: 

▪ First offense up to $250 or the retail market value of the specimen, whichever 

is greater 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0187A/
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▪ Second offense up to $500 or the retail market value of the specimen, 

whichever is greater 

▪ Third or subsequent offense up to $1,000 or the retail market value of the 

specimen, whichever is greater 

o Fines shall not be suspended or waived 

o Applies to violations of this chapter or any rule adopted thereunder for which a 

penalty is not provided.  [For violations of rules adopted pursuant to H.R.S. § 187A-

5, a different penalty is provided, see Special Note below]. 

o Special Note:  “Any person who violates any of the rules adopted pursuant to this 

section [H.R.S. 187A-5] shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor and upon conviction 

thereof shall be punished as provided by section 188-70.”  H.R.S. § 187A-5. 

 

Most Common Fishing Violations  

DLNR Division of Aquatic Resources Administrative Rules 

May 2019 - April 2021 

  

H. A. R. DESCRIPTION TOTAL 

13-75-12.4 Lay nets, generally 181 

13-75-10(a) Throw nets, possess mesh of < 2” stretched mesh 144 

13-245-9(a) Failure to display “diver’s flag” 134 

13-95-11 Take/possess/sell kala < 14” 117 

13-95-55 Take/possess/sell heʻe < 1lb 71 

13-95-50 thru 

54 

Take/possess female crustaceans 71 

13-95-22(a) Take/possess ulua < 10” 68 
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Spotlight on Common Fishing Violations 

 

 
Minimum size for taking kala is 14 inches, but this kala appears to be less than nine inches.   

See H.A.R. §13-95-11.  Photo courtesy of DOCARE.   

 

Some of the most common violations of aquatic resources rules are violations of size, gear, and 

bag restrictions adopted pursuant to H.R.S. § 187A-5.  The correct penalty provision is under a 

different statutory section, which creates confusion in the enforcement process.  Therefore, the 

Editor has added this “spotlight” and example to clarify that the appropriate penalty provisions to 

be applied are specified under H.R.S. § 188-70 not H.R.S. § 187A-5. 

 

 

Note 

  

As indicated in the “Most Common Fishing Violations” table above, some of the most 

common violations of aquatic resources rules are for size, gear, and bag restrictions adopted 

pursuant to H.R.S. § 187A-5, which requires DLNR to adopt rules for aquatic resource 

violations.  

  

For violations of those rules, H.R.S. § 187A-5 states that the penalty provisions shall be that 

provided under a different statutory section, H.R.S. § 188-70.  This “redirected” statutory 

penalty provision for the specified rule violations can create confusion in the enforcement 

process.  

  

This “spotlight” provides an explanation and illustration to clarify that the penalty provisions 

applied for a violation of fishing rules adopted under H.R.S. § 187A, such as for undersized 

fish, are found in H.R.S. § 188-70 not H.R.S. § 187A-13.  The example provided is a taking of 
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under-sized kala, the fourth most common violation in the table above, for which there were 

117 citations for the two-year period from May 2019 - April 2021. 

  

The disposition below also illustrates the District Court’s exercise of discretion to impose fines 

above the statutory minimum for the violations in that under-sized kala case. 

  

Penalty Provisions Explanation 

  

H.R.S. § 187A-5 requires DLNR to adopt, amend, and repeal rules related to: “the 

conservation and allocation of the natural supply of aquatic life in any area.  The rules may 

include the following:  (1) Size limits; (2) Bag limits; (3) Open and closed fishing seasons; (3) 

Specifications and numbers of fishing and taking gear which may be used or possessed; and 

(5) Prescribe and limit the kind and amount of bait that may be used in taking aquatic life, and 

the conditions for entry into areas for taking aquatic life.” 

  

H.R.S. § 187A-5 further provides that: “Any person who violates any of the rules adopted 

pursuant to this section [H.R.S. 187A-5] shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor and upon 

conviction thereof shall be punished as provided by section 188-70. [L 1985, c 94, pt of §1].” 

(Emphasis added.) 

  

In turn, H.R.S. § 188-70 provides:  “Penalties.  (a)  Any person violating any provision of or 

any rule adopted pursuant to this chapter, except sections 188-23, 188-39.5, and 188-40.8 is 

guilty of a petty misdemeanor and, in addition to any other penalties, shall be fined not less 

than: 

  

(1)  $100 for a first offense; 

(2)  $200 for a second offense; and 

(3)  $500 for a third or subsequent offense.  . . . ” 

  

The minimum penalties for violations of bag, size, closed seasons, bait, gear, and area entry 

rules under H.R.S. § 187A-5 are lower than provided generally under H.R.S. § 187A, which 

has general penalties provided in subsection -13, as follows: “[General penalty] (a) Any person 

violating this chapter or any rule adopted thereunder for which a penalty is not otherwise 

provided, shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor and, in addition to any other penalties, shall 

be fined not less than: 

  

(1) $250 for a first offense; 

(2) $500 for a second offense; and 

(3) $1000 for a third or subsequent offense.  . . .” 

  

Thus, for a violation of a bag, size, closed seasons, bait, gear, and area entry rule adopted 

under H.R.S. § 187A-5, the minimum fines of $100, $200, and $500 (not $250, $500, and 

$1000) would apply. 

  



60 
 

 

However, under H.R.S. Chapter 706 (“Disposition of Convicted Defendants”), specifically 

H.R.S. § 706-640(e) (“fines, fees, and restitution”), a District Court may impose a penalty 

greater than the minimum fine up to “(e)  $1,000, when the conviction is of a petty 

misdemeanor or a violation[.]” 

 

Illustration - Taking of Under-Sized Kala 

  

This example illustrates a disposition where the District Court (1) applied the penalty 

provisions under H.R.S. § 188-70 for the taking of undersized fish (specifically kala, a 

violation of §13-95-11), and (2) exercised its discretion, as authorized under H.R.S. § 706-

640(e) to impose a penalty greater than the $100 minimum fine specified in H.R.S. § 188-70. 

  

“[H.A.R.] §13-95-11 Kala. It shall be unlawful for any person to take, possess, or sell any kala 

less than fourteen inches in length. [Eff 12/03/98; am 12/19/02; comp 1/31/21] (Auth: HRS 

§187A-5) (Imp: HRS §187A-5)” 

  

As explained above, the minimum penalty for taking undersized kala in violation of H.A.R. § 

13-95-11 (adopted pursuant to H.R.S. § 187A-5) is provided in H.R.S. § 188-70 (not H.R.S. § 

187A-13). 

  

Case ID 1DCC-19-0015564 

  

On November 16, 2019, DOCARE officers observed lights in the water, a common indication 

of night diving, in Maunalua Bay, Oʻahu.  DOCARE Officers surveilled the shoreline and 

waited for the divers to exit the water.  Upon contact, DOCARE Officers requested to inspect 

the divers’ catch, the results of which revealed one individual was in possession of two 

undersized kala each measuring 12” nose to fork. 

  

The individual was cited for possession of two undersized kala under H.A.R. § 13-95-11, 

which requires a minimum length of 14”. 

  

Defendant pled guilty and at sentencing was issued a fine of $250.  This fine reflects the 

District Court’s discretion to impose a penalty above the H.R.S. § 188-70 minimum of $100 

for a first offense, up to a maximum of $1,000, per petty misdemeanor or violation, pursuant to 

H.R.S. § 706-640(e). 

  

 

 

● H.R.S. § 187A-13(c):  “The court may require the defendant to complete an aquatic 

resources educational class administered by the department in addition to or in lieu of paying 

all or any part of any monetary fine authorized by this section.” 

● H.R.S. § 187A-13(d):  “The court may direct the defendant to perform community service as 

administered by the department in lieu of paying any monetary fine authorized by this 

section; provided that if community service is ordered pursuant to this subsection the 
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department may recommend to the court an order of community service that benefits the 

resource that was damaged” 

● H.R.S. § 187A-13(e): “The department may recommend to the court that the defendant be 

sentenced to probation with probationary terms and conditions consistent with sections 706-

623 and 706-624, including but not limited to restrictions on:  

o Entering specific geographical areas within the waters of the State where aquatic 

resources may be found, including ocean waters, estuaries, rivers, and streams; 

o Engaging in certain fishing activities; 

o Handling, operating, or possessing certain fishing gear or boating equipment; and 

o Taking or possessing certain species of aquatic life 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 32 (SB204) (2022) amended H.R.S.  § 187A-41 to provide for 

either compensatory mitigation for prospective damages to aquatic habitats or resources 

where the use of aquatic mitigation banking or aquatic in-lieu fee mitigation is approved by 

the agency requiring mitigation or past damages to aquatic habitats or resources. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 35 (HB1653) (2022) amended H.R.S. § 187A-13 to allow the 

court to impose fines for each specimen taken, killed, or injured, to allow for community 

service, as directed by the department, that benefits the resource that was damaged, and to 

allow for probationary restrictions including but not limited to entering specific State waters; 

engaging in certain fishing activities; handling, operating, or possessing certain fishing gear 

or boating equipment; and taking or possessing certain species of aquatic life. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 67 (2016) amended H.R.S. § 187A-13 to allow the court to 

require a defendant to complete educational classes and perform community service. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 211 (2016) added H.R.S. §§ 187A-41, and -42 which 

authorized the department to establish and operate aquatic mitigation banks. 

 

Division of Aquatic Resources 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

Chapter 75 
 

§13-75-1 Definitions 

§13-75-2 Penalty 
§13-75-3 Severability 

§13-75-4 Disposal of fishing gear 

§13-75-5 Explosives 

§13-75-6 Electrofishing devices 

§13-75-7 Poisonous substances 
§13-75-8 Firearms 

§13-75-9 Spears 

§13-75-10 Throw nets 

§13-75-11 Drift gill nets 

§13-75-12 Gill nets 
§13-75-12.2 Akule nets 

§13-75-12.4 Lay nets 

§13-75-12.5 State waters around Molokai, 

special rules 

§13-75-13 Bullpen traps 
§13-75-14 Nets, generally 

Relating to the regulation of 

possession and use of certain 

fishing gear. 

 

General prohibitions for 

possession and use of 

explosives, electrofishing 

devices, and poisonous 

substances relating to fishing. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 187A-

5. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-75-2 provides that 

violators of this chapter shall 

be subject to penalties 

provided under H.R.S. 

Chapter 187A, in addition to 

any other penalty as provided 

by law. 

 

H.R.S. § 187A-5 provides 

that “Any person who 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/SB204_CD1_.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1653_.HTM
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act67.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act211.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch75.pdf
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§13-75-15 Traps violates any of the rules 

adopted pursuant to this 

section shall be guilty of a 

petty misdemeanor and upon 

conviction thereof shall be 

punished as provided by 

section 188-70.” 

 

H.R.S. § 188-70(a) provides 

that violation is a petty 

misdemeanor.  In addition to 

any other penalties, violators 

shall be fined not less than: 

$100 for first offense; $200 

for second offense; and $500 

for third or subsequent 

offense. 

 

H.R.S. § 188-70(c) provides 

that it is a class C felony to 

violate H.R.S. § 188-23, 

related to the possession or 

use of explosives, 

electrofishing devices, and 

poisonous substances in state 

waters.  Penalty under H.R.S. 

§ 188-70(c) provides that in 

addition to any term of 

imprisonment or other terms 

and conditions of probation, a 

fine not less than $1,000.  

Mandatory minimum 30-

day imprisonment for first 

offense.  Repeat offenders 

sentenced pursuant to  

H.R.S. Chapter 706. 

Chapter 76 
 
§13-76-1 Purpose 

§13-76-2 Definitions 

§13-76-3 General permit conditions 

§13-76-4 Penalties 

§13-76-5 Severability 
§13-76-11 Purpose 

§13-76-12 Definitions 

§13-76-13 Prohibited activities 

§13-76-14 Applicability 

§13-76-15 Permits 
§13-76-16 Ballast water management plans 

Ballast water management 

prohibitions. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 187A-

12.5, 187A-13, and 187A- 

32. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-76-4 provides that 

violators of this chapter shall 

be subject to penalties 

provided under H.R.S. § 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch76.pdf
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§13-76-17 Ballast water exchange 

requirements 
§13-76-18 Ballast water discharge 

requirements 

§13-76-19 Ballast water reporting 

requirements 

§13-76-20 Evaluation and compliance 

187A-13 and administrative 

penalties under H.R.S. § 

187A-12.5. 

 

H.R.S. § 187A-13: 

 

Petty misdemeanor 

 

1st offense: $250 

2nd offense: $500 

3rd or subsequent offense: 

$1,000 

 

Fines specified in this section 

shall not be suspended or 

waived. 

