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Fig.2 a-d, Water composition at 586 m, Keahole Point, 1982­
1987; these data have been smoothed with an II-point triangular 
filter, as discussed in the text. e, Monthly mean sea level data at 

Honolulu, on the south coast of Oahu. 
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Although it is not possible to ascribe a detailed physical 
explanation to the observed evidence of variations in regional 
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, one possibility is sufficiently obvious 
to bear mention. If, as seems possible from these data, the 
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of water-mass displacement, and a continuation of the Keahole 
record will be important in resolving the time scale in question, 
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