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During the second year of this project (1 May 1994 to 31 July 1995), we
have performed the following activities:

(a) we procured the drifting buoys from Clearwater
Instrumentation, in successive orders of 40 and 30
buoys. These are standard WOCE-SVP buoys, modified to
increase their resistance to fish attacks by shielding
all jacketed wire with kevlar-reinforced hydraulic
hose (a modification suggested by our experience with
moored instrumentation in Hawaiian waters). Both
procurement were shared at 33% cost by the University
Research Council. All buoys have been delivered or are
in the process of being shipped.

(b) we deployed 40 buoys in three successive batches of 10 to
15 units, using cruises on the R/V Cromwell contributed
by NMFS (in August and October 1994, and July 1995
respectively). Based on our analysis of historical
drifter data, we deployed the buoys in the immediate
lee of Maui and Hawaii, to maximize their residence
time in the Hawaiian EEZ. This strategy proved
fruitful, as most of the buoys drifted slowly
northwestward towards the western islands, some
escaping north of the ridge and sampling this area as
well. Fewer than 25% of the buoys escaped more rapidly
southwestward in the North Equatorial Current.

(c) with junior researcher J. Firing, we developed software