Chapter 77 
 
§13-77-1 Applicability and scope 

§13-77-2 Definitions 

§13-77-3 Exemptions 

§13-77-4 Penalties 
§13-77-5 Severability 

§13-77-6 Oʻahu prohibited activities 

Prohibitions relating to 

aquarium fishing on O‘ahu. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 187A-

5. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-77-4 provides that 

violators of this chapter shall 

be subject to penalties 

provided under H.R.S. § 

187A-13 in addition to civil 

and administrative penalties 

under H.R.S. § 187A-12.5. 

 

*Editor’s note:  H.A.R. § 13-

77-4 conflicts with H.R.S. § 

187A-5, therefore the statute 

controls, and the applicable 

penalty section is H.R.S. § 

188-70, which provides: 

 

H.R.S. § 188-70(a) provides 

that violation is a petty 

misdemeanor.  In addition to 

any other penalties, violators 

shall be fined not less than: 

$100 for first offense; $200 

for second offense; and $500 

for third or subsequent 

offense. 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2015/04/ch77.pdf
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Chapter 83 
 
§13-83-1 Prohibited activities 

§13-83-2 Exceptions; permits 

§13-83-3 Penalty 

Prohibitions related to 

shellfish. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 187A-5. 

 

Penalty Provisions: 

 

H.A.R. § 13-83-3 provides 

that “A person violating the 

provisions of this chapter or 

the terms and conditions 

of any permit issued as 

provided by this chapter, shall 

be guilty of a petty 

misdemeanor, and upon 

conviction thereof, shall be 

punished as provided by law.” 

 

H.R.S. § 188-70(a) provides 

that violation is a petty 

misdemeanor.  In addition to 

any other penalties, violators 

shall be fined not less than: 

$100 for first offense; $200 

for second offense; and $500 

for third or subsequent 

offense. 

Chapter 85 
 
§13-85-1 Prohibited activities 
§13-85-2 Declaration of open season 

§13-85-3 Penalty 

Prohibitions relating to 

Japanese littleneck clam 

(Tapes phippinarum) 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 187A-5. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-85-3 provides that “[a] 

person violating the 

provisions of this chapter 

shall be guilty of a petty 

misdemeanor, and upon 

conviction thereof, shall be 

punished as provided by law.” 

 

H.R.S. § 188-70(a) provides 

that violation is a petty 

misdemeanor.  In addition to 

any other penalties, violators 

shall be fined not less than: 

$100 for first offense; $200 

for second offense; and $500 

for third or subsequent 

offense. 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch83.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch85.pdf
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Chapter 90 
 
§13-89-1 Prohibited activities 

§13-89-2 Penalty 

Prohibitions related to nehu 

(Stolenphorus purpureus). 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 187A-

5. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-90-2 provides that “A 

person violating the 

provisions of this chapter 

shall be guilty of a petty 

misdemeanor, and upon 

conviction thereof shall be 

punished as provided by law.” 

 

H.R.S. § 188-70(a) provides 

that violation is a petty 

misdemeanor.  In addition to 

any other penalties, violators 

shall be fined not less than: 

$100 for first offense; $200 

for second offense; and $500 

for third or subsequent 

offense. 

Chapter 91 
 
§13-91-1 Definitions 

§13-91-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-91-3 Exceptions; permits 
§13-91-4 Penalty 

§13-91-5 Not a violation 

§13-91-6 Control date 

Prohibitions relating to pink, 

gold, and black corals. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 187A-5. 

 

Penalty Provisions:  H.A.R. 

§§ 13-91-4, 13-92-3, and 13-

93-3 provide that violators of 

these chapters shall be 

punished by law. 

 

H.R.S. § 188-70(a) provides 

that violation is a petty 

misdemeanor.  In addition to 

any other penalties, violators 

shall be fined not less than: 

$100 for first offense; $200 

for second offense; and $500 

for third or subsequent 

offense. 

Chapter 92 
 
§13-92-1 Prohibited activities 

§13-92-2 Exceptions; permits 

§13-92-3 Penalty 

Prohibitions relating to ‘opihi. Authority:  H.R.S. § 187A-5. 

 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch90.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch91.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch92.pdf


66 
 

 

Chapter 93 
 
§13-93-1 Definitions 

§13-93-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-93-3 Penalty 

Prohibitions and regulations 

relating to limu. 

Penalty Provisions:  H.A.R. 

§§ 13-91-4, 13-92-3, and 13-

93-3 provide that violators of 

these chapters shall be 

punished by law. 

 

H.R.S. § 188-70(a) provides 

that violation is a petty 

misdemeanor.  In addition to 

any other penalties, violators 

shall be fined not less than: 

$100 for first offense; $200 

for second offense; and $500 

for third or subsequent 

offense. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 187A-

5, 187A-13, 188-53, 188-70, 

and 189-4. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-94-3 provides that “[a] 

person violating this 

chapter, or the terms and 

conditions of any license or 

permit issued as provided by 

this chapter, shall be 

punished as provided by law.” 

Chapter 94 
 
§13-94-1 Purpose 
§13-94-2 Definitions 

§13-94-3 Penalty 

§13-94-4 Severability 

§13-94-5 Bottomfish species §13-94-6 

Restricted bottomfish fishing gears 
§13-94-7 Recreational bag limits 

§13-94-8 Bottomfish restricted fishing areas 

§13-94-9 Bottomfish fishing vessel 

identification number §13-94-10 Control 

date 
§13-94-11 Bottomfish fishing seasons, other 

restrictions 

§13-94-14 Exceptions 

Provides gear restrictions, bag 

limits, area restrictions, vessel 

identification requirements, 

and season restrictions for 

bottom fish management. 

Chapter 95 
 

§13-95-1 Definitions 

§13-95-1.1 Licenses, permits, and other 

exemptions 
§13-95-2 Penalty 

§13-95-3 Severability 

§13-95-4 Aholehole 

§13-95-5 Manini 

§13-95-6 Moano 
§13-95-7 Kumu 

§13-95-8 Mullet 

§13-95-9 Awa 

§13-95-10 Oio 

§13-95-11 Kala 
§13-95-12 Opelu kala 

§13-95-13 Opakapaka 

§13-95-14 Onaga 

§13-95-15 Uku 

§13-95-16 Uhu 
§13-95-17 Ahi 

§13-95-18 Opelu 

§13-95-19 Akule 

§13-95-20 Iao 

§13-95-21 Nehu 
§13-95-22 Ulua 

Rules relating to the 

regulation of taking and 

selling certain marine 

resources. 

 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 187A-

5, 187A-12.5, 188-53, and 

190-3. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-95-2 provides that “[a] 

person violating any 

section of this chapter may be 

subject to any 

applicable criminal or 

administrative penalties or 

both. Unless otherwise 

expressly provided, the 

remedies or penalties 

provided by this chapter are 

cumulative to each other and 

to the remedies or 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch93.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch94.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2018/12/ch95rev2.pdf
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§13-95-23 Moi 

§13-95-24 Weke 
§13-95-50 Kuhonu crab 

§13-95-51 Kona crab 

§13-95-52 Samoan crab 

§13-95-53 Spiny lobster 

§13-95-54 Slipper lobster 
§13-95-55 He’e 

§13-95-70 Stony corals 

§13-95-71 Live rocks 

penalties available under all 

other laws of this 

State.” 

H.R.S. § 187A-5 provides 

that “[a]ny person who 

violates any of the rules 

adopted pursuant to this 

section shall be guilty of a 

petty misdemeanor and upon 

conviction thereof shall be 

punished as provided by 

section 188-70.” 

 

H.R.S. § 188-70(a) provides 

that violation is a petty 

misdemeanor.  In addition to 

any other penalties, violators 

shall be fined not less than: 

$100 for first offense; $200 

for second offense; and $500 

for third or subsequent 

offense. 

 

Other remedies:  

Environmental Court may 

also require defendants to 

complete aquatic resources 

educational classes and/or 

perform community service in 

lieu of paying monetary fines 

under this section. 

Chapter 95.1 
 
§13-95.1-1 Definitions 

§13-95.1-2 Penalty 

§13-95.1-3 Scope 
§13-95.1-4 Exceptions 

§13-95.1-5 Severability 

§13-95.1-20 Goatfish 

§13-95.1-21 Uhu 

Relating to regulations for 

goatfish and uhu in Maui 

Island fisheries. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 187A-

5, 188-53. 

 

Penalty Provisions:  H.A.R. 

§§ 13-95.1-2, 13-99-3, and 

13-100-3 provide that 

violators of these chapters 

shall be punished as provided 

by law.   

 

H.R.S. § 188-70(a) provides 

that violation is a petty 

misdemeanor.  In addition to 

any other penalties, violators 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/10/ch95-1.pdf
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shall be fined not less than: 

$100 for first offense; $200 

for second offense; and $500 

for third or subsequent 

offense. 

Chapter 99 
 
§13-99-1 Prohibited activities 

§13-99-2 Open seasons 

§13-99-3 Penalty 

Prohibitions relating to 

introduced freshwater fish. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 187A-

5, 188-53. 

 

Penalty Provisions:  H.A.R. 

§§ 13-95.1-2, 13-99-3, and 

13-100-3 provide that 

violators of these chapters 

shall be punished as provided 

by law.   

 

H.R.S. § 188-70(a) provides 

that violation is a petty 

misdemeanor.  In addition to 

any other penalties, violators 

shall be fined not less than: 

$100 for first offense; $200 

for second offense; and $500 

for third or subsequent 

offense. 

Chapter 100 
 
§13-100-1 Definitions 
§13-100-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-100-3 Penalty 

Prohibitions relating to ʻo‘opu 

and hinahina 

  

 

H.R.S. Ch. 188 – Fishing Rights and Regulations 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 188 or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Relating to rulemaking and regulations for fishing. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 188-70 

o Offense level: petty misdemeanor (except violations of H.R.S. §§ 188-23 and 188-

39.5) 

o First offense: fine not less than $100 

o Second offense: fine not less than $200 

o Third of subsequent offense: fine not less than $500 

o Allows for the court to levy an additional fine for each specimen taken, killed, or 

injured; first offense up to $100 or the retail market value, whichever is greater; 

second offense up to $200 or the retail market value, whichever is greater; for a third 

offense up to $500 or the retail market value, whichever is greater 

o Violation of H.R.S. § 188-23 is a class C felony 

▪ Sentence pursuant to H.R.S. Ch. 706 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch99.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch100.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0188/
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▪ Fine not less than $1,000 in addition to any term of imprisonment or any other 

terms and conditions of probation 

● H.R.S. § 188-70(d) “The environmental court may require the defendant to complete an 

aquatic resources educational class administered by the department of land and natural 

resources in addition to or in lieu of paying all or part of any monetary fine authorized by this 

section.” 

● H.R.S.  § 188-70(e) “The environmental court may direct the defendant to perform 

community service as administered by the department in lieu of paying any monetary fine 

authorized by this section; provided that if community service is ordered pursuant to this 

subsection the department may recommend to the court an order of community service that 

benefits the resource that was damaged” 

● H.R.S.  § 188-70(f) “The department of land and natural resources may recommend to the 

environmental court that the defendant be sentenced to probationary terms and conditions 

consistent with sections 706-623 and 706-624, including but not limited to restrictions on:  

● Entering specific geographical areas within the waters of the State 

where aquatic resources may be found, including ocean waters, 

estuaries, rivers, and streams; 

● Engaging in certain fishing activities; 

● Handling, operating, or possessing certain fishing gear or boating 

equipment; and 

● Taking or possessing certain species of aquatic life 

● H.R.S. § 188-39.5 penalties related to rays. 

● H.R.S. § 188-40.6 prohibition on feeding sharks. 

● H.R.S. § 188-40.7 prohibition on possessing, selling, offering to sell, trading, or distributing 

shark fins.  Violators of this section shall be penalized as follows: 

o First offense:  minimum fine of $5,000, maximum of $15,000. 

o Second offense:  minimum fine of $15,000, maximum of $35,000. 

o Third offense:  minimum fine of $35,000, maximum of $50,000 and/or imprisonment 

of up to one year. 

o In addition, violators shall be subject to other penalties authorized by H.R.S. § 188-

70. 

● H.R.S. § 188-71 prohibits intentionally preventing or attempting to prevent the lawful taking 

of fish by a person licensed pursuant to H.R.S. § 188-50.  Further, prohibits entering or 

remaining on public or private land, without permission of the owner, with the intent to 

violate this section. 

o Maximum penalty is a  $500 fine for violating this section and/or up to 30 days 

imprisonment. 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 035 (HB1653)(2022) amended  H.R.S. § 188-70 to allow for 

additional fines to be levied for each specimen taken, killed, or injured, to allow for 

community service as directed by the department that benefits the resource that had been 

damaged, and to allow for probationary restrictions including but not limited to entering 

specific State waters; engaging in certain fishing activities; handling, operating, or possessing 

certain fishing gear or boating equipment; and taking or possessing certain species of aquatic 

life. 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1653_.HTM
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● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 67 (2016) amended H.R.S. § 188-70 to allow the court to 

require a defendant to complete educational classes and perform community service. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 12 (2017) made clarifying amendments to H.R.S. § 188-70. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 252 (2019) amended H.R.S. § 188-39.5 related to rays, to 

expand the prohibition on capturing the species to include “take, possess, abuse, or entangle” 

and further expanded it to include rays that are already deceased. 

