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New wave technology deployed off Delap

US Senator Tom Udall (D-New 
Mexico) is leading a group of US 
senators in introducing amendments to 
the Radiation Exposure Compensation 
Act (RECA) to expand compensation 
for Americans sickened from working 
in uranium mines or living near atomic 
weapons tests.

Senator Udall was joined in intro-
ducing the legislation by Sens. Jeff 
Bingaman (D-New Mexico), Mike 
Crapo (R-Idaho), Mark Udall (D-
Colorado), James Risch (R-Idaho), 
and Michael Bennet (D-Colorado).  
Companion legislation as introduced 
in the House by Rep. Ben Ray Luján 
(D-New Mexico).

Among other things, the RECA 
Amendments aim to widen qualifica-
tions for compensation for radiation 
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exposure; qualify post 1971 uranium 
workers for compensation; equal-
ize compensation for all claimants 
at $150,000; expand the downwind 
exposure area around the Nevada 
Test Site eligible for compensation 
to include seven states; and fund an 
epidemiological study of the health im-

pacts on families of uranium workers 
and residents of uranium development 
communities, according a release on 
Senator Bingaman’s website.

“We must never forget the heavy 
price that thousands of Americans paid 
during the Cold War arms race,” Udall 

A hearing on proposed Senate Bill 
2941, which calls primarily for fund-
ing for health care for Marshallese 
affected by nuclear testing, is set for 
May 19 in Washington.

The hearing will be in the Senate 
Energy Committee.

The next day, a House Subcommit-
tee on Asia, Pacific and the Global 
Environment will hold a hearing on 
a broad range of nuclear and Kwaja-
lein issues. Government officials and 
representatives of nuclear atolls are 
expected to testify.

Health hearing in May

Continued page 2

A Sea Patrol boat speeds away 
from a new wave buoy (below 

left) that was placed on the 
ocean side of Delap and is 

now transmitting vital data 
about wave strength and size, 
which is posted on the website 
http://cdip.ucsd.edu. It is the 

only wave-monitoring buoy in 
the central Pacific. See stories, 

more photos, page 4.  
Photo: Lawrence Kimmel.
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Assistant Secretary of Interior for Insular 
Affairs Tony Babauta visited Majuro this 
week for the first time since taking over his 
Washington post recently.

He met with President Jurelang Zedkaia 
and Foreign Minister John Silk on Tuesday 
afternoon. He also signed two new grant 
agreements with RMI officials for:

• $4.2 million of fiscal year 2010 Com-
pact infrastructure funding that will be used 
largely for schools and maintenance. The 
RMI government at the August JEMFAC 

Ri bejnej eo ijin James Wang ear 
kommane jede eo an jinoin tata imaan 
High Court Judge James Plasman ilo 
kar wiik eo lok innem rekar karok raan 
in ronjake kein kamol ko nan Wednes-
day ilo wiik jab in. Lein rej enoiki kin 
manman im kakinejnej armij kin kein 
irre ekauwatata im elon bar bod ko rej 
uwaan lok jorrean in ilo aer eno bwe 
ekar driboje juon ledrik jidrikdrik ilo 
ien eo ej kattor liklok wa eo waan ilo 
Uliga 16 allon ko remotlok.

Lein rekar kadriwoje jen kalibuuj 
im ej bed iumin kejebarok eo an mak-
make itulik.

Al eo an juon om
C.B. Langidrik

Wang ear 
jede ilo 
Court kin 
eddrob aijri

Juon emman in Majuro enaaj ekajet 
imaan juon jury ilo naaj August 17 raan kin 
kakure kora ilo jonak eo kein kajilu ak rej 
ba third degree sexual assault. 

Juon ien ronjake imantata nan Makeian 
Taule wiik eo lok ear komman imaan Chief 
Justice Carl Ingram. Taule ear kajejtokjen 

jimwe eo an nan ronjake kamol ko nae im 
ear wonmanlok wot im uwaak ejjab bod.

Lein ej jede imaan jen ippen Assistant 
Public Defender Karotu Tiba. 

