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1. Purpose of the Project

This overarching goal of this multiphase project is a baseline sociocultural case
study of the Hawai'i troll and handline pelagic fishery. Phase I objectives
(achieved and reported in Social Aspects of Pacific Pelagic Fisheries: Phase I - The
Hawai'i Troll and Handline Fishery, " SOEST 96-04, JIMAR Contribution 96-302)
were to 1) describe the institutional environment of the fishery, 2) reveal the
social organization of the fishery and 3) identify fishermen's perceptions of
fishery issues. Another major research goal that was achieved involved the
development of a conceptual framework for the continuation of cultural and
social studies of the fishery.

2. Progress in FY 1998

This progress report describes work completed through June 1999 for Phase II of
the project and provides a timeline for project completion.

a. Summary of Progress

The overall project focuses on the social and cultural nature of troll and handline
pelagic fisheries in Hawai'i. In Phase I, a typology of fishing trips was
developed to reflect "profit," "expense," "recreational," and other kinds of
commitments to fishing. In Phase II, the conceptual framework is expanded and
tested to complement a rational model of fishing involvement. Pelagic fishing is
objectively coded as a work/leisure activity, and subjectively experienced as a
sacred /mundane "action gamble." In Phase II, ethnographic fieldwork, survey
research, and historical research provide a detailed context for further
understanding and validation of fishing trip categories, and explication of social
behavioral aspects of fishing among small vessel pelagic fishermen in Hawaii.