 

Division of Aquatic Resources 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

Chapter 47 
 
§13-47-1 Definitions 

§13-47-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-47-3 Permitted activities 

§13-47-4 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Hilo Bay, Wailoa 

River, and Wailuku River, 

Hawai‘i. 

Authority:  H.R.S. Chapter 

188. 

 

Penalty Provisions: 

 

H.R.S. § 188-70 provides that 

violation is a petty 

misdemeanor.  In addition to 

any other penalties, violators 

shall be fined not less than: 

$100 for first offense; $200 

for second offense; and $500 

for third or subsequent 

offense. 

 

Other remedies:  

Environmental Court may 

also require defendants to 

complete aquatic resources 

educational classes and/or 

perform community service in 

lieu of paying monetary fines 

under this section. 

 

Administrative Penalty 

Provision: H.R.S. § 187A-

12.5 provides that “[e]xcept 

as otherwise provided by law, 

the board is authorized to set, 

charge, and collect 

administrative fines and to 

recover administrative fees 

and costs, including attorney's 

Chapter 48 
 
§13-48-1 Boundaries 
§13-48-2 Fishing periods 

§13-48-3 Prohibited activities 

§13-48-4 Permitted activities 

§13-48-5 Exceptions; permits 

§13-48-6 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Waikīkī-

Diamond Head Shoreline 

Fisheries Management Area, 

O‘ahu. 

Chapter 49 
 
§13-49-1 Definitions 

§13-49-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-49-3 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Hanamā‘ulu Bay 

and Ahukini Recreation Pier, 

Kaua‘i. 

Chapter 49.5 
 
§13-49.5-1 Definitions 

§13-49.5-2 Prohibited activities §13-49.5-3 

Exceptions; permits §13-49.5-4 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Port Allen, 

Kaua‘i. 

Chapter 49.6 
 
§13-49.6-1 Definitions 

§13-49.6-2 Prohibited activities §13-49.6-3 
Exceptions; permits §13-49.6-4 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Nawiliwili 

Harbor, Kaua‘i. 

Chapter 50 
 
§13-50-1 Definitions 

§13-50-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-50-3 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Waimea Bay and 

Waimea Recreational Pier, 

Kaua‘i. 

Chapter 51 
 
§13-51-1 Definitions 

§13-51-1.1 Boundaries 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Kahului Harbor, 

Maui. 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act67.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act12.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch47.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch48.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch49.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch49.5.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch49.6.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch50.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch51.pdf
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§13-51-2 Regulated activities 

§13-51-3 Fisher check station requirements 
§13-51-4 Penalty 

§13-51-5 Severability 

fees and costs, or bring legal 

action to recover 

administrative fines, fees, and 

costs, including attorney's 

fees and costs, or payment for 

damages or for the cost to 

correct damages...” 

 

Violations involving 

threatened or endangered 

species:  First violation, fine 

up to $5,000; second violation 

within five years of a prior 

violation, fine up to $10,000; 

and third violation within five 

years of first two, fine up to 

$15,000. 

 

All other violations:  First 

violation, fine up to $1,000; 

second violation within five 

years of a prior violation, fine 

up to $2,000; third violation 

within five years of the last 

violation, fine up to $3,000. 

Chapter 52 
 
§13-52-1 Definitions 

§13-52-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-52-3 Permitted activities 

§13-52-4 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Kailua Bay, 

Hawai‘i. 

Chapter 53 
 
§13-53-1 Definitions 
§13-53-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-53-3 Permitted activities 

§13-53-4 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Mānele Harbor, 

Lāna‘i. 

Chapter 54 
 
§13-54-1 Definitions 

§13-54-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-54-3 Permitted activities 
§13-54-4 Exceptions; permits 

§13-54-5 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Puakō Bay and 

Puakō Reef, Hawai‘i. 

Chapter 55 
 
§13-55-1 Definitions 

§13-55-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-55-3 Permitted activities 

§13-55-4 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Kawaihae 

Harbor, Hawai‘i. 

Chapter 56 
 
§13-56-1 Definitions 

§13-56-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-56-3 Permitted activities 

§13-56-4 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Kaunakakai 

Harbor, Moloka‘i. 

Chapter 57 
 
§13-57-1 Definitions 

§13-57-2 Prohibited activities 
§13-57-3 Permitted activities 

§13-57-4 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Keauhou Bay, 

Hawai‘i. 

Chapter 58 
 
§13-58-1 Definitions 

§13-58-2 Boundaries 

§13-58-3 Prohibited activities 

§13-58-4 Permitted activities 
§13-58-5 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Kona Coast, 

Hawai‘i. 

Chapter 60 
 
§13-60-1 Definitions 

§13-60-2 Boundaries 

§13-60-3 Prohibited activities 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Kīholo Bay, 

Hawai‘i 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch52.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch53.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch54.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch55.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch56.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch57.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch58.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch60.pdf
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§13-60-4 Permitted activities 

§13-60-5 Penalty 

Chapter 60.4 
 
§13-60.4-1 Intent and purpose 
§13-60.4-2 Geographical jurisdiction of 

chapter provisions §13-60.4-3 Definitions 

§13-60.4-4 Activities prohibited within the 

West Hawai‘i regional fishery management 

area 
§13-60.4-5 Activities prohibited within 

selected areas 

§13-60.4-6 Lay net registration and use 

requirements 

§13-60.4-7 Aquarium collecting permit and 
vessel registration requirements 

§13-60.4-8 Penalty 

§13-60.4-9 Severability 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in West Hawai‘i 

Regional Fishery 

Management Area. 

Chapter 60.5 
 

§13-60.5-1 Intent and purpose 

§13-60.5-2 Boundaries 
§13-60.5-3 Definitions 

§13-60.5-4 Prohibited activities §13-60.5-5 

Permitted activities 

§13-60.5-6 Permits 

§13-60.5-7 Penalties 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Northwestern 

Hawaiian Islands Marine 

Refuge. 

Chapter 60.7 
 
§13-60.7-1 Purpose 
§13-60.7-2 Definitions 

§13-60.7-3 Boundaries 

§13-60.7-4 Regulated activities 

§13-60.7-5 Exceptions; permits 
§13-60.7-6 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Kahekili 

Herbivore Fisheries 

Management Area. 

Chapter 60.8 
 
§13-60.8-1 Purpose 

§13-60.8-2 Definitions 

§13-60.8-3 Boundaries 

§13-60.8-4 Management plan and review 

§13-60.8-5 Permitted and prohibited 
activities 

§13-60.8-6 Prohibited activities, Makua 

Pu‘uhonua 

§13-60.8-7 Penalty 

§13-60.8-8 Severability 

Relating to the Haʻena 

Community-Based 

Subsistence Fishing Area. 

Chapter 61 
 
§13-61-1 Boundary 
§13-61-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-61-3 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Nu‘uanu 

Freshwater Fishing Refuge, 

O‘ahu. 

Chapter 62 
 
§13-62-1 Definitions 

§13-62-2 Boundary 

§13-62-3 Prohibited activities 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Wahiawa Public 

Fishing Area, O‘ahu. 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch60.4.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch60.5.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch60.7.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2015/08/ch60.8.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch61.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch62.pdf
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§13-62-4 Permitted activities 

§13-62-5 Group fishing permit 
§13-62-6 Revocation of permits §13-62-7 

Penalty 

§13-62-8 Catch and release program 

Chapter 63 
 
§13-63-1 Definitions 

§13-63-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-63-3 Permitted activities 
§13-63-4 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Waiākea Public 

Fishing Area, Hawai‘i. 

Chapter 64 
 
§13-64-1 Intent and purpose 

§13-64-1.2 Definitions 

§13-64-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-64-3 Permitted activities 

§13-64-4 Open fishing season 
§13-64-5 Fishing reports 

§13-64-6 Penalty 

§13-64-7 Severability 

Relating to prohibited 

activities and fishing report 

requirements in Kōke‘e 

Public Fishing Area, Kaua‘i. 

Chapter 65 
 
§13-65-1 Intent and purpose 

§13-65-2 Definitions 

§13-65-3 Prohibited activities 
§13-65-4 Permitted activities 

§13-65-5 Daily bag limits 

§13-65-6 Penalty 

§13-65-7 Severability 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Wailua Reservoir 

Public Fishing Area, Kaua‘i. 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 189 – Commercial Fishing 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 189 or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Relating to the regulation and licensing of commercial fishing in state waters. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S § 189-4 

o Offense level: petty misdemeanor 

o First offense: fine not less than $250 in addition to any other penalties 

o Second offense: fine not less than $500 in addition to any other penalties 

o Third or subsequent offense: fine not less than $1,000 in addition to any other 

penalties 

o Allows for the court to levy a fine for each specimen taken, killed, or injured; first 

offense up to $250 or the retail market value, whichever is greater; second offense up 

to $500 or the retail market value, whichever is greater; for a third offense up to 

$1,000 or the retail market value, whichever is greater 

o The fines in this section shall not be suspended or waived. 

● H.R.S. § 189-4(e) “The department may recommend to the court that the defendant be 

sentenced to probation with probationary terms and conditions consistent with sections 706-

23 and 706-624, including but not limited to restrictions on: 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch63.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch64.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch65.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0189/
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▪ Entering specific geographical areas within the waters of the State where 

aquatic resources may be found, including ocean waters, estuaries, rivers, and 

streams; 

▪ Engaging in certain fishing activities; 

▪ Handling, operating, or possessing certain fishing gear or boating equipment; 

and 

▪ Taking or possessing certain species of aquatic life 

● Right of Entry and Penalty:  H.R.S. § 189-14 authorizes the department to “board any 

vessel, whether commercial or non-commercial, capable of being used in taking marine life, 

or enter any place of business where marine life is sold, stored, processed, cooked, canned, or 

cured, for purposes of investigation and inspection, and inspect any and all books and records 

containing account of the marine life taken, bought, or sold.” 

o Penalty:  failure to permit inspection by the department or refusal to produce any 

book or record with marine life information is a petty misdemeanor and subjects 

offenders to penalties in H.R.S. § 189-4. 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 35 (HB1653)(2022) amended H.R.S. § 189-4 to allow the 

court to levy fines for each specimen take, killed, or injured, and to allow for probationary 

restrictions including but not limited to entering specific State waters; engaging in certain 

fishing activities; handling, operating, or possessing certain fishing gear or boating 

equipment; and taking or possessing certain species of aquatic life. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 279 (2019) amended H.R.S. § 189-2 related to commercial 

marine licenses to remove language that prevented the department from renewing, 

reinstating, or denying an applicant for a license because the applicant had defaulted or was 

in breach of any obligation under a student loan or other such repayment contracts for 

education. 

 

Division of Aquatic Resources 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

Chapter 73 
 
§13-73-1 Definitions 

§13-73-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-73-3 Exceptions 

§13-73-4 Penalty 

Fish aggregating device 

prohibitions. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 187A-

5, 187A12.5, 188-37, 188-44, 

188-45, 188-50, 188-53, 188-

57, 189-2, and 189-6. 

 

Penalty Provisions:  H.A.R. 

§§ 13-73-4 and 13-74-4.  

Penalty provisions provide 

that violating these chapters 

shall be punished as provided 

by law. 

 

Chapter 74 
 
§13-74-1 Definitions 
§13-74-2 General license and permit 

conditions 

Relating to prohibitions and 

requirements for freshwater 

game and commercial fishing 

licenses 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1653_.HTM
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch73.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch74.pdf
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§13-74-3 Suspension, revocation, and non-

issuance of licenses and permits, generally 
§13-74-4 Penalties, generally 

§13-74-10 Freshwater game fishing license 

§13-74-20 Commercial marine license 

§13-74-21 Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 

fishing permit 
§13-74-22 Bait license 

§13-74-40 Mullet pond operator and closed 

season sales license 

§13-74-41 Kona crab and lobster closed 

season sales license 
§13-74-42 Special marine animal or product 

possession and sale license §13-74-43 

Aquaculture license 

§13-74-44 License to sell reared species 

H.R.S. § 189-4 provides that 

violating this chapter is a 

petty misdemeanor.  In 

addition to any other 

penalties, violators shall be 

fined not less than $250 for 

first offense, $500 for second 

offense, and $1,000 for third 

or subsequent offenses. 

