


Peruvian Anchovy: History
Mid-1950 Fishery begins and rapidly expands (fish meal for livestock)

1964 catch = 8.7 MMT (17% of world catch); FAO estimates MSY 9.5 MMT, but guano
birds, etc. take 2 MMT

1965 El Nino — low reproductive success, schools disperse, birds gone

1970 Harvest 12.5 MMT; (50% greater than MSY); fishing efficient, 95% of fish
caught before reproductive age (over capitalization)

1971-72 Bad Recruitment years (El Nino too), collapse of fishery
1986-96 Recovery

1997-98 El Nino collapse, recovering

2004: 10.7 MMT (FAO)

Arrows = El Nino years

Fishing Down the Food Web

v’ Fishing down the food web: larger organisms are
removed first, leaving only smaller organisms left
» Large organisms take a long time to mature
* Selection for genetic variants that are smaller

Pauly and Maclean 2003
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v’ Fast growing

v Minimal by-catch

v’ Sustainable

http://www.seafoodwatch.org

Seafoodwatch

BEST CHOICES

Aku/Skipjack tuna (HI troll/pole,
handline)
Akule/Bigeye scad
Barramundi (US farmed)
Clams (farmed)
Crab: Dungeness, Kona (Australia)
Halibut: Pacific*
Mussels (farmed)
‘Opelu/Mackerel scad
Oysters (farmed)
Pollock (Alaska wild)*
Salmon (Alaska wild)*
Sardines
Scallops: Bay (farmed)
Shutome/Swordfish
(HI harpoon, handline)*
Striped Bass (farmed)
Tilapia (US farmed)
Tombo/Albacore tuna
(HI troll/pole, handline)
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