Reger Lukas with some of the weather
maps and sateliite photographs he
uses to make surf forecasts.
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He knows when
to catch a wave

By Will Hoover

Advertiser Staff Writer

‘ All them surf swamis, those wave gurus
who predict the ocean’s fickle behavior
with a surprising degree of accuracy.

In California, there are a plethora of new
wave entrepreneurs, including cne company
that offers a-telephone toll service to inform
surfers when and where the best waves will
neeur. The cost is about buck a prediction. A
competing service dispatches helicopters daily
it dawn with observers who feed on-the-spot
forecast information to control centers in Los
Angeles and San Diego.

Here in Hawaii a number of surf seers,
armed with computers, charts, and satellite
photos, work as consultants for anyone anxious
0 know what the waves will be up to tomor-
row, next month — and even rext year.

A standout is Roger Lukas, University of
LN Hawaii professor of oceanography and a
surfer who tiegan wave forecasting as a gradu-
ate student so he wouldn’t waste time waiting
r swells. He's established an impressive track
record over the pust decade.

“In the September 1982 issue of *Surfer’ mag-
azine, 1 predicted cxceptionally large, persis-
went surf on the North Shore.” says Lukas. He
was right on the money, as evidenced hy 11
straight weeks of extraordinary North Shore
wave getivity in 1983,

Last year, Hollywood writer/director John
Jilius ("Red Dawn.” “Conan the Barbarian”
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and "Apocalvpse Now”) hired Lukas as a con-
sultant. He handed Lukas a tall order for a

dizasrer scene in hi
“Farewell to The K

Milius asked Lukas to deliver a few mam-
moth North Shore waves, and =aid he'd like
them on a dark and stomy afternoon, thank

5 upcoming fHim release,

4

you. It was a costly, high-pressure drama as
Milius and crew stood by anxiously in Holly-
wood waiting to fly to Hawaii on a moment's
notice:

Meanwhile, the North Shore remained caim.

PR

HEN  Lwsws  finally
phoned, he told Milius 15-

foot surf and heuvy north winds
weuld arrive on the North
=hore in 30 hours, The waves,
Jire storm. Milius, and the film .
crow all arrived promptly on
chedule. The disaster scene !
came off exactly as planned.
'prisingly. with so much
wechnology  at his  disposal,
Lukas says the computer plays
a4 secondary role in his surf cal-
cutations. Computer models for
wveean currents, he says, arem’t
a3t that precise yet.

“Actually. | don't use a com-

ter that much.” says Lukas. “1
ase wegther maps, and satellite
ohotographs, and tabies to com-
pute my forecasts. Iv's basically
straight d wiuff.”?

S0 owhat s wecret?
man experience,” he savs.
'z the kev thing. I'm fold-
g m 15 vears experience as a
~urfer and a surf forecaster.”

LL’KAS also predicts that his
brand of soothsayer won't be
und much longer.

‘Al some point in the not-
distant future there will be
sateilites  that will measure
winds over the cpen ocean,” he
says. "And when that happens,
the data will be available 10 al-
‘oW ug to run these compiiter
modeis that presently don't do
‘hat well. It will happen auto-
waticaily.”

Unul that ume, Lukas 15 50
nusy vith hig oceanographic re-
search, he’s foreed to turn away
most surf consulting requests
that come along.

Stll, there's one way the as-
cute =urfer can get an inside
‘rack on what thoze unprodict-
dble waves will de next — and
i doesn’t cost a ihing:

Just wait for Lukas to head
‘or the shore.

“Well, someumes when 1
-how up with my board. the
other surfers say. ‘Ah' Roger’s
here. Surf must be coming up. ”

Invarably, 1t is.
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