 

Fines specified in this section 

shall not be suspended or 

waived. 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 190 – Marine Life Conservation Program 

 

Link to H.R.S. Chapter 190 or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Relating to the establishment and regulation of marine life conservation districts. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 190-5 

o Offense level: petty misdemeanor 

o First offense: fine not less than $250 in addition to any other penalties 

o Second offense: fine not less than $500 in addition to any other penalties 

o Third or subsequent offense: fine not less than $1,000 in addition to any other 

penalties 

o Allows for the court to levy a fine for each specimen taken, killed, or injured; first 

offense up to $250 or the retail market value, whichever is greater; second offense up 

to $500 or the retail market value, whichever is greater; for a third offense up to 

$1,000 or the retail market value, whichever is greater 

● H.R.S. § 190-5(d): “The court may require the defendant to complete an aquatic resources 

educational class administered by the department of land and natural resources in addition to 

or in lieu of paying all or any part of any monetary fine authorized by this section.” 

● H.R.S. § 190-5(e):  “The court may allow the defendant to perform community service as 

administered by the department of land and natural resources in lieu of paying any monetary 

fine authorized by this section; provided that if the community service is ordered pursuant to 

this subsection, the department of land and natural resources may recommend to the court an 

order of community service that benefits the resource that was damaged.” 

● H.R.S. § 190-5(f) “The department of land and natural resources may recommend to the 

court that the defendant be sentenced to probation with probationary terms and conditions 

consistent with sections 706-623 and 706-624, including but not limited to restrictions on:  

o Entering specific geographical areas within the waters of the State where aquatic 

resources may be found, including ocean waters, estuaries, rivers, and streams; 

o Engaging in certain fishing activities; 

o Handling, operating, or possessing certain fishing gear or boating equipment; and 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0190/
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o Taking or possessing certain species of aquatic life” 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 35 (HB1653)(2022) amended H.R.S. § 190-5 to allow the 

court to levy fines for each specimen take, killed, or injured, and to allow for probationary 

restrictions including but not limited to entering specific State waters; engaging in certain 

fishing activities; handling, operating, or possessing certain fishing gear or boating 

equipment; and taking or possessing certain species of aquatic life. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 67 (2016) amended H.R.S. § 190-5 to allow the court to 

require a defendant to complete educational classes and perform community service. 

 

Division of Aquatic Resources 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

Chapter 28 
 
§13-28-1 Boundaries 

§13-28-1.1 Definitions 

§13-28-2 Prohibited activities 
§13-28-3 Permitted activities 

§13-28-4 Exceptions; permits 

§13-28-5 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Hanauma Bay 

Marine Life Conservation 

District, Oahu. 

Authority:  H.R.S. Chapter 

190. 

 

Penalty Provisions 

 

Penalty provisions provide 

that violating these chapters 

shall be punished as provided 

by law. 

 

H.R.S. § 190-5 provides that 

violating this chapter is a 

petty misdemeanor.  In 

addition to any other 

penalties, violators shall be 

fined not less than $250 for 

first offense, $500 for second 

offense, and $1,000 for third 

or subsequent offenses. 

 

Other remedies:  

Environmental Court may 

also require defendants to 

complete aquatic resources 

educational classes and/or 

perform community service in 

lieu of paying monetary fines 

under this section. 

 

Chapter 29 
 
§13-29-1 Boundaries 

§13-29-2 Prohibited activities 
§13-29-3 Permitted activities 

§13-29-4 Exceptions; permits 

§13-29-5 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Kealakekua Bay 

Marine Life Conservation 

District, Hawai‘i. 

Chapter 30 
 
§13-30-1 Boundaries 

§13-30-1.1 Definitions 

§13-30-2 Prohibited activities 
§13-30-3 Permitted activities 

§13-30-4 Exceptions; permits 

§13-30-5 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Mānele-Hulopo‘e 

Marine Life Conservation 

District, Lāna‘i 

Chapter 31 
 
§13-31-1 Definitions 

§13-31-2 Boundaries 

§13-31-3 Prohibited activities 
§13-31-4 Allowed activities 

§13-31-5 Exceptions; permits 

§13-31-6 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Molokini Shoal 

Marine Life Conservation 

District, Maui. 

Chapter 32 
 
§13-32-1 Boundaries 

§13-32-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-32-3 Permitted activities 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Honolua-

Mokulē‘ia Bay Marine Life 

Conservation District, Maui. 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2022/bills/HB1653_.HTM
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act67.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch28.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch29.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch30.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch31.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch32.pdf
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§13-32-4 Exceptions; permits 

§13-32-5 Penalty 
 

Chapter 33 
 
§13-33-1 Boundaries 
§13-33-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-33-3 Permitted activities 

§13-33-4 Exceptions; permits 

§13-33-5 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Lapakahi Marine 

Life Conservation District, 

Hawai‘i. 

Chapter 34 
 
§13-34-1 Boundaries 

§13-34-1.1 Definitions 
§13-34-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-34-3 Permitted activities 

§13-34-4 Exceptions; permits 

§13-34-5 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Pūpūkea Marine 

Life Conservation District, 

O‘ahu. 

Chapter 35 
 
§13-35-1 Boundaries 

§13-35-2 Prohibited activities 
§13-35-3 Permitted activities 

§13-35-4 Exceptions; permits 

§13-35-5 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Wailea Bay 

Marine Life Conservation 

District, Hawai‘i. 

Chapter 36 
 
§13-36-1 Boundaries 

§13-36-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-36-3 Exceptions; permits 
§13-36-4 Penalty 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Waikīkī Marine 

Life Conservation District, 

O‘ahu. 

Chapter 37 
 
§13-37-1 Boundaries 

§13-37-2 Prohibited activities 

§13-37-3 Permitted activities 

§13-37-4 Exceptions; permits 
§13-37-5 Penalties 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Old Kona Airport 

Marine Life Conservation 

District, Hawai‘i. 

Chapter 38 
 
§13-38-1 Statements of intentions 

§13-38-2 Definitions 

§13-38-3 Prohibited activities 

§13-38-4 Exceptions; permits 

§13-38-5 Penalties 

Relating to prohibited 

activities in Wai‘ōpae 

Tidepools Marine Life 

Conservation District, 

Hawai‘i. 

Chapter 86.1 
 
§ 13-86.1-1 Definitions 
§ 13-86.1-2 Commercial consumption 

fishery; prohibition 

§ 13-86.1-3 Commercial aquarium fishery; 

season; closure; restrictions 

§ 13-86.1-4 Non-commercial fishery; daily 
bag limits 

§ 13-86.1-5 Licenses, permits, and other 

exemptions 

Prohibitions relating to sea 

cucumbers. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 190-3. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-86.1-6 provides that “Any 

person violating 

any provision of this chapter 

shall be subject to: 

 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch33.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch34.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch35.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch36.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch37.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2014/05/ch38.pdf
https://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dar/files/2016/01/ch86.1.pdf
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§ 13-86.1-6 Penalty 

 

 

(1) Administrative penalties 

as provided by 

section 187A-12.5, HRS; 

 

(2) Criminal penalties as 

provided by section 

190-5, HRS; and 

 

(3) Any other penalty as 

provided by law.” 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 190D – Ocean and Submerged Lands Leasing 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 190D or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Establishes procedures for the leasing of state marine waters and to guarantee property rights 

and protection for any activities approved under these procedures. 

● Penalty provision:  H.R.S. § 190D-34 allows for up to $10,000 fine for violating a 

submerged lands lease or conducting mariculture or ocean thermal energy conversion 

without a permit. 

● Criminal liability provision:  H.R.S. § 190D-36 establishes criminal liability for 

negligently or willfully damaging, disturbing, or interfering with a mariculture or ocean 

thermal energy conversion activity that has been approved by the board or for unlawfully 

possessing property belonging to the lessee without permission in the leased area. 

 

There are no corresponding Hawaii Administrative Rules to this chapter. 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 195 – Natural Area Reserves System 
 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 195 or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Provides for establishment and management of the State natural area reserves system. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 195-8(a) 

o Offense level: misdemeanor 

o fine not less than $1,000, not more than one year imprisonment, or both. 

● H.R.S. § 195-8(b) authorizes administrative penalties: 

o First violation up to $2,500 

o Second violation up to $5,000 

o Third and subsequent violations within five years of the first two up to $10,000 

● H.R.S. § 195-8(c) permits the State to pursue criminal action for administrative fines and 

costs for violations of this chapter or rules adopted thereunder. 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0190D/
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0195/
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Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 48 (2017) granted an exemption to the Department of 

Transportation and its contractors from the requirements of this chapter “to the extent 

necessary to expedite” particular projects. 

 

Division of Forestry and Wildlife 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision 

Chapter 209 
 
§13-209-1 Purpose and applicability 
§13-209-2 Definitions 

§13-209-3 Permitted activities 

§13-209-4 Prohibited activities 

§13-209-4.5 Closing of areas 

§13-209-4.6 Visiting hours 
§13-209-5 Special-use permits 

§13-209-5.5 Applications for special-use 

permits 

§13-209-6 Penalty  

Provides regulations of 

activity within natural area 

reserves.  Includes permitted 

and prohibited activities in 

natural area reserves. 

Authority:  H.R.S. Chapter 

195. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-209-6 provides that any 

person who violates this 

chapter shall be penalized as 

provided in H.R.S. § 195-8. 

 

H.R.S. § 195-8 

 

Criminal Penalty:  H.R.S. § 

195-8(a) provides that 

violation of this chapter is a 

misdemeanor.  Fine of not 

less than $1,000, not more 

than one year imprisonment, 

or both, for each offense. 

 

Administrative Penalty:  

H.R.S. § 195-8(b)In addition, 

the Board may also fine 

violators up to $2,500 for first 

violation, up to $5,000 for 

second violation within five 

years of a prior violation, and 

up to $10,000 for third and 

subsequent violations within 

five years of the first two. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act48.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/SumaryHAR13.209.pdf
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H.R.S. Ch. 195D – Conservation of Aquatic Life, Wildlife, and Land Plants 
 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 195D or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Relating to the perpetuation of indigenous aquatic life, wildlife, and land plants, and their 

habitats for human enjoyment, for scientific purposes, and as members of ecosystems. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 195D-9 

o Offense level: misdemeanor 

o First offense: fine not less than $250, not more than one year imprisonment, or both 

o Second or subsequent offense: fine not less than $250, not more than one year 

imprisonment, or both 

o In addition, $5,000 per specimen of threatened species and $10,000 per specimen of 

endangered species intentionally, knowingly, or recklessly killed or removed from its 

original growing location. 

o Criminal action does not preclude the State from pursuing civil legal action. 

o o   Fines should be directed to be deposited into the Wildlife Revolving Fund under 

HRS 183D-10.5. 

● H.R.S. § 195D-8 allows for search and seizure. 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 48 (2017) granted an exemption to the Department of 

Transportation and its contractors from the requirements of this chapter “to the extent 

necessary to expedite” particular projects. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 257 (2016) changed the location of the committee from the 

University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa College of Natural Sciences. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 93 (2019) amended H.R.S. § 195D-31 to remove the word 

“commercial” from the fees and assessments charged by the department for the use of public 

lands and waters that contribute to the Endangered Species Trust Fund. 

 

Division of Forestry and Wildlife 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Penalty Provision 

Chapter 107 

 

Exhibit: Threatened and 

Endangered Plants of 

Hawaiʻi 

 
§13-107-1 Purpose 

§13-107-2 Definitions 

§13-107-3 Prohibited activities 

§13-107-4 Licenses 

§13-107-5 Transfer of plants by 

licensees 
§13-107-6 Commercial-use plant species 

§13-107-7 Compliance with laws 

Provides regulations for the 

conservation, protection, and 

enhancement of native 

endangered and threatened 

plant species. 

Authority:  H.R.S. Chapter 

195D. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-107-8 provides that 

violations of this chapter shall 

be penalized as provided by 

law.   

 

H.R.S. § 195D-9 

 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0195D/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act48.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2016/SLH2016_Act257.pdf
https://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/Chap107s.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/pubs/TEplant.html
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/pubs/TEplant.html
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/pubs/TEplant.html
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/pubs/TEplant.html
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/pubs/TEplant.html
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§13-107-8 Penalty 

§13-107-9 Exemption 
Criminal Penalty:  H.R.S. § 

195D-9(a)-(b) provides that it 

is a misdemeanor to violate 

this chapter.  Violators shall 

be fined not less than $250 

for first offense, or not more 

than one year imprisonment, 

or both. Violators shall be 

fined not less than $500 for 

second or subsequent offenses 

within five years, or not more 

than one year imprisonment, 

or both.  In addition, the 

Board shall levy a $5,000 fine 

for each threatened species 

intentionally, knowingly, or 

recklessly taken and $10,000 

for each endangered species 

fine for each threatened 

species intentionally, 

knowingly, or recklessly 

taken. 

