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ABSTRACT

The geographic distribution of five species of portunid
crabs, along with one calappidae species, were studied in
Kaneohe Bay, Oahu, in the period between June 1972 and April
1973. Salinity and physical parameters including water
turbidity, temperature, depth and bottom type were measured
at all sampling stations. Depth and type of bottom sediment
were found to be the primary determinants in the distribution
of the species. More open ocean-like characteristics, as
opposed to enclosed bay features, are an associated factér
for mature swimming crabs. The presence of clams appears to
be influential on the distribution of species that can

readily feed on them.



