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ABSTRACT

Taiwan has the highest population density in the world today. The population
growth-rate has been decreasing linearly since 1951, but the present growth-rate of 2%
is still much too high to lessen the population pressure. With the area of agricultural
land severely limited, the agricultural sector of Taiwan can no longer absorb extra
farm labourers without sacrificing the productivity of each farm labourer.

In order to feed the growing population, the high productivity of a rice paddy has
been maintained by applying ever-increasing amounts of chemical fertilizers and pesti-
cides, which in turn cause many pollution problems. Moreover the rapid growth of
industries, which are mainly financed by outside capital, causes the expansion and
congestion of the cities along with all sorts of pollution problems (air. pollution of
cities, water pollution of rivers, harbours, coastal waters, etc.) 4

The heavy dependence on imported energy (709 of the total energy consumption)
and on trade with Japan and the United States, puts Taiwan in a vulnerable position
with regard to fluctuations in the world economy. The ever-increasing population density,
and the demands of a higher per capita consumption on the limited natural resources,
risk leading to economic inadequacy and ecological degradation for our industrial
civilization.
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