 

Administrative Penalty:  

H.R.S. § 195D-9(d) provides 

that the board may also levy 

administrative fees.   

 

H.R.S. § 195D-8 allows 

search and seizure by 

department for violations of 

this chapter. 

Chapter 124 

 

Exhibits:  List of Species of 

Indigenous Wildlife in 

Hawaiʻi; List of Species of 

Endangered Wildlife in 

Hawaiʻi; List of Species of 

Threatened Wildlife in 

Hawaiʻi; Introduced Wild 

Birds Other than Game 

Birds Which Have 

Become Established in the 

Wild; and List of Species of 

Provides regulations for the 

conservation, management, 

protection, and enhancement 

of indigenous wildlife 

including indigenous 

endangered and threatened 

wildlife.  Also regulates 

introduced wild birds. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 183D-

3, 183D-5, 183D-10.5, 183D-

12, 199-7, 712A-4, and 712A-

6. 

Penalty Provisions: 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-8 

 

Criminal Penalty:  H.A.R. § 

13-124-8(a) provides that 

violation of this subchapter 

(prohibitions in H.A.R. § 13-

124-3) is a petty 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
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Injurious Wildlife in 

Hawaiʻi. 
 
§13-124-1 Purpose 

§13-124-2 Definitions 

§13-124-2.1 Revocation of permits §13-124-

2.2 Compliance with laws §13-124-2.3 
Exemption 

§13-124-2.4 Severability 

§13-124-3 Prohibited activities §13-124-4 

Scientific, propagation, and educational 

permits 
§13-124-5 Repealed 

§13-124-6 Permits for keeping indigenous 

wildlife, introduced wild birds, game birds, 

and game mammals 

§13-124-7 Crop damage, nuisance, and 
threat to human health and safety permits 

§13-124-8 Penalty 

§13-124-11 Prohibited activities §13-124-12 

Scientific, propagation, and educational 

permits 
§13-124-13 Penalty 

misdemeanor.  For first 

conviction, mandatory fine of 

not less than $100, not more 

than thirty days 

imprisonment, or both.  For 

second conviction within five 

years of a prior violation, 

mandatory fine of not less 

than $500, not more than 

thirty days imprisonment, or 

both, and all firearms used in 

the commission of such 

violations shall be forfeited.  

For third or subsequent 

conviction in five years of the 

first two, mandatory fine of 

not less than $1,000, not more 

than thirty days 

imprisonment, or both, and all 

firearms used in the 

commission of such 

violations shall be forfeited. 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-8(b) 

provides that in addition, a 

mandatory fine of $100 shall 

be levied for each bird 

illegally taken and $500 for 

each mammal illegally taken. 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-8(d) 

provides that the Board may 

also collect administrative 

fines.  Up to $10,000 for first 

violation, up to $15,000 for 

second violation within five 

years of a prior violation, and 

up to $25,000 for third 

violation within five years of 

the first two. 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-8(e) 

provides that in addition, an 

administrative fine of $5,000 

http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
http://dlnr.hawaii.gov/dofaw/files/2013/09/Chap124a-Ex.pdf
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may be levied for each 

specimen of wildlife taken. 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-8(f) any 

criminal action against 

violator shall not preclude 

State from pursuing civil 

legal action to recover 

administrative fines and costs. 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-8(g) 

authorizes the department to 

seize instruments used to 

violate this subchapter. 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-13 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-13(a) 

provides that violation of this 

subchapter (prohibitions in 

H.A.R. § 13-124-11) is a 

misdemeanor.  For first 

offense, a fine of not less than 

$250 dollars or imprisonment 

of not more than one year, or 

both.  For second or 

subsequent offenses within 

five years of a prior violation, 

fine of not less than $500 or 

imprisonment of not more 

than one year, or both. 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-13(d) 

provides that the Board may 

also collect administrative 

fines.  Up to $2,500 for first 

violation, up to $5,000 for 

second violation within five 

years of a prior violation, and 

up to $10,000 for third 

violation within five years of 

the first two. 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-13(e) 

provides that in addition, an 
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administrative fine of $5,000 

may be levied for each 

specimen of wildlife taken. 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-13(f) any 

criminal action against 

violator shall not preclude 

State from pursuing civil 

legal action to recover 

administrative fines and costs. 

 

H.A.R. § 13-124-13(g) 

authorizes the department to 

seize instruments used to 

violate this subchapter. 

Chapter 126 
 

§13-126-1 Purpose 

§13-126-2 Definitions 
§13-126-3 Designation of wildlife 

sanctuaries 

§13-126-4 Prohibited entry 

§13-126-5 Restricted entry 

§13-126-6 Closing of areas 
§13-126-7 Visiting hours 

§13-126-8 Posted signs 

§13-126-9 Permits 

§13-126-10 Application for permits 
§13-126-11 Penalties 

§13-126-20 Unattended and abandoned 

property 

§13-126-21 Agricultural use of premises 

§13-126-22 Aircraft 
§13-126-23 Animals and plants 

§13-126-24 Archaeological and historical 

features 

§13-126-25 Boating 

§13-126-26 Camping 
§13-126-27 Communication equipment 

§13-126-28 Disorderly conduct 

§13-126-29 Explosives 

§13-126-30 False Report 

§13-126-31 Firearms and other weapons 
§13-126-32 Fires 

§13-126-33 Fishing 

§13-126-34 Geological features 

§13-126-35 Hunting 

§13-126-36 Intoxication; drug incapacitation 
§13-126-37 Memorials and markers 

§13-126-38 Modelcraft operation 

§13-126-39 Portable engines and motors 

§13-126-40 Public property and resources 

§13-126-41 Report of injury or damage 
§13-126-42 Residence prohibited 

§13-126-43 Sanitation and litter 

§13-126-44 Swimming; nudity 

§13-126-45 Vehicle operation 

§13-126-50 Commercial activity 
§13-126-51 Commercial permit criteria 

Provides regulations for the 

management of wildlife 

sanctuaries to conserve, 

manage, and protect 

indigenous wildlife and 

habitat.  Provides prohibitions 

related to entry and activity in 

wildlife sanctuaries. 

Authority:  H.R.S. §§ 183D-

2, 183D-3, 183D-61, 195D-1, 

195D-3, 195D-4, and 195D-5, 

and 195D-6. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-126-11 provides that “The 

penalties for violating any of 

the provisions of chapter 13-

126 are as provided in Hawaii 

Revised Statutes sections 

183D-5, 183D-12, 195D-8, 

195D-9, and 195D-27.” 

 

Provides offense dependent 

penalty provisions. 

 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/Chap126.pdf
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§13-126-52 Advertisements 

§13-126-53 Commercial filming, 
photography, and 

videotaping 

§13-126-54 Commercial permit suspension 

and termination 

§13-126-55 Fees 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 195F – Forest Stewardship 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 195F or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Relating to the establishment of a program to financially assist landowners in managing, 

protecting, and restoring important natural resources in Hawaiʻi’s forested and formerly 

forested lands. 

● H.R.S. § 195F-7 gives Board authority to adopt penalty payback provision to be applied in 

the event that a landowner terminates any approved practice required under the management 

plan, and agreed to by board and landowner. 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 84 (2015), amended H.R.S. § 195F-4 to prevent special fund 

funds from being used to administer and manage the forest reserve system. 

 

There are no corresponding Hawaii Administrative Rules to this chapter. 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 197 – General Provisions Relating to Aquatic Resources and Wildlife 

 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 197 or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Relating to the Animal Species Advisory Committee, Aquatic Life and Wildlife Advisory 

Committees, and prohibiting, generally, the introduction of aquatic invasive species. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 197-5 

o Offense level: petty misdemeanor 

 

There are no corresponding Hawaii Administrative Rules to this chapter. 

 

H.R.S. Ch. 198D – Hawaiʻi Statewide Trail and Access System 
 

Full text available online at H.R.S. Chapter 198D or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Relating to the establishment of a statewide trail and access system known as Na Ala Hele. 

● Criminal Penalty Provision: H.R.S. § 198D-13 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0195F/
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2015/SLH2015_Act84.pdf
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0197/
http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0198D/
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o Offense level: petty misdemeanor 

o First offense: fine not less than $100 in addition to any other penalties 

o Second offense: fine not less than $200 in addition to any other penalties 

o Third or subsequent offense: fine not less than $500 in addition to any other penalties 

o Criminal action does not preclude the State from pursuing civil legal action 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 48 (2017) granted an exemption to the Department of 

Transportation and its contractors from the requirements of this chapter “to the extent 

necessary to expedite” particular projects. 

 

Division of Forestry and Wildlife 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Penalty Provision 

Chapter 130 
§13-130-1 Purpose 

§13-130-2 Definitions 
§13-130-3 Severability 

§13-130-4 Advisory councils 

§13-130-5 Appointment and selection of 

advisory council members  

§13-130-6 Advisory council terms  
§13-130-7 Ex officio members  

§13-130-8 Meetings  

§13-130-9 Quorum  

§13-130-10 Council actions  
§13-130-11 Minutes  

§13-130-12 General purpose and scope  

§13-130-13 Program trail and access 

designation  

§13-130-14 Commercial activity designation 
§13-130-15 Classification of program trails 

and accesses 

§13-130-16 Scope and applicability  

§13-130-17 Conflicting rules  

§13-130-18 Obstruction of trails and 
accesses 13-130-19 Trail and access activity 

restrictions 

§13-130-20 Protection of public property and 

resources  

§13-130-21 Litter and sanitation  
§13-130-22 Report of injury or damage  

§13-130-23 Camping restrictions  

§13-130-24 Fire use restrictions  

§13-130-25 Hunting and fishing  

§13-130-26 Firearms or other weapons  
§13-130-27 Swimming and bathing  

§13-130-28 Vehicles and transportation  

§13-130-29 Conflicts between transportation 

modes  

§13-130-30 Animals  
§13-130-31 Audio devices and noise  

§13-130-32 Explosives  

§13-130-33 Disorderly conduct 

§13-130-34 Compliance with laws  

§13-130-35 Commercial activity  
§13-130-36 Trail and access activity permits 

§13-130-37 General permit provisions 

§13-130-38 Permit applications  

§13-130-39 Permit denial  

Provides guidance and 

regulations for the 

management and use of the 

Na Ala Hele trail and access 

system. 

Authority:  H.R.S. § 198D-6. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-130-49 provides that 

violators of this chapter shall 

be punished as provided in 

H.R.S. Chapter 198D. 

 

Administrative Penalty:  

H.R.S. § 198D-12 provides 

that violators may be fined up 

to $2,500 for first violation, 

up to $5,000 for second 

violation within five years, 

and up to $10,000 for third 

and subsequent violations 

within five years.  Criminal 

action does not preclude the 

State from pursuing civil 

action to recover fines and 

costs from violators.  

 

Criminal Penalty:  H.R.S. § 

198D-13 provides that 

violation of this chapter is a 

petty misdemeanor. Violators 

of this chapter shall be fined 

not less than $100 for first 

offense, not less than $200 for 

second offense, and not less 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act48.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dofaw/rules/Chap130.pdf
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§13-130-40 Permit procedures  

§13-130-41 Permit cancellation, revocation, 
or termination  

§13-130-42 Permit fee  

§13-130-43 Commercial trail and access 

activity permits  

§13-130-44 General commercial activity 
permit provisions  

§13-130-45 Commercial activity permit 

applications  

§13-130-46 Commercial activity permit 

procedures  
§13-130-47 Commercial activity permit 

cancellation, revocation, or termination  

§13-130-48 Commercial activity permit fees  

§13-130-49 Penalties 

than $500 for third or 

subsequent offense.   

 

Fines specified in this section 

shall not be suspended or 

waived. 

 

Criminal action does not 

preclude the State from 

pursuing civil action to 

recover fines and costs from 

violators.  

 

H.R.S. Ch. 200 – Ocean Recreation and Coastal Areas Programs 

 

Full text available at H.R.S. Chapter 200 or in Appendix A. 

 

Key Provisions 

● Provides general provisions for ocean and coastal recreation including state boating facilities 

and boating law.  Also establishes rulemaking authority for under this chapter. 

