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Ocean Sports Journal

Olg0'r AccmPlirhmtnt!

Education
'1958 - Ercholor ol Ads, Stsn-

lord Univ9rsriY
1963 - Mastef ot Scie@. Uni

versity ol Hawaii (Marin€ Zmlogy)
1970 * Ph.D. Scripps lnslitu'

tion nl oman@ra9nY

Experience

196l-62 - Math ahd scisn@
teacher. Punahou High Sch6l

1965-66 - Aquanaut. s€alab
ll. Ottia€ ot Naval Rosoarch SPoOal
;)otocts Of{ic€

1984-Pre!6nt - Marin6 Biol-
.{isr. Univ€rsity ot Hawaii

Notable Publi3hed wotks

1977 - "Hdwail's Prsiols Cd-
als .  ls land H€ri lago Pob.

1979 - -Precious Corals: Ha-
wair s Dsp S€a J€wels" National
(lecgraph,c Magazine

Activit i€s and Awatdg

' 1965 - MaritoriNs Public Ssr-
' vrce Award oresdtod lor S€alab ll-

1967 - wnne,.  ouko Kahana-
moku Inte.natonal Sodrng ChamPi'
enshios. Sunsel Beach- Hawaai.

.  1 9 8 7  -  K a n a k a  O  K 6  K a i
Ocsan 8€cognilion Awsrd (tot re

. soarch on undorsea ovolrfrlq)

a Aquanaut on Sealab lI in
1965.

a Ph.D, ScriPPs lnstitute of
Oceanographr- in l9?0.

a Kanaka O' Ke Kai Ocean
necognition Award (for re'
search on undersea evolution)
in 198?.

Says  TV pcrsona l i rY  Mrke
Buck .  who has  known Cr tSg
for 30 yeus: "I think he'-s one
of the most ntisunderstood of
a l l  t r u e  w d t c r n l e n .  . . . l l c
cirrcs abot)t the environmellt t0
the point l.hat hc's spending his
l i f c  s ludy ing  th ings  tha l  haP-
pened mi l l ions  o f  years  ago
and what wrll happen mill ions
of vears from now, so that l le
mn tretp the t€6t o{, us Put to'
day in perspecdve, Fhe gu;'s r
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Ricky Grigg (third from right) stands with his daughtor beside
Aquanaut Soalab ll in 1965.

Studying the ocean has made

life ell uortluDhile for Crigg
:  l . l r l r l  Frsi t t  of  Hawai i  ocean-
n g r i r p h e r  R i c h a r r l  " R i c k Y '

{ ;r i f lB descr ibes himself  as " just

a ; l  a v c r a g c  p e r s o n , -  b u t  t h e

f.)rmer aquanaut is anYthinB
i r ! 1 .
,  . lust mention his name to anY

i ) r ' 0 a n  s p o r t s  e n t h u s i a s t ,  a n d
1  r l r ' l l  f i i r l  t h a t  h e ' s  o n e  o f  t h e

i :r : : r  hrqhl) '  respccter l  Pcrsons
l j  l  i r .  rx 'c i ln sports communi l l ' .

,  , {s! i  i l r !  of  tho Prescnt big-
r . , , r  r '  s r t t f c l s  ( \ \ ' h r )  ! C e n l  l o
i . r , ' l r  i L g r t ' c  c n  a n : t t h i n g )  a n d

i r r c \ ' l l  s r l  l h e . y  u n i b a s h e d l )

: , ' g r r ( l  C  r i S t t  ( P r o n o u l l c c d
( r - . ' ( g i  A :  a  n C r O .
.  ( ; : r f l g ,  5 2 .  c o n s i d e r s  s u c h

curnDirnlcl t ts as one of his rea-

sLrns for living. He feels being

i in in,<pirat ion to othcrs as the

l i i i r m a t e  p u r p o s e  i n  l r i s  l i f e .
' l  

i rai .  und l l is two dauRhtcrs.

Warren
Bolster
gFhlbrbaffnl-

Not only is Cri88 known for
h is  insp i ra t iona i  b ig -wave t td -
lng  and compet i l . i ve  v ic to r les
ilni)-rt r]otabl-t as a rcgular fi-
na l i s t  rnd  chan lp ion  o f  th t
I)uke Kirhanamoku Internation-
al Surfrng Championships), but
he's done it all while achicvil lS
ir top-notch..hlcatio!] an(l mak-
ing a vartety of oceanographlc
contributions.

Cons ide l  a  t in ) ' sampl ing  o f
his background:

Ocean is Grigg's love of life
(La  Jo l ia ,  Ca l i f . )  and ge t  my
I 'h ,D.  I  rea l l -v  buck lcd  down
and worked,.) 'et sti l l  cam€ to
llawaii and surfed," Crigg said.

\{rhile at Scripps. the Navy
conductcd Sealab Il. off the in-
sljtutes deep water trench. l le
anptied and got pieked l)ecause
hc had a  research  proposa l
they l iked.

Sealab Il was equipped *.rth
l igh ts  and genera tors .  The.y
took it tD the 205-f@t trench
rrlge, although thc trench Elocs
rlrrich dcelcr. {;rigg's prop{)sal
p0 in ted  ou t  l .ha t  l igh ts  and
sound ( f rom lhe  genera tors )
rnd the {lai occar bottom had
all the elements of an artit icial
rcef, whiclr was known to al-
tract f ish.

"  We were  go ing  to  take
thes. three factors and to see
l0 shal. cxtent r 'L chan€ted thc
mar ine  l i fe . '  Cr igg  .sa i11 ,  " I t
turned oul it attracted about
4i.000 difforcnr species of f ish
l )c io re  thc  ex f rc r imcnt  $as
o!'rr from about a couple hun-
dred fish normally-"

(;rig{ u't-\ one of criy thRe
cil ' i l i i lrs cholen: lhc rc;t xerb
f ronr  tbe  Navy-  As t ronet t
-sro1t {- 'ar!)en1cr had hr:elr cho-

sen not only for space. but to
t ra in  the  Sca la t t r  l ) rogram.
w h i c h  w a s  i n n c r - s p a c e . ' f h r
idea was to turn the nation's
attention from space to the
earth. where profrlenls of rc-
sorrrce l imitalions and the cnvi.
ronmcnl werc mountlng,

"We werr guinea pigs. lve
lost a man and the prolect was
le rmina ted .  What  we found
was that there's brtter wals to
d0 it - submersibles and re
bots.' Grigg said. "l1 s interest-
ing that wc're now di-qcovering
lhe samc thing in ouler spacr
tha t  s ,e  d id  in  the  ocean 20
-years ago,'

After the Seaiab, Crigg 1v.nt
blck to Scripps, got his doctor-
atc degree xnd came birck t0
f la rva i i .  I le ' s  bee l  h f re  e i .e r
-s l rce .  teach ing  and do ing  rc -
search in oceanoFraph,v at Utl.
I1e  *1s  hc  €n io ls  go ing  o \e r
lhe weather charl-s and prcdift,
ing  thc ,cur f ,  then g0 ing  ou t
irnd checking tlte ocean to ver-
ify theories.

'"l 'hat's such a thrj i l ing thing
; t0 havp that mass (,f infor-
metion t0 ga L)vcr; jt 's raall j- i
fabulous opportunil.,.. An a!et-
aga di!_v dtc.i nilt 0r:.:t.