Prosecutor eo jen AG Office eo ej Jack 
Jorbon ej jerbalike abnono in ilo etan Kien 
eo an RMI.

Taule enaj ekajet ilo Okoj 17

budget meeting with the US did not have 
plans ready to spend $6.1 million of $11.1 
million available for infrastructure this year, 
so this grant represents the projects that the 
RMI and US have now approved for Com-
pact funding, leaving $1.9 million still to 
be provided.

• $45,000 for the College of the Marshall 
Islands to train employees to maintain new 
equipment at the Majuro campus. The grant 
is from the US Operations and Maintenance 
Improvement Program.

Babauta meets 
with Zedkaia

Interior Assistant Secretary Tony Babauta and RMI Ambassador 
Banny deBrum sign grant agreements as Ambassador Martha 

Campbell, President Jurelang Zedkaia and Foreign Minister John 
Silk watch. Photo: Giff Johnson.

A buoy to measure wave activity around 
Majuro has been installed on the ocean side 
of Delap.

It is part of project run by Dr. Mark Merri-
field of the University of Hawaii and funded 
by the US National Science Foundation

The deployment and processing of the 
data is run by the Coastal Data Information 
Program out of the University of California 
San Diego, said Dr. Murray Ford, who su-
pervises the work in the RMI.

The buoy was deployed on April 24 with 
the assistance of RMI Sea Patrol and Pacific 
International Inc.

The buoy is about located about one mile 
east of Delap point, but is designed to move 
around with the current. It has a flashing 
light on it, which is visible for about a 
quarter of a mile.

It will measure wave heights, the time be-
tween waves and sea surface temperature.

The deployment of the buoy is part of 
a larger project, which aims to improve 
the understanding of flooding events like 
that which occurred in December 2008, 
said Ford. “The wave buoy gives us better 
knowledge of the ocean swell conditions 
and will improve forecast quality of large 
swell events,” he said. “The project is also 
looking at what happens to waves once they 
reach the reef flat. The amount of wave en-
ergy — wave height — which reaches the 
shoreline is what ultimately drives flooding 
and erosion.” 

This summer, research work will be ex-
tended to the ocean side area by CMI and 
also on Kwajalein at Roi-Namur.

Fisherman and other mariners will be 
able to access real-time information on the 
conditions off Delap and will also be able to 
access forecasts showing wave conditions 
over the next three-to-five days. 

Ford reminded boats not to tie off on the 
buoy as this has potential to damage sensi-
tive equipment.

“This is the only wave buoy of its kind in 

Given the general lack of horse racing 
in the Marshall Islands and the fact that 
the fantasy football season is months 
away, University of Hawaii Sea Grant 
has come up with a solution to those in 
need of competition. 

With the deployment of the new Kalo, 
Majuro Wave Buoy off Delap, Sea Grant 
is running a “guess the wave height 
competition.” 

The competition will involve emailing 
majurowavebuoy@gmail.com with your 
best guess for the maximum significant 
wave height measured by the buoy each 
month. Significant wave height is the 
average of the highest one third of waves 
measured by the buoy in 30 minutes. 
Simply send an email with your guess 
(in meters) and you’re in to win. 

Entries close at midnight the day be-
fore the start of the month and will run 
all year. Except in May, when they are 
running a half-month from May 15 with 
special bonus prizes, said Dr. Murray 
Ford, a University of Hawaii Sea Grant 
researcher based at the College of the 
Marshall Islands.

the central Pacific,” Ford said. “This fills a 
massive gap in data and knowledge within 
the region providing forecasters, fisherman 
and coastal planners with an exception-
ally valuable tool to better understand our 
ocean.”

He said cooperation of MIMRA, CMI, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the US Em-
bassy, Sea Patrol, MALGov and PII made 
the buoy deployment a success. 

Wave hello to 
new technology

Sea Patrol’s  Robert 
Heine helps to 
coordinate the 

deployment of the 
weather buoy, at 

left, from the deck 
of the Lomor. Photo: 
Lawrence Kimmel.

Prizes up 
for grabs