● Criminal Penalty Provisions: H.R.S. § 200-14 

o H.R.S. § 200-14(a) 

▪ “Except as provided in subsection (b), any person who violates any rule 

adopted by the department under this part or who violates this part, shall be 

fined not more than $1,000 or less than $50 for each violation, and any vessel, 

the agents, owner, or crew of which violate the rules of the department or this 

part, shall be fined not more than $1,000 or less than $50 for each violation; 

provided that in addition to or as a condition to the suspension of the fines and 

penalties, the Environmental Court may deprive the offender of the privilege 

of operating or mooring any vessel in state waters for a period of not more 

than thirty days.” 

o H.R.S. § 200-14(b) relates to violations of vehicular parking or traffic movement 

▪ Offense level: traffic infraction 

▪ First violation: fine not more than $100 

▪ Second violation: fine not more than $200 

▪ Third or subsequent violation: fine not more than $500 

o H.R.S. § 200-14(c) 

▪ “Notwithstanding the provisions of subsection (a) establishing a fine of not 

more than $1,000 or less than $50 for each violation, any person who violates 

any rule adopted by the department relating to unauthorized discharge, 

dumping, or abandoning, in any state boating facility or state waters, of any 

petroleum product, hazardous material, or sewage in violation of the State 

water quality standards established by the department of health, shall be fined 

not more than $10,000 for each day of violation, and any vessel, the agents, 

http://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/hrscurrent/Vol03_Ch0121-0200D/HRS0200/
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owner, or crew of which violate the rules of the department shall be fined not 

more than $10,000 for each day of violation.” 

● Administrative Penalty Provision:  H.R.S. § 200-14.5 

o H.R.S. § 200-14.5(b) provides that for violations involving pollution of waters of the 

State, fine of not more than $10,000 for first violation, fine of not more than $15,000 

for second violation within five years, and fine of not more than $25,000 for third or 

subsequent violations within five years. 

o H.R.S. § 200-14.5(c) provides that for all other violations, a fine of not more than 

$5,000 for first violation, fine of not more than $10,000 for second violation within 

five years of a previous violation, and fine of not more than $15,000 for third or 

subsequent violations within five years of the first two. 

● H.R.S. § 200-25 relates to violation of boating law and rules adopted thereunder 

o Offense level: petty misdemeanor 

o Fine not less than $50 and not more than $1,000 or not more than thirty days 

imprisonment or both 

● H.R.S. § 200-62 applies to trespassing on a vessel of another in state waters 

o Offense level: misdemeanor 

● H.R.S. § 200-74 applies to violations laws and rule regulating vessel identification numbers 

o Offense level: misdemeanor 

 

Amendments since 2015 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 156 (2018), added two new sections to Chapter 200 that 

give the department authority to adopt rules regarding spectator vessels to marine events 

such as surf contests and canoe regattas. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 154 (2017) amended H.R.S. § 200-47.5 regarding the 

procedures for removal and costs associated with grounded vessels. 

● Session Laws of Hawaiʻi Act 94 (2019) added a new section to this chapter, H.R.S. § 

200-13.5 related to vessel insurance. 

 

Division of Boating and Ocean Recreation 

 

Hawaii Administrative 

Rules Title 13 

Description Authority and Penalty 

Provision(s) 

Chapter 230 
 

§13-230-1 Purpose and scope 

§13-230-2 Interpretation 

§13-230-3 Severability 

§13-230-4 Penalties and prosecution 
§13-230-5 Judicial review 

§13-230-6 Notice 

§13-230-7 Tampering with, defacing or 

removing notices 

§13-230-8 Definitions 
§13-230-20 Purpose 

§13-230-21 Definitions 

§13-230-22 Twelve-month rule 

§13-230-23 Indications of residence 

§13-230-24 Rules of construction 
§13-230-25 Particular categories 

General provisions for state 

small boat harbors. 

Authority:  H.R.S. Chapter 

200. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-230-4 

 

Criminal Penalty:  H.A.R. § 

13-230-4(a) provides that 

violators of this chapter shall 

be punished in accordance 

with H.R.S. § 200-14. 

https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2018/SLH2018_Act156.pdf
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/slh/Years/SLH2017/SLH2017_Act154.pdf
http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dobor/rules/amend/Amend-13-230.pdf
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§13-230-26 Determination of residence 

procedure 
§13-230-27 Permittee required to report 

change of residence 

§13-230-28 Appeals 

§13-230-29 Misrepresentation 

 

H.R.S. § 200-14: 

 

H.R.S. § 200-14(a) 

Fine not less than $50 or 

more than $1,000 for each 

rule violation.  Environmental 

Courts may deprive of 

operation or mooring any 

vessel in state waters for not 

more than thirty days. 

 

H.R.S. § 200-14(b) Violation 

of rules regulating vehicular 

parking or traffic movement 

constitutes traffic 

infraction.  Fine of not more 

than $100 for first offense, 

not more than $200 for 

second offense, and not more 

than $500 for third or 

subsequent offenses. 

 

Administrative Penalty:  

H.A.R. § 13-230-4(b) 

provides that the board is also 

authorized to collect 

administrative fines in 

accordance with H.R.S. § 

200-14.5. 

 

H.R.S. § 200-14.5(b) 

For violations involving 

pollution of waters of the 

State:  Fine of not more than 

$10,000 for first violation, 

fine of not more than $15,000 

for second violation within 

five years of a prior violation, 

and fine of not more than 

$25,000 for third or 

subsequent violations within 

five years of the first two. 

 

Chapter 231 
 

§13-231-1 General statement and restrictions 
on mooring dormant vessels 

§13-231-2 Agreement for the use of small 

boat harbor property, facilities, and offshore 

mooring areas 

§13-231-3 Use permits; issuance 
§13-231-4 Use permits; part-time or 

intermittent occupancy 

§13-231-5 Period of validity and renewal of 

various types of use permits 

§13-231-6 Revocation of use permit 
§13-231-7 Assignment and reassignment of 

moorings and vessel storage space 

§13-231-8 Inspections 

§13-231-9 Cancellation of use permit 

§13-231-10 Removal and custody of a vessel 
or contrivance 

§13-231-11 Absence of vessel for more than 

fourteen 

days; effect on permits 

§13-231-12 Discontinuance of services 
§13-231-13 Joint and several liability; non 

transferability of use permits 

§13-231-14 Sale of abandoned vessels or to 

collect delinquent fees 
§13-231-15 Boat owner required to report 

change of ownership, address, and other 

changes 

§13-231-16 Numbers or other vessel 

identification 
§13-231-17 Mooring prohibited except at 

assigned locations 

§13-231-18 Vessel reconstruction 

§13-231-19 Salvage 

§13-231-20 Houseboats prohibited 
§13-231-21 Restrictions on mooring vessels 

utilized for living aboard at small boat 

harbors other than Ala Wai and Keehi small 

boat harbors 

§13-231-22 Staying aboard transient or 
visiting vessels 

§13-231-23 Interim use of berth during 

temporary absence of regular permittee’s 

vessel 

§13-231-24 Interim use of berth pending 
occupancy by regular permittee 

§13-231-25 Exchange of berths 

§13-231-26 Use of a vessel as a place of 

principal habitation 

§13-231-27 Allocation of principal 
habitation permits 

§13-231-28 Staying aboard vessels moored 

at Ala Wai or Keehi small boat harbor 

§13-231-29 Vessel used as a vacation site 

§13-231-30 Restrictions on multiple permits 
§13-231-31 Administrative hearing 

§13-231-32 Rules of evidence; official notice 

§13-231-40 General statement 

Numerous regulations 

relating to use of small boat 

harbors, boat operation, 

commercial activities, and 

allocation of berths and 

offshore mooring sites. 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dobor/rules/compiled/HAR231-Compiled.pdf
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§13-231-41 Navigation or mooring vessels in 

small boat harbor 
§13-231-42 Interference with navigation 

§13-231-43 Pilotage 

§13-231-44 Vessel loading zone 

§13-231-45 Vessel inspections 

§13-231-46 Vessel limitations 
§13-231-50 General statement 

§13-231-51 Business activities 

§13-231-52 Solicitations and advertisements 

§13-231-53 Signs 

§13-231-54 Commercial vessel; definition 
§13-231-55 Berthing commercial vessels at 

Ala Wai and Keehi small boat harbors. 

§13-231-56 Definitions, gross receipts 

§13-231-57 Berthing or using commercial 

vessels in state small boat harbors 
§13-231-58 Limitations on the number of 

commercial use permits and catamaran 

registration certificates for vessels assigned 

permanent moorings 

§13-231-59 Limitations on commercial use 
permits for vessels moored elsewhere 

§13-231-60 Allocation of commercial use 

permits for vessels and catamaran 

registration certificates 

§13-231-61 Reissuance of commercial use 
permits and catamaran registration 

certificates 

§13-231-62 Transferability of commercial 

use permits and catamaran registration 

certificates 
§13-231-63 Retention of berth upon 

termination of commercial use permit or 

catamaran registration certificate 

§13-231-64 Fees and charges 
§13-231-65 Insurance requirements 

§13-231-66 Limitation on number of berths 

held by a commercial permittee 

§13-231-67 Limitations on commercial use 

permits issued for the use of state boat 
launching ramps 

§13-231-68 Signs and other structures at a 

state small boat harbor 

§13-231-69 Multiple use of mooring 

facilities by commercial vessels 
§13-231-70 Water taxi operations 

§13-231-76 Repealed 

§13-231-77 Ala Wai canal 

§13-231-80 General 

§13-231-81 Application for a berth; seniority 
of application; period of validity; renewal 

of application 

§13-231-82 Review, acceptance, or rejection 

of applications 

§13-231-83 Applicant required to furnish 
address and report changes; effect of failure 

to report changes 

§13-231-84 Withdrawal of application; effect 

if application has become void, expires, or 

has been withdrawn 
§13-231-85 Priority and procedures in 

allocation of berths 

§13-231-85.5 Allocation of offshore mooring 

permits 

§13-231-86 Categories of berths; priority of 
allocation 

H.R.S. § 200-14.5(c) 

provides that for all other 

violations, a fine of not more 

than $5,000 for first violation, 

fine of not more than $10,000 

for second violation within 

five years of a prior violation, 

and fine of not more than 

$15,000 for third or 

subsequent violations within 

five years of the first two. 

   

 

Each day or instance of 

violation constitutes a 

separate offense. 

 

Criminal action against a 

violator does not preclude the 

State from pursuing civil 

action to recover penalties. 
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§13-231-87 Notice to owner of available 

berth or offshore mooring 
§13-231-88 Offer of regular mooring permit 

valid only fourteen days; written notice of 

intention; acceptance 

§13-231-89 Offer of temporary mooring 

permit valid only seven days; notification of 
intention; acceptance 

Chapter 232 
 

§13-232-1 General statement; department of 

health 

§13-232-2 Standard 

§13-232-3 Garbage and other offensive 
matter 

§13-232-4 Flies 

§13-232-5 Rodents 

§13-232-6 Littering land areas - prohibited 

§13-232-7 Littering or polluting water - 
prohibited 

§13-232-8 Marine toilets - restrictions 

§13-232-9 Permits required - waste outlets 

§13-232-10 Backflow prevention device 

required on connections to water line - use of 
water operated dewatering device 

prohibited 

§13-232-20 General statement 

§13-232-21 Standard 

§13-232-22 Appliances and electrical wiring 
§13-232-23 Fire extinguishing equipment 

§13-232-24 Fueling 

§13-232-25 Smoking 

§13-232-26 Dumping of combustibles 
§13-232-27 Emergency exits 

§13-232-28 Open fires 

§13-232-29 Lifesaving equipment required 

§13-232-30 Fire signal for vessels in a small 

boat harbor 
§13-232-31 Welding, burning and other hot 

work; permits 

§13-232-40 Standards 

§13-232-41 Storage 

§13-232-42 Special areas 
§13-232-43 Construction of structures 

§13-232-44 Gear lockers 

§13-232-50 General statement 

§13-232-51 Smoking 

§13-232-52 Restricted areas 
§13-232-53 Lost, abandoned, or mislaid 

articles 

§13-232-54 Swimming 

§13-232-55 Fishing 

§13-232-56 Tampering with or damaging a 
vessel or state property 

§13-232-57 Dogs, cats or other domestic pets 

§13-232-58 Sleeping or camping prohibited 

§13-232-59 Assumption of risk 

§13-232-60 Serving, sale, and consumption 
of liquor in state small boat harbors and boat 

launching facilities 

Regulates sanitation, fire 

safety, and public conduct at 

small boat harbors. 

Chapter 233 
 

§13-233-1 General statement; traffic code 

and county ordinances 

Regulates motor vehicle 

operation and parking in 

small boat harbors. 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dobor/rules/compiled/HAR232-Compiled.pdf
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§13-233-2 Licensing and safety inspection 

§13-233-3 Operation of motor vehicles 
§13-233-4 Traffic controls 

§13-233-5 Speed restrictions 

§13-233-6 Parking 

§13-233-7 Public parking 

§13-233-8 Removal of vehicles 
§13-233-9 Application 

§13-233-10 Parking in construction areas 

and on special occasion 

§13-233-13 Operation, parking, or storage of 

bicycles or play vehicles 
§13-233-20 Establishment of paid parking 

zones 

§13-233-26 Charges for parking 

§13-233-27 Charges for enclosure or 

obstruction of 
parking meter stalls, incidental to 

construction, etc. 

