
OCN 201 Lab – Term Paper

◼ Paper Topic Due before lab section the week of 
Sept 24.  Topics are to be submitted by email only 
before lab starts that week. You cannot just tell me 
the topic in lab.

◼ Rough draft due in lab week of Oct 22.

◼ Final draft due, and presentation given in lab, last 
day of lab class, the week of Dec 3



Write something that makes the reader think 
“That’s interesting, I want to know more .”

◼ Demonstrate that you can:
▪ Select trustworthy sources of information!

▪ Build an argument, or take a stance on a subject 
based on your research 

▪ Write a properly formatted paper, citing 
references as appropriate (see Term Paper Rubric)
▪ well organized, grammatically correct, avoid casual 

language 



A good paper will also...

▪ Support your argument with evidence 

▪ Think about limits of knowledge on the topic:
▪ what do we know, what don’t we know? 



Basic Requirements

◼ 5 pages, double-spaced
◼ Focused on the topic of your choice*
◼ Use at least 4 acceptable references
▪ Use those references along with accumulated 

knowledge from class and general textbook 
knowledge



Critical Item: 
Where do you get your information?

◼ UNACCEPTABLE References:
▪ Wikipedia, National Geographic, World Wildlife Fund, 

Youtube, SaveTheWhales.org, Fox News or MSNBC (or any 
nightly news type), Personal Blog sites

◼ ACCEPTABLE References (3 levels): 
▪ Low level: Science or educational websites that cite the 

primary literature (=Scientific Journal Articles)
▪ e.g. ScienceDaily, anything.edu

▪ Mid level: Government Records and Websites (NOAA.gov, 
EPA.gov, NASA.gov, other .gov)

▪ High level: Scientific Journals, Published Textbooks, 
Conference Proceedings



What is a scientific journal article?

1. A new contribution to knowledge that a 
scientist worked very hard to produce and 
share with the world

2. OR a review-synthesis of existing knowledge 
on a topic 
▪ similar to your paper

◼ Not all of our work gets published
▪ what does get published is often Peer-reviewed



How to find an acceptable reference

◼ Can START with Wikipedia or Google search

◼ Keywords are important!  Can get you very 
different results.  
▪ Broad v.s. Specific:
▪ Chemicals, fish, water     v.s.      Mercury, tuna, ocean

◼ How to know if it is acceptable...
▪ The 4 references must at least cite the primary 

literature OR be a government or .edu website
▪ *.gov websites don’t often make their sources clear but 

information is provided by experts in the field

https://www.wikipedia.org/


How to not plagiarize a reference

◼ Example Paper topic: Mercury in marine food webs
▪ Paragraph 1 topic: Background information

▪ Example resource: (1) http://oehha.ca.gov/fish/hg/index.html
▪ “Mercury is a natural element found in rocks, coal, and soil.”

Do not copy and paste! Even if you think that’s the best way to 
say it.

▪ Think about what you are trying to say and how you would talk 
about it, fill in the blanks with information

▪ Not-plagiarizing:
 “Mercury naturally occurs in rocks, coal and soil  (1) and it gets into the 
coastal ocean primarily through freshwater runoff from land (2)....”

http://oehha.ca.gov/fish/hg/index.html


Paper: General Structure

Start with an outline:

◼ Include your Name & Date
◼ Paper Title
◼ Introduction
◼ Supporting Paragraphs
◼ Concluding statement
◼ References



Structure: Introduction

◼ Introduction
▪ Introduce the main 

topic 
▪ Background about 

the topic 
▪ thesis statement

▪ What are you 
arguing? Or what is 
your question?

**The introduction 
sets up the supporting 
paragraphs 



Structure: Supporting Paragraphs

...

...

◼ Supporting paragraphs 
(3+)
▪ Focused on a topic 

surrounding your main 
topic
▪ What do they do in these 

farms?

▪ Why are fish farms 
important?

▪ Where does fish farming 
occur?

▪ What is the problem with 
what they do?



Structure: Concluding Paragraph

◼ Refresh the reader on 
your main points and 
thesis

◼ Concluding sentence
▪ e.g. “Fish farming clearly 

is a young business and 
has much need for 
improvement, but is a 
necessary practice for 
the future protein needs 
of the world.”



Resources

◼ Never written a Research Paper before?
▪ Purdue University Online Writing Lab: Writing a 

research paper

◼ UH Manoa Libraries, library website
▪ Hamilton Library
▪ Sinclair Library

◼ The Writing Center
▪ offers writing consultations free of charge
▪ Open 9-5  daily

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/658/01/
http://library.manoa.hawaii.edu/
https://sites.google.com/a/hawaii.edu/writingcenter/home


Advice from Julia Wieting – A friend 
in the UH English Department

◼ the biggest challenge on the instructor's part is to 
define an assignment concretely enough such that 
the students are 
a) aware of its expectations, and 
b) able to meet those expectations if they choose to



◼ Julia Wieting’s (English Department) suggested process for making a 
better writing assignment: 
1. Narrow down the purpose of the paper so that it asks the student to 
demonstrate a specific set of analytical skills, such as evaluating an 
argument or a set of data. 
2. Narrow down the technical requirements of the paper, such as 
requiring x peer reviewed resources. 
3. Provide a rubric to the students when the paper is assigned which they 
may (theoretically...) use to check themselves regarding whether or not 
they've met the requirements of (1, 2) above. 
4. Provide specific instruction and practice about the analytical skills in (1) 
- e.g., homework with reading a paper and reacting somewhat open 
endedly to its conclusions - and practice for (2) - e.g., homework on doing 
a literature search, or homework on evaluating whether a source is 
acceptable. 
5. Provide exemplars of good papers that students could use as models. 
6. Create a checklist of the paper's requirements that students are 
responsible for handing in, which at least asks them to consider whether 
or not they've met all the formal requirements on the assignment. 
7. Grade the papers with the rubrics, OR require students to grade 
themselves before turning in their papers. 


