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MISSION: Research, Develop, Transition. Conduct research to understand and predict 
the Earth system; develop technology to improve NOAA science, service, and 
stewardship; and transition the results so they are useful to society.

GOALS:
1. Explore the Marine Environment

Increase knowledge of the oceans, coastal areas, and Great Lakes to 
support resource management and public awareness. 

2. Detect Changes in the Ocean and Atmosphere 
Produce, analyze, and interpret observation records to understand the 
Earth system and inform the public.

3. Make Forecasts Better
Improve accuracy, precision, and efficiency of forecasts and predictions 
to save lives and property and support a vibrant economy. 

4. Drive Innovative Science
Cultivate and deliver mission-relevant research to lead the 
environmental science community.

OAR’s Strategy 2020-2026

https://research.noaa.gov/
External-Affairs/Strategy#
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NOAA Global Ocean Monitoring and Observing Program 
(GOMO) 

Director:  David Legler

MISSION: To provide and support high-quality global ocean observations and 
research to improve our scientific understanding and inform society about the 
ocean's role in environmental change. 

Scope: Develop, deploy, sustain observations; support research; deliver high-quality 
information and products
§ Global Ocean 
§ Arctic

Partnerships:  NOAA, Inter-agency, and International
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GOMO 2021 – 2025 Strategic Goals

GOAL 2 GOAL 4

GOAL 1
Sustain global ocean 

monitoring and 
observing for

long-term continuity
and improve data 

quality and system
efficiency.

GOAL 4

Develop and 
capitalize on the 

expertise and 
capacity of the ocean 
observing enterprise.

GOAL 3

Improve the value, 
accessibility, and 

usability of 
observational data for 

informed decision-
making.

GOAL 2
Innovate & evolve the 

ocean observing 
network to address 
emerging needs & 

opportunities for ocean 
health, ocean economy, 

weather & climate.

Goals and objectives address current and emerging challenges of great societal interest: 
ocean carbon and BGC, hurricanes, marine heat waves, Arctic sea ice/ecosystems, sea level, etc. 

Regions of emphasis: tropical Pacific, Arctic, boundary-current regions
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▪ Repeat GO-SHIP cruises 
with surface to bottom 
sampling;

▪ Fixed MAPCO2 mooring 
stations;

▪ SOCONET Underway 
pCO2 measurements on 
research and volunteer 
observing ships.

Strategy

GOMO Global Ocean Carbon Observing Network
providing long-term observations of carbon from the sea surface to the 

interior at a range of spatial and temporal scales. 
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CPO’s Unique 
Values:
• Integrating Information
• Engaging the Community
• Facilitating Collaboration

Earth System Science and 
Modeling

Societal InteractionsCommunication, Education, 
and Engagement

INTEGRATED
INFORMATION

NOAA Climate Program Office (CPO)
Director:  Wayne Higgins 

MISSION: Advance scientific understanding, monitoring, and prediction of climate 
and its impacts to enable effective decisions

Activities:
• Support NOAA mission-driven research 

priorities 
• Engage community in NOAA mission 

through annual calls for proposals

• Facilitate coordination, collaboration, and 
integration

• Accelerate transition activities to improve 
NOAA operational services
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Current Research Topics for the CVP Program
Sandy Lucas, Program Manager

http://cpo.noaa.gov/cvp
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Applying for Funding

Each program publishes a 
targeted call for proposals:

● Notice of Funding 
Opportunity (NOFO)

● Published annually at 
Grants.gov 

● Posted on the CPO website

● Download the “Information 
Sheet” for each competition. 

● Info Sheet will have detailed 
information about the call for 
proposals.

Site: CPO.NOAA.GOV
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CPO Grant Programs
Program Manager names are listed on the CPO Website 
If you have questions, reach out to the Program Manager
---------------------

ESSM: Earth System Science and Modeling
COM - Climate and Ocean Monitoring 

AC4 - Atm. Composition, Chemistry, and Carbon Cycle

CVP - Climate Variability and Predictability Program

MAPP - Modeling, Analysis, Predictions and 
Predictions

CSI: Climate and Societal Interactions
RISA - Regional Integrated Sciences and Assessments

AdSci - Adaptation Science [New] - goal is to foster 
widespread, science-based adaptation. Replaces:

SARP - Sectoral Applications Research Program

COCA - Coastal and Ocean Climate Applications 

IRAP - International Research and Applications Program

CPO Funding Opportunity is 
released annually in the late 
spring or summer.
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https://nopp.org/category/funding-announcements/open/

https://globalocean.noaa.gov/news-events/
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https://cpo.noaa.gov/Our-Work/Fellowships 

POC: Ginny Selz, NOAA CPO, virginia.selz@noaa.gov

https://cpo.noaa.gov/Our-Work/Fellowships
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Thanks!

Kathy.Tedesco@noaa.gov 
Sandy.Lucas@noaa.gov

mailto:Kathy.Tedesco@noaa.gov
mailto:Sandy.Lucas@noaa.gov
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Grant writing notes...
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Grant Application Process at NOAA
● Call for Proposals are once a year (known as the NOFO, Notice of Funding Opportunity). 

● Released in the late spring or summer. 

● This information is posted at grants.gov and on the CPO website. 

● The process includes a "letter of intent" (LOI) that is reviewed. The projects are either 

encouraged, encouraged with comments, or discouraged. LOIs are due 21 days after NOFO 

release.

● Full applications are submitted by your university, and are usually due 90 days after NOFO.

● Applications (Proposals) go through a 2-stage review process: 

○ The first panel looks at: 1) the scientific and/or technical merit, 2) qualifications of the 

applicant(s), and 3) project costs.

○ The second panel evaluates the Importance/Relevance and Applicability of application 

to the program.
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Things to Remember When Proposing to 
NOAA CPO …

● NOAA is a mission-driven agency. Be sure to review the NOFO and the Information 

Sheet (posted on the CPO website) to see the specific topics that each program is 

focused on.

● Use the LOI process. Although LOIs are not required, the process gives you the 

opportunity to succinctly express your main idea for the proposal/project. It will also give 

you an idea of whether the topic fits with the program announcement. 

● Follow the guidance in the NOAA NOFO (for page limits, required sections, etc.) and 

use the tips from other agencies for writing proposals (e.g., NSF has a handbook).

● Be sure to clearly state the focus of your project (introduction), why the project is 

important (motivation), and how you will address/answer your questions (e.g., use 

observations or a model, what data will you use, etc.)