§13-233-28 Harbor tenants - parking permits 

§13-233-29 Eligibility for parking permits; 

fee per vehicle 
§13-233-30 Replacement of mutilated 

stickers 

§13-233-31 Transfer of permits 

§13-233-32 Cancellation of permits 

§13-233-33 Revocation of parking permits 
§13-233-34 Violations and penalties 

§13-233-44 Violations and penalties 

 

Chapter 234 
 

§13-234-1 General statement 

§13-234-2 Payment, delinquency and liens 

§13-234-3 Mooring rates 
§13-234-4 Mooring rates for offshore 

mooring and anchoring 

§13-234-5 Mooring fees for vessels assigned 

temporary moorings or occupying moorings 

without permission 
§13-234-6 Fees for vessel absent for more 

than fourteen days 

§13-234-7 Mooring fee for vessels owned by 

nonresident §13-234-8 Stay aboard or 

principal habitation fee 
§13-234-9 Stay-aboard or principal 

habitation fee for offshore mooring or 

anchoring 

§13-234-10 Electricity fee 

§13-234-11 Shower fee 
§13-234-12 Dry storage 

§13-234-13 Gear locker fee 

§13-234-14 Mooring fees - facilities 

constructed by others 

§13-234-15 Waiver of fees 
§13-234-16 Permit processing fees 

§13-234-17 Fees for vessels moored at yacht 

club berths and other areas covered by 

specific agreements 

§13-234-18 Excessive water usage fee 
§13-234-19 Parking fees - reserved stall 

§13-234-20 Salvage fee 

§13-234-21 Principal habitation application 

fee 

§13-234-22 Exemption from fee differential 
§13-234-23 Application fee for moorage 

Provides regulations for small 

boat harbor use fees, mooring 

fees, and principal habitation 

aboard a vessel in small boat 

harbor or offshore mooring 

site fees. 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dobor/rules/compiled/HAR234-Compiled.pdf
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§13-234-24 Fee for residency status appeal; 

refund if status determination reversed 
§13-234-25 Fees for commercial vessels 

using state 

boating facilities, Kaneohe Bay ocean 

waters, and beaches of the State 

§13-234-26 Passenger fees 
§13-234-27 Fees for copies of rules 

§13-234-28 Negotiable instruments; service 

charge 

§13-234-29 Marine inspection fee 

§13-234-30 Application fee for approved 
marine surveyor 

§13-234-31 Fees for commercial use of boat 

launching ramps and other boating facilities 

§13-234-32 Small boat harbor facility - key 

deposits 
§13-234-33 Business transfer fee 

§13-234-34 User Fee for recreational use of 

state boat launching ramps 

§13-234-35 Fees for signs and ticket booths 

 

Chapter 235 
 

§13-235-1 Purpose and scope 

§13-235-2 Interpretation 
§13-235-3 Mooring permit required 

§13-235-4 Fees 

§13-235-5 Owner required to report change 

in ownership, address and other changes 

§13-235-6 Mooring application denied on 
basis of environmental impact on State's 

aquatic resources 

§13-235-7 Revocation 

§13-235-8 Mooring hardware, maintenance 
and inspection 

§13-235-9 Restrictions on anchoring or 

mooring outside of a state offshore mooring 

area 

§13-235-10 Removal of a vessel or 
contrivance 

§13-235-11 Multiple mooring or rafting 

§13-235-12 Exchange of moorings 

§13-235-13 Fresh water 

§13-235-14 Sanitation 
§13-235-15 Mooring of rafts and platforms 

§13-235-16 Tenders or dinghies 

§13-235-17 Inspections 

§13-235-18 Safety and enforcement 

§13-235-19 Standards 
§13-235-31 Keʻehi Lagoon mooring area 

§13-235-32 Keʻehi Lagoon anchorage area 

§13-235-33 Kapua Channel mooring area 

§13-235-34 Maunalua Bay mooring area 

§13-235-35 Kaneohe mooring areas “A”, 
“B”, “C” and “D” 

§13-235-63 Kaunakakai Harbor mooring 

zone 

§13-235-64 Kaumalapau Harbor mooring 

zone 
§13-235-65 Kaanapali mooring zones 

§13-235-66 Mala Wharf mooring zone 

§13-235-67 Lahaina mooring zones 

§13-235-68 Kihei mooring zone 

§13-235-69 Liilioholo mooring zone 
§13-235-70 Makena Bay mooring zone 

Regulations for offshore 

mooring areas. 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dobor/rules/compiled/HAR235-Compiled.pdf


94 
 

 

§13-235-71 Hana Bay mooring zone 

Chapter 240 
 

§13-240-1 Purpose and scope 
§13-240-2 Interpretation 

§13-240-3 Severability 

§13-240-5 Definitions 

 

General provisions relating to 

state boating rules. 

Authority:  H.R.S. Chapter 

200. 

 

H.R.S. § 200-25 

“Any person violating this 

part, or any rule adopted 

pursuant to this part, shall be 

fined not less than $50 and 

not more than $1,000 or 

sentenced to a term of 

imprisonment of not more 

than thirty days, or both, for 

each violation; provided that 

in addition to, or as a 

condition to the suspension 

of, the fines and penalties, the 

Environmental Court may 

deprive the offender of the 

privilege of operating any 

vessel, including but not 

limited to any thrill craft or 

vessel engaged in parasailing 

or water sledding, in the 

waters of the State for a 

period of not more than thirty 

days.” 

Chapter 241 
 

§13-241-1 Operation of certain unnumbered 

vessels prohibited 

§13-241-2 Exemption from numbering 
provisions of this chapter 

§13-241-3 Numbering system 

§13-241-4 Number display 

§13-241-5 Application for number; contents; 

requirements 
§13-241-6 Authority to grant or refuse 

applications 

§13-241-7 Certificate of number, contents 

§13-241-8 Certificate of number to be 

carried aboard vessel; description 
§13-241-9 Cancellation of certificate and 

voiding of number 

§13-241-10 Period of validity and renewal of 

certificate of number 

§13-241-11 Owner required to report change 
of address, ownership, loss, destruction or 

abandonment of vessel 

§13-241-12 New owner must secure new 

certificate of number 
§13-241-13 Registration stickers (decals) 

§13-241-14 Stolen or mutilated certificates 

or registration stickers (decals) 

§13-241-15 Falsified, unauthorized, or 

removed identification number 
§13-241-16 Improper use of certificate of 

number 

§13-241-17 Seizure of documents and 

stickers (decals) 

§13-241-18 Numbering of manufacturer’s 
and dealer’s vessels 

§13-241-19 Livery boat number 

§13-241-20 Documented vessel not to be 

numbered 

§13-241-21 Issue of certificate of number by 
department agents 

§13-241-22 Authorization of vessel 

registration agents 

§13-241-23 Public records 

§13-241-24 Transmittal of statistical 
information 

§13-241-25 Fees and charges 

§13-241-26 Negotiable instruments; service 

charge 

 

Relating to vessel numbering 

requirements and violations 

relates to improper 

numbering, falsified 

identification, or stolen or 

mutilated registration stickers. 

Chapter 242 
§13-242-1 Duty to render aid and give 

information 

§13-242-2 Duty upon striking unattended 
vessel or other property 

Relating to boating accidents 

and establishing various 

duties upon such accidents. 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dobor/rules/compiled/HAR240-Compiled.pdf
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§13-242-3 Immediate notice of accident; 

when required 
§13-242-4 Written boating accident report; 

when required 

§13-242-5 Accident reports not public 

records §13-242-6 False reports 

§13-242-7 Boating accident reports; contents 
§13-242-8 Police reports of boating 

accidents 

§13-242-9 Transmittal of statistical 

information 

§13-242-10 Reporting no-resident boating 
accidents 

§13-242-11 Investigation of accidents by 

department 

§13-242-12 Boating accident records; held 

five years §13-242-13 Repealed 
§13-242-14 Enforcement personnel 

§13-242-15 Stopping vessels for inspection 

§13-242-16 Termination of unsafe use 

§13-242-17 Powers of arrest 

§13-242-18 Citation of violation 
§13-242-19 Taking legal custody of the 

vessel or property 

§13-242-20 Attorney general 

§13-242-21 Records of conviction 

§13-242-22 Records furnished to courts 
§13-242-23 Reporting nonresident 

convictions 

Chapter 243 
 

§13-243-1 Equipment required by vessels on 

state waters 
§13-243-2 Marine sanitation devices 

§13-243-3 Liquified petroleum gas 

§13-243-4 Mufflers 

§13-243-5 Recognition of marine 

examination decals 

Relating to required 

equipment for vessel 

operation. 

Chapter 244 
 
§13-244-1 Standard: due care 

§13-244-2 Rules of the road 

§13-244-3 General prudential rule 

§13-244-4 Pamphlet - Navigation Rules 

§13-244-5 The rule of good seamanship 
§13-244-6 Distress signals 

§13-244-7 Careless operation 

§13-244-8 Reckless operation 

§13-244-9 Speed restrictions 

§13-244-10 Persons under the influence of 
intoxicating liquor 

§13-244-11 Persons under the influence of 

drugs §13-244-12 Incapacity of operator 

§13-244-13 Interference with navigation 

§13-244-14 Overloading 
§13-244-15 Overpowering 

§13-244-15.5 Operation of power driven 

vessels 

§13-244-16 Restricted areas 

§13-244-17 Riding on bow or gunwales 
prohibited 

§13-244-18 Waterskiing; dangerous 

practices prohibited; hand signals 

§13-244-19 Authorization required to hold 

regatta, marine parade, boat race or 

Regulations relating to vessel 

operation and rules of the 

road including careless and 

reckless operation, speed 

restrictions, restricted areas, 

and intoxicating. 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dobor/rules/compiled/HAR243-Compiled.pdf
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exhibition 

§13-244-20 Stolen or lost vessels 
§13-244-21 Reporting vessels found 

§13-244-22 Interstate boat compacts; 

reciprocal agreements and courtesy 

§13-244-23 Manufacturer’s or builder’s 

serial number required 
§13-244-24 Report required by boat builders 

and boat manufacturers 

§13-244-25 Report required by boat dealers 

§13-244-26 Boat liveries 

§13-244-27 Department not to approve 
products of manufacturers 

§13-244-28 Waikiki ocean waters restricted 

areas 

§13-244-29 Makapuu ocean waters 

§13-244-30 Kealakekua Bay ocean waters 
§13-244-31 Kailua Beach ocean waters 

§13-244-32 Ahihi-Kinau ocean waters 

§13-244-33 Pokai Bay ocean waters 

§13-244-34 Ala Moana Beach Park ocean 

waters 
§13-244-35 Manele-Hulopoe marine life 

conservation district 

§13-244-36 Kaanapali ocean waters, general 

restrictions 

§13-244-37 Zone A, Zone B, Ingress/Egress 
Zones, and Ingress/Egress Corridors 

§13-244-38 Pipelines in Keehi Lagoon 

§13-244-39 Maunalua Bay ocean waters 

§13-244-40 Vessel operation in proximity of 

humpback whales 

Chapter 245 
 

§13-245-1 Scope 

§13-245-2 Definitions 

§13-245-3 Waterway markers 

§13-245-4 Authority to place markers 
§13-245-5 Maintenance of waterway 

markers 

§13-245-6 Display of waterway markers 

§13-245-7 Specifications for waterway 

markers 
§13-245-8 Other waterway marking devices 

§13-245-9 Divers flag 

§13-245-10 Mooring vessels to buoys or 

beacons prohibited 

§13-245-11 Destruction or defacing of 
markers prohibited 

Relating to the waterway 

marking system, including 

buoys and divers flag for 

vessel operator and ocean 

user safety. 

Chapter 250 
 

§13-250-1 Purpose and scope 

§13-250-2 Interpretation 

§13-250-3 Severability 

§13-250-5 Definitions 

General provisions relating to 

state ocean waters, navigable 

streams, and beaches. 

