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Please find below my report for the third year of this project (1

August 1995 to 31 July 1996). A separate text summarizes our
scientific findings to this date. The main activities are summarized
below.

1. Deployment, tracking and data management

(a)

(b)

(c)

we completed the deployment of all buoys procured for this

project (70), using a cruise on the R/V Cromwell
contributed by NMFS (April 1996), small boat

deployments by the Hawaii Natural Energy Laboratory

(May 1996), and by two yachts in transit from Hawaii to
Tahiti (June and July 1996). The buoys were deployed in
the immediate lee of Maui, Hawaii and Oahu, to maximize
their residence time in the Hawaiian EEZ, and to fill
previously poorly sampled areas.

we have compiled preliminary survival characteristics for

the buoys. The modification of the standard WOCE-SVP
design, to increase the resistance to fish bites by
shielding all steel wire with hydraulic hoses, proved
beneficial, since the average buoy life is around 440
days, exceeding the life observed by any other drifting
buoys project.

we procured and installed at Snug Harbor an ARGOS precision

reference platform, to increase the precision of our
positions using a differential technique. Service ARGOS






