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Preliminary Conference:  The purposes of the preliminary conference are to discuss the particular career path(s) 
the student is consider pursuing, to consider undergraduate deficiencies, to advise the student of a suitable 
selection of courses for the first semester, and to appoint a primary faculty advisor. Entering students will be 
advised by email as to the time and place of the preliminary conference, which is normally conducted prior to 
registration for the first term. The department chair and the student's advisor will be present; a representative(s) 
from the Graduate Admissions Committee (GAC) and/or Graduate Studies Committee (GSC) may also be present. 
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