
JIMAR, PFRP ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT 
FY 2001 

 
P.I. Name:  Paul Dalzell & Sam Pooley 
 
Project Proposal Title:  Recreational Fisheries Meta-Analysis-Preliminary Steps 
 
Funding Agency:  NOAA/NMFS/PFRP 
 
1.  Purpose of the project and indicative results. 
The objective of this research is to document and compile into data base formats all sources 
of recreational and sports fishing information over the past 50 years in Hawaii.  This database 
will provide fisheries researchers and managers with a convenient way to access all previous 
studies on recreational fisheries, plus where possible associated data.  The data base will also 
contain undocumented sources of raw data from recreational fisheries, particularly 
competitions and tournaments.  The ultimate objective of the project at its termination is to 
have the database incorporated and maintained within existing State or Federal fishery data 
management systems. 
 
2.  Progress during FY 2001.  Provide a thorough discussion of accomplishments and 
problems. 
Funding for the project was not available until late in 2000 and it was not until February 2001 
that two researchers were identified for the project that have the necessary skills to develop 
this project. 
 
Between February and June the project has made progress in establishing contacts within the 
recreational fishing community and assessing data compilation protocols for database entry.  
Approaches to fishing clubs and fishing tournament organizers on Oahu, Maui, Lanai and 
Kauai has yielded data from 13 game fishing tour naments representing a total of 24 years of 
data.  A further 10 tournament sources contacted on these islands are expected to yield 
additional data in the near future.  A major effort to acquire data from clubs and tournaments 
on the Big Island will be made later this year, particularly from some of the long running 
tournaments such as the Hawaii International Billfish Tournament. 
 
Ongoing evaluation of the data collected to date has revealed important information on the 
qualities of tournament data, including the impact of tournament regulations on the data 
generated through competition.  These include abiding by International Game-Fishing 
Association (IGFA) regulations, radio reporting of catches (observed versus reported weight, 
strategic reporting of catch), catch and release (with estimated weight) versus landed catch, 
and minimum retention weights leading to unreported discards. 
 
Project staff has also approached fishing and boating clubs about obtaining any regular catch 
data held by clubs.  So far this has been disappointing due to the lack of data collected by the 
clubs.  It appears that the main source of undocumented fishing data for this project will be 
mainly tournament data.  However, the project will at least be able to provide a more 
comprehens ive guide to data holdings within fishing clubs.  
 
The project has also made a comprehensive collection and evaluation of over 50 existing 
papers and technical reports on various aspects of recreational fisheries in Hawaii, which will 



be scanned into Adobe ® PDF format during the latter half of the year.  The literature 
evaluation process has also indicated those projects where efforts will be made to include 
data summaries in tabular or spreadsheet format that will allow researchers to conduct 
additional analyses. 
 
3.  Plans for the next fiscal year. 
Progress to date has resulted in a firmer appreciation of the tasks at hand to be conducted in 
the next financial year.  The review of the compiled tournament data has guided the 
development of a standardized database which will continue to be refined over the next 12 
months.  Each set of tournament data will be accompanied by a narrative on the nature of the 
tournament itself and comments and caveats on the interpretation of the data.  Database 
development will also include reporting routines to generate analyses such as catch 
composition and catch rates.  Additionally, the task of making contact with clubs and 
tournaments will continue to ensure that as much undocumented recreational fishing activity 
is sourced for the database. 
 
Other sources of information will be assessed for inclusion in the database.  The State of 
Hawaii’s Division of Aquatic Resources data holdings include extensive records of charter-
vessel catch data, which might be included in this database, either in a raw or summarized 
format.  Other useful information that will be assessed for inclusion are the annual small boat 
registration records compiled by the Department of Boating and Ocean Resources, and 
HDAR’s bottomfish registration database. 
 
The assessment of existing literature on recreational fisheries in Hawaii has identified a 
number of individuals to be contacted concerning supplementing published information with 
additional  data. This will be included among the projects activities in 2001-2002.  
 
4.  List of papers published in refereed journals during FY 2001. 
None. 
 
5.  Other papers, technical reports, meeting presentations, etc. 
No major presentations have been generated from the data accumulated to date.  Briefings on 
the project have been made in 2001 to the Western Pacific Council’s Recreational Fishing 
Data Task Force.  Presentations are planned for the November 2001 PI’s meeting and the 
2002 Lake Arrowhead Tuna Conference. 
 
6.  Names of students graduating with MS or Ph.D. degrees during FY 2001.  Include 
title of thesis or dissertation. 
None 
 


