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MEMORANDUM

T0:  A1 l  G radua te  Cha i r s

FROM:  Pe te r  V .  Gar rod - . \ - \ t
Associate Duur, 1t...-- t-- ' 

\

RE :  Use  and  Ro le  o f  P roxy  Members  i n  Thes i s /D i sse r ta t i on  De fenses

As  a  gene ra l  r u l e ,  t he  Gradua te  D i v i s i on  d i scou rages  the  use  o f  p rox ies  f o r
Thes i s  o r  D i sse r ta t i on  de fenses .  The  p re fe r red  a l t e rna t i ves  a re :

l .  P o s t p o n e  t h e  d e f e n s e ;
2 .  Use  te lecon fe renc ing ;
3 .  v i deo  tape  the  de fense ,  hav ing  one  o f  t he  members  p resen t

ask  p rev ious l y  p repa red  ques t i ons  on  beha l f  o f  t he  absen t
member:

4 .  Res t ruc tu re  t he  commi t t ee .

However '  we recognize that  occasional ly  the use of  a proxy member may be
the  on l y  p rac t i cab le  so lu t i on  t ha t  does  no t  undu l y  pena l i ze  t he  s tuden t .

When Graduate Div is ion g ives permiss ion for  a facul ty  member to serve as a
p roxy  f o r  a  commi t t ee  member ,  t he  p roxy  i s  expec ted  to  o f f i c i a l l y  r ep lace  the
regu la r  commi t t ee  member  un t i l  he  o r  she  re tu rns .  Tha t  i s ,  t he  p roxy  i s
expec ted  to  ask  any  ques t i on  he  o r  she  deems  app rop r i a te ;  t he  p roxy  may
requ i re  t he  s tuden t  t o  rev i se ,  mod i f y ,  add  o r  de le te  po r t i ons  o f  t n "  t hes i s
o r  d i sse r ta t i on l  and  the  p roxy  rnus t  i nd i ca te  on  Gradua te  D i v i s i on t s  Fo rm V I
whe the r  o r  no t ,  i n  h i s  o r  he r  j udgmen t ,  t he  s tuden t  success fu l l y  de fended
the  thes i s  o r  d i sse r ta t i on .  Commi t t ee  members  who  do  no t  pa r t i c i pa te  i n  t he
de fense  shou ld  no t  s i gn  Fo rm V I .

Assumlng  tha t  t he  absen t  commi t t ee  member  has  read  the  thes i s  o r  d i sse r ta t i on ,
t he  absen t  member  shou ld  i nd i ca te  h i s  o r  he r  app rova l  ( o r  d i sapp rova l )  on
Fo rm Vr r .  on l y  members  app rov ing  the  pape r  shou ld  s i gn  the  s ignac r r r "  page .
I f  t he  absen t  member  has  no t  read  the  thes i s  o r  d i sse r ta t i on ,  i l - , "  comml t t ee
shou ld  be  res t ruc tu red .

N o t e :  I t  i s  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  c h a i r p e r s o n  o f  t h e  d l s s e r t a t i o n  c o m n l t t e e  b e
p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  d e f e n s e .  I f  t h l s  i s  n o t  p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  f l r s t  o p t i o n  s h o u l d  b et t p o s t p o n e  

t h e  d e f e n s e . t t

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
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