Chapter 251 

 

Exhibit: Maps of Waikiki 

and Kāʻanapali 
 

§13-251-1 Permits 

Regulations relating to 

commercial operation and 

ocean recreation in the waters 

of Waikiki and Kāʻanapali. 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dobor/rules/compiled/HAR245-Compiled.pdf
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§13-251-2 What persons shall not receive 

permits 
§13-251-3 Special restrictions 

§13-251-4 Learner steersperson permits 

§13-251-5 Application for operator permit 

§13-251-6 Examination of applicants 

§13-251-7 Operator permits issued to 
catamaran captains, canoe captains, canoe 

second captains, surfboard instructors, 

sailboard instructors and commercial 

motorboat operators 

§13-251-8 Operator permit to be carried 
onboard and exhibited on demand 

§13-251-9 Duplicate certificate 

§13-251-10 Expiration of operator permit 

§13-251-11 Records to be kept by the 

department 
§13-251-16 Authority of department to 

revoke operator permit 

§13-251-17 Authority of department to 

suspend operator permit 

§13-251-18 Department may require re-
examination 

§13-251-19 Period of suspension or 

revocation 

§13-251-20 Surrender and return of operator 

permit 
§13-251-26 Unlawful use of operator permit 

§13-251-27 Operating while operator permit 

suspended or revoked 

§13-251-28 Permitting unauthorized person 

to operate catamaran or canoe  
§13-251-33 Use permit 

§13-251-34 Insurance requirements 

§13-251-35 Reissuance of a registration 

certificate and/or commercial use permit 
§13-251-36 Application for a catamaran 

registration certificate and/or commercial use 

permit 

§13-251-37 Grounds for refusing an 

application for a registration certificate 
and/or commercial use permit 

§13-251-38 Registration certificate and/or 

commercial use permit indices 

§13-251-39 Department to issue registration 

certificate and/or commercial use permit 
§13-251-40 Registration certificates and/or 

commercial use permits to be exhibited upon 

demand 

§13-251-41 Identification of catamarans with 

a registration certificate and/or commercial 
use permit 

§13-251-42 Expiration of registration 

certificate and/or commercial use permit 

§13-251-43 Application for renewal of 

registration certificate and/or commercial use 
permit 

§13-251-44 Notice of change of address §13-

251-45 Transfer of registration certificate 

and/or commercial use permit §13-251-46 

New owner must secure new registration 
certificate and/or commercial use permit 

§13-251-48 Operation of a catamaran when 

registration certificate and/or commercial use 

permit suspended or revoked 

§13-251-49 Authority of department to 
suspend or revoke registration certificate 

and/or commercial use permit 
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§13-251-50 Duplicate registration certificate 

and/or commercial use permit 
§13-251-51 Catamaran registration 

limitations  

§13-251-52 Allocation of catamaran 

registration certificates and/or commercial 

use permits 
§13-251-53 Waikiki catamarans; mooring of 

§13-251-57 Waikiki ocean waters 

§13-251-58 Kaanapali beach and ocean 

waters 

§13-251-66 Canoe operation; required crew 
§13-251-67 Catamaran crews 

§13-251-69 Learner steersperson 

§13-251-76 Commercial Activities 

Chapter 252 
 

§13-252-1 Accidents involving death, 

personal injury or damage to property 
§13-252-2 Duty to render aid and give 

information 

§13-252-3 Duty upon striking buoys, aids to 

navigation or other property 

§13-252-4 Immediate notice of accident §13-
252-5 When operator unable to report §13-

252-6 Littering or polluting water - 

prohibited §13-252-7 Penalties 

§13-252-8 Powers of arrest 

§13-252-9 Taking legal custody of property 
§13-252-10 Attorney general 

Requirements relating to 

accidents, accident reporting, 

and duty to render aid for 

vessel accidents. 

Chapter 254 
 

§13-254-1 Definitions 

§13-254-2 Bathing area 

§13-254-3 Paipo boards 
§13-254-4 Restrictions 

§13-254-5 Exceptions 

Regulations relating to 

permitted and restricted 

activities in Makapu‘u ocean 

waters, Kailua Bay, Bennecke 

Beach ocean waters, and 

Point Panic ocean waters. 

Chapter 255 
§13-255-1 Purpose and scope 

§13-255-2 Interpretation 

§13-255-3 Severability 

§13-255-5 Definitions 

§13-255-6 Waikiki Beach uses and activities; 
restrictions 

§13-255-7 Penalties 

§13-255-8 Powers of arrest 

§13-255-9 Taking legal custody of property 

§13-255-10 Attorney general 

Relating to prohibited 

activities on Waikiki Beach 

Authority:  H.R.S. Chapter 

200. 

 

Penalty Provision:  H.A.R. § 

13-255-7 provides that 

violators of this chapter shall 

be fined not more than 

$10,000 as provided in H.R.S. 

§ 200-14. 

 

H.R.S. § 200-14: 

 

H.R.S. § 200-14(a) 

Fine not less than $50 or 

more than $1,000 for each 

rule violation.  Environmental 

Courts may deprive of 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dobor/rules/compiled/HAR252-Compiled.pdf
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operation or mooring any 

vessel in state waters for not 

more than thirty days. 

 

H.R.S. § 200-14(b) Violation 

of rules regulating vehicular 

parking or traffic movement 

constitutes traffic 

infraction.  Fine of not more 

than $100 for first offense, 

not more than $200 for 

second offense, and not more 

than $500 for third or 

subsequent offenses. 

Chapter 256 
 

§13-256-1 Purpose and Scope 
§13-256-2 Interpretation 

§13-256-3 Commercial operator permit 

requirements 

§13-256-4 Commercial Vessel and water 

sports equipment registration requirements 
§13-256-5 Commercial use permits; public 

auction 

§13-256-6 Transferability of commercial use 

permits 
§13-256-7 Business transfer fee 

§13-256-8 Owner required to report change 

in ownership, address and other changes 

§13-256-9 Insurance 

§13-256-10 Revocation 
§13-256-11 Fees 

§13-256-12 Gross receipts 

§13-256-13 Mooring of rafts and platforms 

§13-256-14 Safety and enforcement 

§13-256-15 Commercial vessel shoreline 
access 

§13-256-16 Thrill craft operations; general 

provisions  

§13-256-17 Recreational thrill craft 

operations 
§13-256-18 Commercial thrill craft 

operations, commercial high speed boating 

and water sledding operations 

§13-256-19 Parasailing activities 

§13-256-20 Windsurfing 
§13-256-21 Ultralight and experimental float 

equipped aircraft 

§13-256-22 Tow-in surfing 

§13-256-23 Oahu Tow-in surfing areas 

§13-256-24 Kauai Tow-in surfing areas 
§13-256-25 Maui Tow-in surfing areas 

§13-256-31 Definition 

§13-256-32 Commercial Operator Licensee 

experience requirements 

§13-256-33 Priority and procedures in the 
issuance of commercial vessel permits 

§13-256-34 Review, acceptance, or rejection 

of the application 

Regulations regarding all 

permitted and prohibited 

activities in all ten state ocean 

recreation management areas 

Authority:  H.R.S. Chapter 

200. 

 

H.R.S. § 200-25 

“Any person violating this 

part, or any rule adopted 

pursuant to this part, shall be 

fined not less than $50 and 

not more than $1,000 or 

sentenced to a term of 

imprisonment of not more 

than thirty days, or both, for 

each violation; provided that 

in addition to, or as a 

condition to the suspension 

of, the fines and penalties, the 

Environmental Court may 

deprive the offender of the 

privilege of operating any 

vessel, including but not 

limited to any thrill craft or 

vessel engaged in parasailing 

or water sledding, in the 

waters of the State for a 

period of not more than thirty 

days.” 

http://files.hawaii.gov/dlnr/dobor/rules/compiled/HAR256-Compiled.pdf
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§13-256-35 Owner required to report change 

in ownership, address and other changes 
§13-256-36 Repealed 

§13-256-37 Fees 

§13-256-38 Anini Beach ocean waters 

§13-256-39 Hanalei Bay ocean waters, 

general restrictions 
§13-256-40 Haena ocean waters, general 

restrictions 

§13-256-41 Na Pali Coast ocean waters, 

general restrictions 

§13-256-50 Definition 
§13-256-51 Hanamaulu Bay restricted zones 

§13-256-52 Nawiliwili Bay restricted zones 

§13-256-53 Nukumoi restricted area 

§13-256-54 Koloa Landing restricted area 

§13-256-55 Salt Pond Park restricted area 
§13-256-56 Wailua River restricted area  

§13-256-60 Definition 

§13-256-61 Haleiwa Restricted Zones 

§13-256-62 Repealed 

§13-256-63 Sharks Cove, Three Tables 
Point, and Waimea Bay ocean waters 

§13-256-64 Sunset Beach Restricted Area 

§13-256-65 Kawela Bay Restricted Area 

§13-256-71 Definition 

§13-256-72 Kualoa Water Restricted Zones 
§13-256-72.1 Kualoa waters restricted zones 

permit 

§13-256-73 Kaneohe Bay Ocean Waters 

§13-256-73.1 Kaneohe Bay ocean waters 

commercial use permits 
§13-256-73.2 Large full service permit 

restrictions 

§13-256-73.3 Small full service permit 

restrictions 
§13-256-73.4 Small full service permit 

restrictions without thrill craft, water 

sledding, and high speed towing activities 

§13-256-73.5 Large snorkel tour permit 

restrictions 
§13-256-73.6 Small sail/snorkel tour permit 

restrictions 

§13-256-73.7 Glass bottom boat tour permit 

restrictions  

§13-256-73.8 Replacement vessels size 
restrictions 

§13-256-73.9 Shuttling restrictions 

§13-256-73.10 Permit Issuance 

§13-256-73.11 Temporary mooring of 

vessels authorized for commercial use in 
Kaneohe Bay at Heeia Kea small boat harbor 

§13-256-73.12 Kaneohe Bay ocean waters 

commercial use permit revocation 

§13-256-73.13 Ahu o Laka safety zone 

§13-256-74 Kailua Ocean Waters Restricted 
Zones 

§13-256-75 Waimanalo Ocean Waters 

Restricted Zones 

§13-256-76 Makapuu Ocean Waters 

Restricted Zones 
§13-256-77 Kaneohe recreational thrill craft 

zone  

§13-256-86 Definition 

§13-256-87 Hanauma Bay Restricted Zone 

§13-256-88 Maunalua Bay Restricted waters 
§13-256-89 Waialae-Kahala Restricted 

Areas 
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§13-256-90 Diamond Head Restricted Area 

§13-256-91 Waikiki Ocean Waters 
Restricted Zones 

§13-256-92 South Shore Parasail Area 

§13-256-93 Kahakaaulana Islet (Harris Is.) 

Commercial Zone 

§13-256-94 Reef Runway Zone 
§13-256-95 Koko Head and Makapuu 

commercial high speed boating zone 

§13-256-96 Keʻehi Lagoon canoe racing 

zone 

§13-256-97 Keʻehi Lagoon competitive 
water ski zone  

§13-256-106 Definition 

§13-256-107 Napili Bay Restricted Area 

§13-256-108 Lahaina-Kaanapali Offshore 

Restricted Area  
§13-256-109 Kaanapali Commercial Thrill 

Craft Areas 

§13-256-110 Olowalu Beach Restricted Area 

§13-256-111 Kaanapali commercial water 

sledding zone 
§13-256-112 Maui Humpback whale 

protected waters  

§13-256-116 Definition 

§13-256-126 Definition 

§13-256-127 Hookipa Restricted Zones 
§13-256-128 Baldwin Park-Paia Bay 

Restricted Area 

§13-256-129 Papaʻula Point Restricted Zone 

§13-256-130 Kanaha Beach Park Restricted 

Zones 
§13-256-140 Definition 

§13-256-141 Hilo Bay Recreational Thrill 

Craft Zone 

§13-256-142 Waiakea Access Corridor 
§13-256-143 Puhi Bay-Leleiwi Point 

Restricted Zones 

§13-256-150 Definition 

§13-256-151 Honaunau Bay Swimming 

Zone 
§13-256-152 Kahaluu Bay Swimming Zone  

§13-256-153 Kalaepaakai Point Commercial 

Thrill Craft Zone 

§13-256-154 Oneo Bay Swimming Zone 

§13-256-155 Kailua Bay Boating Zone 
§13-256-156 Kailua Pier Restricted Zones 

§13-256-157 Honokohau Swimming Zone 

§13-256-158 Kua Bay Swimming Zone 

§13-256-159 Kahuwai Bay Restricted Zone 

§13-256-160 Kiholo Bay Speed Zone 
§13-256-161 Anaehoomalu Bay Restricted 

Zones 

§13-256-162 Makaiwa Bay Swimming 

Zones 

§13-256-163 Hapuna Bay Swimming Zone 
§13-256-164 Kaunaoa Bay Restricted Zones  

 

* * * 
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VI.  APPENDICES 

APPENDIX A – HAWAII REVISED STATUTES CHAPTERS 

 

APPENDIX B – HAWAII ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 

 

APPENDIX C – SESSION LAWS OF HAWAII 

 

* * * 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11gnuMs6Vp-vBJEl7W31xEVB9n5XBVOmi?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ImiJhp9d7Y6BfSACwvh8POZADMdk7Kmt
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1p5btCZ54Ed8KpWZMlfiwmzYXfn7YPai1
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