
OCN 310 Essays and Discussions

<http://www.hawaii.edu/gened/>

As paraphrased from the UH General Education website: “A good E-focus course will raise
ethical awareness of issues and challenge the student to confront his or her own certainty about
the choices involved and create a class atmosphere in which diverse ideas are encouraged.” In
this class, we will be considering many environmental ethics issues, some of which may be con-
troversial. There will be a wide range of opinions on many topics. I encourage you to express your
opinions, to question one another, and to argue, but in a collegial manner that shows respect for
the varying opinions of others. Under no circumstances will disparaging or belittling comments
be tolerated. Your grade for the discussion session portion of the class will contribute to your final
course grade.

The essays must be type written. They must be well-written, concise papers that respond to
the essay topic assigned. Unless otherwise instructed, essays should be 2 pages, double-spaced. I
suggest the following organization:

1. Title

2. Introductory paragraph that sets the stage and identifies the issue or question to be ad-
dressed.

3. Several paragraphs in which you develop your arguments. You may include information
from outside sources, as well as personal experiences if relevant. Full citations should be
provided for all sources including the assigned paper.

4. A concluding paragraph. Dont just repeat yourself, but integrate the information you have
presented to draw a conclusion. This is the portion of the paper where personal opinion may
have a significant role.

Essays will be graded on a 3-point scale:

• 1 pt for less than satisfactory, but better than nothing (superficial, disorganized, poorly writ-
ten)

• 2 pts for acceptable (thoughtful, reasonably well organized, reasonably well written)

• 3 pts for well done (insightful, well structured and composed)

Essays must be handed in during the discussion session. No essays will be accepted after the
day of discussion except by special arrangement with your instructor.
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