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To solve the problem, Underwood said the state plans to develop a ramp and harbor at the 7.75-acre south
basin, where no facilities currently exist. M&E Pacific was hired by the state to create the project's design,
expected to be completed this year. Construction is estimated to begin May 2008 and end April 2009.

State Rep. Cindy Evans said there is $2.7 million secured to build a small boat harbor on the south basin.

Until then, Underwood has asked his staff at the Hawaii Island district office to renew a maintenance-
dredging permit before it expires in two months and start getting bids to do the work. He claimed bids were
coming in high because of the current building environment on Hawaii Island.

When residents began to grumble about the "ineffectiveness" of certain DOBOR officials, Underwood
announced Nancy Murphy was no longer the Hawaii district manager and Dan Mersburgh is serving in the
position until it is filled. Underwood was "pleased” with Mersburgh, who has done everything he has asked
for so far.

Five people complained about how the dredging was done in the past and claimed the contractors had "no
common sense." They questioned why the sand is transferred from the boat ramp and piled in areas where
waves can return it to the place it was just removed. They suggested the state move the sand near the coral
flats or other destinations deemed appropriate by kupuna.

While the small boat harbor at the south basin is being built, Underwood said the state would repair the
existing harbor facilities, including the docks and water. If done correctly, seven temporary mooring buoys
may also be installed through private and community partnerships.

Following the Oct. 15 earthquakes, DOBOR conducted a structural assessment of the damages at the North
Kawaihae Small Boat Harbor. It noted the wharf and loading dock No. 1 to be in fair condition; the revetment
seawalls located at the east side along the wharf and the north side along the access road needed to be
reconstructed; the boat launching ramp to have a crack in the slab and needs reconstruction; and loading
dock No. 2 needs to be repaired. The design and construction costs of these repairs were estimated to be
$1.85 million.

Nevertheless, more funds are needed to do improvements at Kawaihae Harbor, Underwood said.
"Il never tell you that DOBOR has no money," he said. "The truth is, DOBOR has money, but it is limited."

To increase funds for DOBOR, Evans said two bills were introduced to the legislature last year. Senate Bill
2150 was meant to prohibit the transfer of the state's small boat harbors to any county without legislative
approval. Senate Bill 757 tried to transfer DOBOR back to the state Department of Transportation Harbors
Division.

Hawaii Superferry officials were criticized for not contributing to the improvements or betterment of
Kawaihae Harbor and the surrounding areas. Underwood could not answer questions regarding the access
road and impact of the Superferry, saying it was DOT's jurisdiction.

Besides repairs, residents suggested Underwood create recreational management plans for places like
North Kawaihae Small Boat Harbor and Kealakekua Bay, revisit the plans for a marine center at Puako,

http://www.westhawaiitoday .com/articles/2007/01/08/Iocal /local 01.txt (2 of 4)1/10/2007 2:23:33 PM


http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/advertising/
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/subscribe
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/subscribe/nie
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/subscribe/nie
javascript:void(0)
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/privacy
http://www.westhawaiitoday.com/contact_us/
http://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/index.html
http://www.hawaiitribune-herald.com/index.html
http://www.hawaii.com/


	westhawaiitoday.com
	West Hawaii Today : Local




