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1.  Purpose of the project and indicative results. 

National Standard 8 of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act of 1976 as amended in 1996 (MSA) requires analysis of the impact of proposed 
fishery regulations and similar activities on "fishing communities." NEPA analysis 
contained in Environmental Assessments (EA) and Environmental Impact Statements 
(EIS) requires a similar analysis of the impact of federal projects, including fishery 
regulations, protected species recovery actions and habitat designations on the human 
environment.  

Unfortunately the baseline for such analyses for Hawaii's longline fishery is quite slim, 
despite the intensity of interest directed towards that fishery sector. Previous socio-
anthropological studies have emphasized the small boat fisheries of Hawaii and the 
traditional fisheries of American Samoa, Guam, and the Northern Mariana Islands. The 
recent EIS on the region's pelagic fisheries was required to utilize secondary data (e.g. 
Census maps and zip code information from permits) and information gleaned from 
economic studies to characterize the longline fishery. The socio-cultural portion of that 
EIS was forced to use the entire State of Hawaii as the unit of analysis for social impacts 
and to define the entire Honolulu area as a "fishing community" even though more 
discrete social and geographical units might have been more appropriate.  

The ethnically diverse makeup of longline industry participants in Hawaii and the 
transitory nature of the industry highlight the need for primary data on contemporary 
sociocultural characteristics. The longline industry has been heavily regulated with little 
understanding of the socio-cultural impacts of those regulations and management. Project 
researchers intend to address this problem directly by:  

• compiling a comprehensive social profile of the longline fishing industry of 
Hawaii 

• providing social profile information to decision-makers on regulatory impacts and 
implementation strategies 

Project researchers are conducting direct in-person interviews and, as needed, focus 
groups with longline captains, owners, crews, and family members, as well as key 
individuals in associated shoreside businesses (including the auction, fishing supply and 
support industries, wholesale and retail seafood dealers.) The purpose is to compile a 



demographic profile and network analysis of economic and social interactions which 
would enrich subsequent NEPA analyses. 

Deliverables will include a data base of responses from the Hawaii longline fishing 
community, and a report summarizing those data and providing contextual information 
for evaluating those data. Although some of these data will be confidential due to the 
sensitivity and potentially statutorily confidential nature of these responses, a research 
data base to be shared with other researchers will be constructed as well. These 
deliverables, to be updated on a regular basis. will constitute the baseline for subsequent 
NEPA analyses.  

2.  Progress during FY 2003.  Provide a thorough discussion of accomplishments 
and problems. 
 
Approval from the University’s Committee on Human Studies was obtained for the 
research, which was granted an exemption from Department of Health and Human 
Services regulations. The required Informed Consent form was developed for 
interviewees to sign. Research Assistant Amy Gough was hired on January 6, 2003. to 
help refine the project and conduct field interviews  
 
To date, an interview schedule has been developed and refined, and interviews have been 
conducted with 13 individuals, primarily Vietnamese owners and/or captains of longline 
boats. We have focused on this component of the industry for two reasons. First, we 
already had hired an excellent Vietnamese interpreter to assist with a brief federal study 
of family impacts associated with the closure of the swordfish fishery. Second, the 
interviews are being coordinated with a federal study of the cost-earnings patterns 
associated with the Hawaii longline fishery that also is collecting information from a 
number of Vietnamese boat owners.  
 
Scheduling interviews with boat owners and captains has proved to be challenging given 
their schedules. Previous similar efforts have attempted to contact individuals 
opportunistically at the docks, but this is not practical when an interpreter/translator 
needs to be present. So far people have been willing (and sometimes eager) to talk about 
longline fishing; no one has refused to be interviewed when asked. Having the 
Vietnamese interpreter set up the interviews has been helpful in this regard, as well as 
promoting responses during the interviews.  
 
Because the study is ethnographic  research, not a survey, there is no questionnaire. The 
interview schedule is a highly flexible document that covers a broad range of topics; in 
practice, no interviewee is asked the same set of questions.  Instead, the focus is on 
getting people to address social and cultural aspects of longline fishing and the meaning 
of those characteristics to their lifestyles. In addition, different approaches to the 
interview will be used for different sectors of the industry. With this in mind, here are the 
topics intended to be covered during the interviews: 
 



History in the fishing industry, how they got started in it, and how they came to be 
involved with the Hawaii-based longline industry. 
 
Current job in the longline industry and what they like most and least about it. 
 
Job satisfaction and perceptions of whether they made a reasonable income from the 
longline industry in 2002 compared to previous years. 
 
Obstacles faced in the longline industry, how they responded, what options they 
considered in addressing the obstacles, and perceptions of their decision. 
 
Future plans for involvement in the longline industry in Hawaii and perceptions of its 
viability. 
 
Level of information they have regarding fishing regulations and management, where 
they get information, and perceptions of the adequacy and accuracy of that information. 
 
Personal involvement in management issues affecting the longline industry and 
suggestions for fishery managers. 
 
Evaluation of the effectiveness and efficiency of longline fishing regulations and how 
they and their families have been affected. 
 
Social networks they or members of their households are a part of, both within and 
outside the longline industry. Perceptions of these social networks and their benefits. 
 
Perceptions of quality of life, their community, attachment to place, and whether they live 
in a fishing community.  
 
Demographic characteristcs such as household size and composition, proportion of 
household income from fishing, work experience or training outside the fishing or 
longline industries, environmental orientation, and ethnicity.  
 
The opportunity to say anything else you want to say about themselves, their role in the 
longline industry, social networks, or fishing in general. 
 
Whether they would like to see a copy of the results of the study when completed. 
 
3.  Plans for the next fiscal year. 
We plan to complete an additional 100-150 interviews, enter the results into the project 
data base, and write one or more reports describing the results. We plan to present results 
at the 2004 Tuna conference as well. 
 
4.  List of papers published in refereed journals during FY 2003 
N.A. 
 



5.  Other papers, technical reports, meeting presentations, etc. 
N.A. 
 
6.  Names of students graduating with MS or Ph.D. degrees during FY 2003.  
Include title of thesis or dissertation. 
N.A. 
 


