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Purpose of the project

1. Establish a comprehensive catch and effort database for Hawaii pelagic fisheries.
Provide annotated databases that include all available historical data on catch and
effort by different components of Hawaii's pelagic fisheries.

2. Establish a meaningful time series of pelagic fish availability and fishing pressure in
Hawaii. Compute time series (1948-1992) of catch per unit effort (CPUE) and
standardized fishing effort, at monthly resolution, for yellowfin and bigeye tunas, blue
and striped marlins, mahimahi, and ono (wahoo).

3. Develop analytical models for variation in pelagic fish availability (CPUE) in
Hawaii. Analyze the CPUE time series in relation to potential influences including total
local fishing effort and effort by specific fishery components.

Summary of Accomplishments

Funding was received at the University in August 1993, and staff began work in February-April
1994. An extension was filed to continue spending on this project through the end of the
cooperative agreement (June 1997) The project has assembled all available data on catch and
effort statistics for Hawaii pelagic fisheries, with emphasis on the six most valuable pelagic
species. Confidential annotated databases were created from Hawaii's Division of Aquatic
Resources (HDAR) data and from wholesale market data. Nonconfidential monthly, and yearly
summaries of troll, handline and longline catch of pelagic species were produced as well as
custom data summaries requested by PFRP projects and other clients. Errors and problems with
the fishery statistics were addressed including catch underreporting, species misidentification,






