
OCN 201L – Fall 2018 
Presentation and paper preparation guidelines 

 
Time schedule 
Week of September 24: Paper Topics Due  
Week of October 22: Rough Draft Due 
Week of December 5: Final Draft of Term Paper Due and Presentation Given 
 
Paper Topics 
Having a clear topic that interests you is critical to the success of your paper. Your topic must be 
oceanographically-relevant (geological, chemical, physical, or biological), and the more specific it is, the better. 
I am more than willing to help you figure out a topic. Email me your topic by the due date above. 
 
First Draft (10 Points) 
Writing scientific papers is often a new experience for many people and submitting a first draft is a very good 
idea (and required).  The first draft should be as close to the full 5 page completed assignment as is possible.  
This will allow your TA to provide you with constructive comments and suggestions that will GREATLY 
enhance your final paper grade.  The grading for the first draft is either a full 10 points for turning in an honest 
effort, or no points for turning in something that was haphazardly thrown together.  Things that will earn 0 
points for a first draft submission include (but are not limited to): 
 

1. An outline of what your paper will be about. 
2. Pages of random thoughts and/or sketches that are somewhat related to your topic. 
3. Citations taken from your references. 
4. Pages of figures. 

 
Presentation (20 points) 
During the last week of lab you will be required to give a 5 minute PowerPoint presentation of your term 
paper.  Generally 5-7 slides will allow you to give a 5-7 minute presentation.  You are advised not to simply 
read off of your term paper as this will result in a very poor grade.   When designing your slides, think about 
what makes good/bad slides (pictures, text, etc).  Your TA will give you the deadline for your PowerPoint 
submission (usually it is due the day before presentations).  Remember you are presenting to a crowd of your 
peers and friends, so have fun and relax! 
 
Term Paper (15 points) 
A 5-page, double spaced term paper covering a topic your TA approves is required.  The paper includes an 
introduction, discussion of subject, conclusions and a reference section.  A minimum of 4 acceptable references 
must be cited throughout the text.  
**Note: Plagiarism is defined as either directly copying an author’s work without the use of quotations or re-
wording another author’s work without giving credit to that author.  Any paper demonstrating plagiarism is not 
acceptable and will result in a zero grade and referral to the department chairperson which may result in a 
failing grade in the course. 
TABLES AND FIGURES: These are very useful and can help to convey and emphasize your point.  However, 
they do not count towards your five-page paper requirement.  Please include all tables and figures AFTER the 
references situation.  Be sure they are clearly labeled and referred to in the text.  E.g. In the text, if you refer to 
Figure 2 as a diagram of tuna external anatomy, then be sure that the diagram of external tuna anatomy is 
labeled as Figure 2, it is in order and follows the references in your paper.   
I repeat: tables and figures do not count towards your five-page requirement.  They should be attached in order 
AFTER the references section. 


