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OCN 201
The Science of the Sea

Instructors

Chris Measures
Chemistry and Physics
(Class co-ordinator)

Mike Mottl
Geology

Erica Goetze
Biology
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Teaching Assistants

Gabi Weiss
Head TA

Surely Wallace Astrid Leitner

Mackenzie Gerringer Carla Gimpel Desiree Simandjuntak

iClickers are required for this class
If you already have one no need to get one

Why?

Increase your participation in this large class
Provide us with feedback

What you must do:

Register your iClicker --- see web site for links
Bring it to class everyday
Answer the questions that we will ask you during class
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What is Oceanography?
-is a branch of Earth Sciences--geology, atmospheric sciences, …..
-very hard to separate one part from  another
-how do processes of biology, geology, chemistry and physics interact?

We will cover subjects as diverse as the origin of the Universe 
to Polynesian Navigation
We will learn about processes as far apart as the centre of the Earth and 
the upper reaches of the Atmosphere
We will learn about biology of the oceans from microscopic organisms
to whales

Goal of Earth Sciences: 
Understand how the planet operates today 
How did it operate in the past?
How will it operate in the future?

http://earth.rice.edu/mtpe/cryo/cryosphere/topics/ice_age.jpg
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Study of the planet is very young

Geology and Biology studied for
 ~ 200+ years

Oceanography ~ 70 years

Not much is known, lots to discover
--makes the field exciting

Some of what we teach may turn out not to be true

Science always challenges existing theories, 
that’s how they get improved

Scientific knowledge and theories underpin our entire modern 
economic system 

The massive improvements in the standard of living, 
and the improvements in life expectancy since the 1600s are all
a result of the development of modern scientific theories and their 
application to our lives  

Science is a rigorous way of finding out the truth
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OCN 201 web page
http://www.soest.hawaii.edu/oceanography/courses_html/OCN201/

Or, much easier:
 Google 
OCN 201

All the class 
information is 
posted here

Also links to 
the lab sections 
are here

Not part of Laulima

Class is organised into two lecture sections

Section 1 M/W/Fr 10:30 -11:20 Spalding 155

Section 2  M/W/Fr 12:30 - 1:20 Bilger 152

6 lab sections

09:00 - 11:50 Marine Science Building 203

1:30 - 4:20 Marine Science Building 203

OCN 201 counts as a physical science requirement (DP)
OCN 201L counts as Laboratory class (DY)

General Education: Diversification requirements 
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Fall 2016 semester has 6 lab sections
Mon pm 
Tues am
Tues pm
Wed pm
Thurs am
Thurs pm

Labs are limited to 20 students, but seats open up as people adjust 
their schedules—keep looking

All the instructors are active researchers in the field of Oceanography
--you are learning from the experts in the field

All the TAs in the class are graduate students 
--all are highly motivated and knowledgeable

Text book-- required

Garrison, An introduction to Marine Science 8th edition

Used copies of earlier editions are O.K. too
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Exams

Class is taught in three sections:

Chemistry and Physics
Geology
Biology

There is an exam at the end of each section covering the 
material taught in that section

Final exam December 14th  09:45-11:45 (Both sections)

There is NO early final and NO make-up exam you MUST be here

Grading

Each exam is worth 75 points

Tests are a mixture of:
True/false, multiple choice, fill in the blank    = 60
Essay questions  = 15
Final exam is worth the same as the other two

Attendance is part of the grade

25 points for attending all classes 
after September 2nd

You must answer at least 75% 
of iClicker questions to be counted as 
present--don’t be late or leave early
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Final grades are on the same curve that has been used for more 
than 30 years (your parents might have taken this)

We have added plus/minus grading but the distribution is the same
-- no grade inflation in this class

A+/A/A- 12.5%

B+/B/B- 25%

C+/C/C- 50%

D/F 12.5%

We will calculate grade boundaries for each exam
-- to show you how you are doing

BUT -- the only grade that counts is the final one
Must take exam or have a PRE-APPROVED excuse

For those with excuses a make up exam must be taken within 
ONE WEEK of original exam 

No make up for the final
No early final exam

Do not leave before the final!
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Field trip

Everyone in the lecture class MUST take a self-guided field-trip
--25 points for the completed worksheet

Those taking lab class MUST take another guided field trip

Office hours held in 
Marine Science Building 113

Labs are held in MSB 203
take the elevator to the 2nd floor
and turn left

Marine Science Building
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Remember---

This is Oceanography, 
its meant to be fun!

We do this for a living, 
because we enjoy it

We hope you will 
enjoy it too!
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Some cool pictures from a couple of  Oceanography projects
 in Antarctica
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