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ABSTRACT

Tissue samples f rom the Paci f ic  B lue Mar l in ,  Makai ra

n ig r i cans  (p rev ious l y  c lass i f i ed  as  U .  amp la ) ,  have  been

co l l ec ted  a t  t h ree  consecu t i ve  In te rna t i ona l  B i l l f i sh

tournaments at Kona, Hawaii.  The marl in is shown to be

carry ing out  an extensive b iot ransformat ion of  methy l  to

inorganic  mercury such that  about  90 percent  o f  the to ta l

body burden of  mercury is  in  the inorganic  form.  To date

a to ta l  o f  e ight  d i f ferent  t issues have been sampled and

ana lyzed  fo r  t o ta l  and  o rgan ic  mercu ry .  A  spec i f i c

analys is  was carr ied out  on a subsampl ing of  the t issues

col lected at  the L973 tournament  to  ver i fy  that  the

di f ference between the to ta l  and organic  resul ts  was

indeed inorganic  mercury.
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